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Fegislative Pssembly,
Thursday, 8th September, 1898.

Petition (British Investors): Dual Titles on
Goldfields—Question: Immigration Res-
trictions. Evasion — Question: Pilbarra
Goldfield, Expenditure from Loans—Ques-
tion: Telegrams (old), Preservation for
Evidence—Question : Cattle Ticks at Cool-
gardie—Paper vresented—Return : State
Schools. Attendance and Cost—Return:
Fremantle Harbour Works, Particulars—
Return: Ashburten Goldfield, Officers’
Ralaries, ete. — DBusselton-Bovanun and
Neweastle Railways, Revenue and Ex-
pvenditure — Reapprovriation of Loan
Monevs Bill. in  Committee ; Third
Sechedule further considered : Divisions (2) ;
reported—Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m,

PrAYERS.

PETITION BRITISH INVESTORS) :
DPUATL TITLES ON GOLDFIELDS.

Mg. ILLixgworTH vresented a petition
(including 832 duplicnte copies, with
gepnrate sets of signatures} from British
holders of gold-minine leases in this
coleny, praying for the abolition of the dual
title, recfing and alluvial, to the same area
of ground.

Petition received, read, and ordered to
be printed.

. Ordered thet it he considered on the

14th September.

QUESTION : TMMIGRATION RESTRIC.
TIONS, EVASION.

Mr. VOSPER asked the Premier,—I,
Whether he was aware that certain nro-
hibited immierants had recently arrived
in this colony conirary to 61 Viet.. No.
137 2. If so, what the Government in-
tended to do in the matter wth a view tn
the deportation of the said immigrants.
and to the punishiment of the nersons re-
sponsibla for their illegal introduction and
landing in the colonv?

Tae PREMIER (Rizht Hon. Sir I
Torrest) renlied:—1, There have only
heen two cases brought under the notice
of the Government. Tn one, that of a
Chinese immigrant from Sinzanore. in-
structions were issued that he shauld he
taken back to Singapore ; in the other, that
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Caitle Ticks at Coolgardie.

of two Malays, imported for serviee, the
—aw Officer advised that they should be
allowed to land, and they were landed at
Cossack. 2, The Government intend to
carry out the law.

QUESTION : PILBARRA GOLDFIELD,
EXPENDIITRE FROM LOANS.

Mr. KINGSMILL nsked the Director of
Public Works,—1, What amount of money
from the General Loan Fund was ex-
pended on the Pilbarra Goldfield (Vote:
Geners! Development of Goldfields)
during the year ending June 30th, 1892.
2. Upon what objects?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WOREKS
(Hon. F. H.  Piesse) replied:—1,
£2447 6s. 7d. 2, Principally in con-
nection with the construction and deepen-
ing of wells, A return showing particu-
laes will be latd unon the table.

QUESTION : TELEGRAMS (OLD), PRE-
SERVATION FOR EVIDENCE.

Mz, WILSON asked the Premier,—1,
Whether it was true that steps were be-
ing taken in the Telegraph Department
to destroy all telegrams over two years
old. 2, If so, whether the Premier would
give instructions for the preservation of
those on hand, as they were valuable do-
cumentary evidence in cose of legal or
viker proceedings.

Tug PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) replied:—1, All telegrams have
keen destroyed up to Fune, 1896, The
rewmainder are still on record, but, unlezs
otherwise ordered, will be destroyed after
they are twe years old. 2, In Vigtosia,
New South Wales, Tasmania, and Quecns-
land they are only kept for one year, in
South Australia for five years, and 1
Western Australin two years. The want
of room renders it difficult to keep them
longer.

NUESTION: CATTLE TICKS AT COOL.
GARDIE.

Mr. A, FORREST, without notice,
asked the Premier, whether any action
would le tuken by the Government, in
reference to a statement nade in the
House cn the previous evening, by the
meniber for Coolzardie (Mr. Morgans), to
the effect that he possessed a number of
cattle ticks found in Colgardie by an in-
spector, - : :
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Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) replied that he did not know what
steps could be taken, but he would in-
quire into the matter,

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Commissioner oF Rajnwavs:
Expenditure of loan moneys on Pilbarra
goldfield, return.

Ordered to lie on the table.

RETURN: STATE SCHOOLS, ATTEN-
DANCE AND COST.

Ordered, on the motion of Mr.
Coworry, for Mr. Monger, that there be
laid on the table a return showing,—
1, the average attendnnce of pupils at
the James-street Infants’ School for the
quarter ending 30th Jupe last; 2, the
number of teachers employed in that
school; 3, the salary of each teacher:
4, the proportion of the salaries actually
paid to teachers in that school per
annum to the number of children in
nverage attendance, basing the ecalcula-
tion on present averawe, and on the
salaries actually paid to teachers at the
present time; &, the cost per child per
anpum in the infants’ department of
schools within the mefropolitan erea.
calculated on the present average attend-
ance, and on the actual salaries paid to
teachers; 6. the cost per child per
annum for all children attending State
schools in Perth {exclusive of the James-
street Infants’ School). caleulated on pre-
sent averace attendance and on the nc-
tual salaries paid to teachers: 6. the
cost per child per annum for all children
attending State schools in Perth (exclu-
sive of the James-street Infants’ School).
cnleulated on present average and actual
salaries paid to teachers; 7. the cost per
child per annum for all children attend-
ing State schools in Western Australia.

RETURN: FREMANTIE HARBOUR
WORKS. PARTICULARS.

Ordered. on the motion of MR. GEoree.
that there be laid upon the table a return
showing,—1. The quantity of sand actu-
ally removed from day to dav in connec-
tion with the Fremantle harbour works,
from Julv 1Ist to August 27th, 1398,
2. The depth below low-water mark to
which the piles were driven (a) as to the
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old railway bridge; (b) as to the new
railway bridge. 3, The present depth of
the river-bed below low-water mark at
(2) twenty feet below the new railway
bridge ; (b) under and between both rail-
way bridges: (¢) twenty feet above the
old railway bridge.

RETURN: ASHBURITON GOLDFIELD.
OFFICERS' SALARIES, ETC.

Ordered, on the motion of M=,
QurxLax, for Mr. Hooley, that there he
laid upon the table a return showing—
1, The amounts paid in salaries to the
warden and mining registrar of the Ash-
burton goldfield respectively. 2, The
amounts paid for the last financial year
to those officers for travelling allowance
respectively. 3, The pumber of days oc-
cupied in travelling from the Ashburton
to Bangemall. 4, The distnnce hetween
the two places as the crow flies. 5, The
value of gold exported during the past
finanecinl year from the Ashburton and
Bangemall respectively.

RUSKELTON-BOYANUP AND' NEW.
CARTLE RATLWAY.S, REVENUE
AND EXPENINTURE,

Mr. GEORGE, referring te a notice of
motion he had given, for a retumn show-
inz revenue and expenditure ¢n the Bus-
selton-Beyanup railway and the Newcastle
railway, said some action had been
taken by the department, in the general
scheme of reorganization, to meet the
nltered conditions of the service. There-
fore, if the Commissioner of Railwavs
would pive an nssurance that this would
be carried into effect shortly, or at once,
he would be satisfied, and would not pro-
ceed with the motion.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. F. H. Piesse): The return asked
for waa one he would be willing to pre-
pare, but he understood that the object
wag to ascertain the revenue and expendi-
ture in connection with the Bunbury and
Boyanup service and the Newcnstle ser-
vice. With rezard to the Bovanun-Bus-
selton and Donnvhrook service, the chance
in the running of trains on that line which
had been contemplated for some time had
resulted in the rearrangement of the time
table, which would come into force on the
12th instant. - Every effort was heing
made to reduce the train mileage in con-
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nection with the running of trains, and he
hoped that with this assurance the hon.
member would not proceed with the mo-
tion.

Mr. GEORGE: The statement made
was quite satisfactory to him, and he
would not proceed with the motion.

Motion withdrawn from the Notice
Paper.

REAFPPR OPRIATIC;N OF LOAN MONEYS

ILL.
IN COMMITTEBE.

Consideration of Third Schedule re-
sumed.

Item, Survey of Railway from Coolgar-
die to Nerseman, £5,000:

[Amendment moved by Mr, Lenke, at
the previous sitting, that the item bhe
struck out.]

Mr. LEAKE: Before discussing the
subject further, he would like to ask the
Commissioner of Railways if there was
any proposal to survey the line from
Coolgardie to Bonny Vale?

Tue PreMier: That was done a year
or two ago, because the route to Broad
Arrow ran past Bonny Vale.

Mgr., KINGSMILL: The sarguments
with regard to the survey from Leonora
to Menzies might be used with equal
effect agninst the survey now proposed,
and others could be brought to bear.
The railway would have to be built not
by this Parlininent, but by the next.
Some members might have an iden of
what the next Parliament would think
regarding the rival claims of Coolgardie
and Esperance as to the starting point
for the Norseman line. Coolgardie had
a rival not only in Esperance, with regnrd
to the starting point, but alse in Kal-
goorlie. This Housge would not be justi-
fied in voting mwoney for this survev
from loan funds,
the majority of people who would have
to pay for the line were in favour of the
route now proposed.

Tre PremiER: It would be in their in-
terest. He did not say they had ex-
pressed an opinion.

Mr. KINGSMILL: Taking that view
there were more disinterested people
in Western Australia than he had sup-
posed ; but there had been rival deputa-
tions, ome favouring the Coolgardie
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The Premier had said -
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route, the other the Esperance route;
and those deputations visited most of
the populous centres in the coloay.
Everywhere the Esperance deputies were
received with open arms. The meeting
in Perth, which might be supposed to
he against having Esperance as the start-
ing point, was presided over by the Pre-
mier's brother, the mayor of the city,
who was supporied by the member for
Perth; and in spite of the diplomatic ar-
guments of the member for Coolgardie,
the majority at the meeting were in
favour of the Esperance route. The
claims of Esperance were like the
articles mentioned at the end of a sale

list, “too numerous te mention.” One
claim  was that Norseman would he
drawing its agricultural supplies from

the south-east coast district ; and, from
what the Premier had seen at Esperance,
did he not consider it capable to a large
extent, if not naltogether, of supplying
the wants of Norsemnan with agricultural
produce? The Premier indicated that he
did not think so; but possibly he had
not seen enough of that district. As
Carthage was to Rome its natural enemy,
go the Premier seemed to regard Espe-
rance as the natural enemy, whereas it
should be the natural friend, of this
part of Western Australia. He only
wighed the Premier would emulate the
example of Cato, who, while hating
Carthage ns the natural enemy of Rome,
had handed down to posterity a reputation
for justice ; but it was to be feared that the
reputation of the right hon. the Premier
would, in the light of later years, always
be somewhat tarnished by the way io
which he had treated the people of Espe-
rance.

Mz. MORGANS: As to whether the
Premier had treated Espernnce fairly
that was n matter of opinion.  The Gov.
ernment proposed to give ralwey comn
munication to Norseman, and the Com:
mittee were nsked to consider the desira.
bility of giving Norseman n railway
The member for Pilbarra had drawn intc
the discussion the great question as tc
the rights of Esperance to have railway
communication with Norseman ; but this
had nothinr te do with the question be
fare the Committee, which was whethes
a survey should be made from Coolzardie
to Norseman.
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Mgr. Vosper: With what objecti

Mr. MORGANS: To make a railway.
So far as Esperance was concerned, he
had the greatest passible sympathy with
it, and would be glad to see everything
and anything done for the best interests
of Esperance; and if any question were
brought forward in reference to Esper-
ance and its well-being, it would have his
support.  If the Government, in their
wisdom, had chosen to suggest the con-
struction of & railway from Esperance to
Norseman, although he did not consider
that would be so much to the advantage
of Norseman as a railway from Coolgardie
te Norseman, still he would have given
it his support. The Government had «
political policy in this question, and it
was Do good attempting to hide it from
the House or the country. The Govern-
ment were not prepared to open up a
competing port with the goldfields in Es-
perance as against Fremantle. He was
not ealled upon to say whether that was
# gaod or & bad policy.

Tre Premier: We said
necessary.

Mr. MORGANS: Without discussing
that point at all, he said the Government
had declared that this was their policy.
The people of Esperance and Noreeman
ghould remember that theirs were not the
only interests to be considered. What
was done in the House was supposed to be
in the best interests of the country as n
whole. He had seen remarks made by the
Mayor of Esperance, whom he (Mr.
Morgans) knew to be o very able and com-
petent man, as to the action of the Gov-
ernment, and he thought the remarks had
been made without proper consideration.

Mr. VospER: What would the hon.
member have said in such a case?

Mr. MORGANS said he did not think
he would have called the Premier of the
country a “disreputable political trick-
ster,” which was what the mayor of
Esperance did.

Mg, InuxeworrA: The language was
vot Parliamentary.

Mr. MORGANS : It was not justifiable
on the part of any public man to speak
of another public man in that way. As a
goldfields member, he agserted that Norse-
man deserved a railway, and it was in
the best interests of that goldfield to have
a railway built.  Supposing the people

it was not
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of Eaperance could not get a railway
from Esperance to Norseman, the next
beat thing was to have o railway from
Coolgardie to Norseman. Once a rail-
woy was made from Coolgardie to
Norseman, it would be a step to
the construction of a railway to Es-
perance, and a long step. The rail-
way would then have been made 100
miles out of 220 miles in the direction of
Esperance, and nny reasonable person
must see that there was more prospect of
getting railway communication from a
line which was congtructed, than waiting
to get a railway started from Esperance.
Mr. Gregory: The people would be
all starved out of the place hefore then.
Mr. MORGANS: Why would the peo-
ple be starved out of the place? Esper-
ance had to depend for the whole of its
life upon Norgeman, and between Esper-
ance and Norseman there was a piece of
desert 120 miles in length, which made
it practically impossible to make use of
the valuable facilitiez of Esperance as »
port, in consequence of the difficulties ot
traneit over that desert. That might ke
a misfortune for the people of Esperance.
He only wished there was a hard road
between Esperance and Norseman, so
that Esperance could get a fair share of
the traffic. The Premier and the Gov-
ernment were not responsible for the ex-
istence of this piece of sandy desert be-
tween Esperance and Norseman. The
result of the existence of this desert was
that all the heavy machinery now used
in the mines of Norseman was sent from
Fremantle to Coolgardie, and taken dowa
that way, simply because people eculd nnt
afford to pay the cost involved in sending
the heavy machinery over the sandy

desert. Tt was cheaper to pay the
railway rates from Fremantle +to
Coolgardie, and seed the machinery

down from Coolgardie to Norseman.
At the present moment there
was & large battery, with a full
equipment of machinery, poing to the
Norgeman Gold Mine ; and, after consid-
ering the whole of the facts with regard
to the freizht and cost of delivery, *t had
been decided to send this machinery via
Coolgardie, and a large portion of it was
now on the way. This eliowed that Es.
perance was suffering, not from th: ras.
cality of the Government, but fr.m tla
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unfortunate fact that nature had put a
sandy belt between Esperance and Norse-
man,

Mr. Morax: Sand made a geod !'ed
for a railway.

Mn. George: There migat be worse
‘ballagt than sand.

M=r. MORGANS said he was zot pre
pared to discuss that question. He knew
that & railway might be built over a sandy
desert, but could hon. members persuade
the Government to do thai? The only
thing that could be done, in view of the
declared policy of the Government, was to
build a railway from Coolgardie to Norse-
man.

A Meuer: Was it good policy?

Mr. MORGANS : That was a side issue.

Mr. Leags: The Government had
abandoned the railway.

Mr. MORGANS: Oh, no; the Govern-
went had not. They had only deferred
it, and there was a great difference be-
tween abandoning a railway and deferring
it.

Mr. Leage: The Government had
better defer the survey, then.

Mr. MORGANS: A railway must be
built to Norseman, because it was of the
utmost importance there should be com-
munication. He was not advocating this
railway from selfish motives, although
the member for Albany smiled at that
statement as though imcredulous. He
{Mr. Morgana)} was not pleading for Cool-
gardie, but was pleading entirely on be-
half of Norseman people and their
interests. Some feeling had arisen as to
whether this railway should start from
Kalgoorlie or Coolgardie, but he did not
believe these locnl feelings and jenlousies
ghould be allowed to exist. What was
more, he did not believe the local feelinga
and jealousies existed, except in the pens
of some newspaper editors. When he
discussed these questions with, say, the
member for North-East Coolgardie and
other friends in Kalgoorlie, he noticed
they were quite agreed that railways
should be built from the most desirable
peint, so far as cost of construction and
the convenience of people were concerned.

Mg. Vorper: Some people thought the
Boulder ought to be the starting-point.

Mr. MORGANS: That might be so,
but the majority of people freely ad-
mitted that the railway should be built
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from Coolgardie. If Coolgardic were
made the starting-point, it would serve
a great number of interests, ta-~ing the
Burbanks and Londoenderry distriets and
the country some miles further south,
which nt the present time was prosperous,
from a gold-mining point of view. Arail-
way from Coolgardie would also serve the
}Ell)ortnnt and growing district of Red-
il

Mg. Vosper: At 30 miles distance?

Tre Premier: The survey went within
fifteen miles of Reghill,

Mgr. MORGANS: The survey went, so
far as he knew, within eleven or twelve
miles of Redhill, and he had been over
the country. The member for North-
East Coolgardie used to be the strongest
supporter of this route from Coolgardie.

MRr. VospEr: A railway from Esper-
ance to Coolgardie always hed his sup-
port.

Mr. MORGANS: Then the member
for North-East Coolgardie advocated, in
part, really what he (Mr. Morgans} was
advocating,

Mr. Vosrgr: The hon. member was
advocating, in part, what he (Mr. Vosper)
ndvoeated as a whole.

Mz. MORGANS: And if the question
were put to the vote, the member for
North-East Coolgardie would no doubt
lend it his support, for the reason that,
years ago, he was convinced of the neces-
sity for this railway. The member for
East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) ought teo
nllow the mantle of fairness to fall across
bis shoulders. The hon. member knew
the district and the importance of a rail-
way to Norseman, and his broad-minded
attitude on all questions should preclude
him from opposing in any way a measure
which had for its object the construction
of such n railway.

Me. Morax: Oh!

Mr. MORGANS: The member for East
Coolgardie did not appear to appreciate
tue fattering remarks which were being
applied to him; but, with the broad-
oiinded views he held on all questions of
the kind, he would not let his mind be
biased by a question of route. Kalgoor-
liec had already a railwvay from Menzies,
and the member for East Coolgardie
could not raise any objection to the pre-
sent proposal, except on the ground of
securing the best starting noint for the
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railway proposed now. The hon. mem-
ber might be relied on to give his support
w0 the making of the surveys in order to
satisfy his own mind, and the minds of
other members, as to which was the hest
starting point—a matter that could be
settled only by making the survey
asked for. Hon. members ssemed to be
straining at o gnat and swallowing a
camel ; for while it was proposed to spend
the small sum of £5,000 in making a sur-
vay for a railway to an important mining
district, he did not wish to be ungenerous,
and he regretted having to call attention
to the £15,000 allotted to the district of
the member for Pilbarra.

Mn. Kivasunn: Noi £15,000.

Mr. MORGANS: Well, £5,000.

Tns Presier: It was £13,000.

Mr. MORGANS : No more than £5,000
was now asked in connection with the
survey of a railway from Coolgardie. In
view of the great importance of the ques-
tion, it was to be hoped hon. members
would not impart any feeling of localism
into the discussion, and would not attempt
to stop a valuable work simply to be in
opposition to the Government. The best
thing that could he done under the pre-
sent circumstances was to build the rail-
woy which was now required to the Norse-
man goldfield. The development of that
goldfield was of great importance to the
gold-mining industry of the colony, and
it wasg, therefore, to be hoped hon. mem-
bzrgc would not press this question to a divi-
gion, but would be generous and place
facilities in the hands of the Govermment
foir carrying out a survey which would re-
sult in valuable intormation, worthy of
the best consideration of Parliament.

Mr. QUINLAN: Considering the in-
debtedness of the country, and the pro-
bability that the construction of the pro-
posed line would not take place for a year
or two, the expenditure on the survey
might well be deferred ; and he intended
to vote against the proposed expenditure.
Lines bad already been surveyed of the
construction of which there was not the
leant likelihood. Seeing that it had been
deemed advisable to defer the construc-
ffort of an agricultural railway, he could
not see that the Goverpment would be
wise in proceeding with this railway from
Coolgardie to Norseman. From the argu-
ments of the plausible member for Cool-
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gardie (Mr. Morgans), nothing could be
learned to convince hon, members that it
would be wise to construct this railway.
When this subject was discussed a day or
two ago, members seemed in favour of the
line from Coolgardie to Norseman. It was
even admitted by the member who repre-
sented Esperance and Nerseman, that to
construct a railway from Esperance would
be to go over the desert. There was
no desire to have more white ele-
phants than there were already in the
colony. The line from Esperance to
Norseman might be wanted once in six
months, o far as could be judged from
the output of pold at the latter place.
The suggestion that we should open the
markets of the colony co the other places
waw: to hiz mind a fallacy. He was sur-
prised, to say the least of it, that hon.
members should pretend to have the in-
terests of this colony at heart, and advo-
cate that which they knew would be de-
trimental to those interests. It might
be wise to construct such a line in the
future—possibly when there was federa-
tion of Australia—but to dream of open-
ing the port of Esperance to Adelaide,
which would result from the construction
of a line from Esperance fo the Norse-
man, would be fatal to the best interests
of the country and the distriets which he
and other membera represented.

Mr. Moraans: That was a good rea-
gon for making a line from Coolgardie,
instead of from Esperance.

Mr. QUINLAN: If there should be
8 line from anywhere to Esperance, it
should be from Coolgardie, and he had
already exzpressed that opinion. Sup-
posing the Coolgardie field had never
been discovered, what would have been
the result of the construction of the
railvay to Southern Cross? Had it not
been for the discovery of the Coolgardie
fields, that line would have been a drag
on the country.

Tue Premigr: There was plenty of
gald at Southern Cross.

Mgr. QUINLAN: It was of no use the
Premier saying that. Would the output
of gold at Southern Cross have Dbeen
enough to pay the interest on the rail-

" way to that place, assuming that the

Coolgardie field had never heen dis-
covered? As to the construction of rail-
waya by private enterprise, the exper-
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ience of the colony had been a
bitter one. He wat not in favour
of railways of any kind being constructed
by what was termed “private enterprise.”
It would require strong reasons o induce
him to alter that opinion. The expres-
sions which had fallen from the member
for North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
were much to be regretted, for he used a
threat that the day would come when
the goldfields would do this and that,
and would revolutionise the place.

Mr. Vosper: They were doing it
already, and would do it some more,
too.

Mr. QUINLAN: The bon. member
should be grateful to the other parts of
the colony, which had borne the burden
and heat of the day so long.

Mg. Vosper: When did they do itf

Mz, QUINLAN: The inhabitants of
the older districts would have to pay the
penalty, if anything caused the goldfields
population to return to Victoria and New
South Wales.

MR, VosrBR: As a matter of business,
the old inhabitants had been paid very
well

Mgr. QUINLAN: The Forrest Govern-
ment and the descendants of the early
settlers could feel that they had been
generous to the goldfields, that they had
spent money in all directions to assist
the new-comers, and were entitled to a
little gratitude.

Mr. Georgn: It was not the Govern-
ment, but Parliament, which spent
money.

MR, QUINLAN: The few people who
would be losers by the non-construction
of the railway from Esperance, some of
whom were his own friends, were cer-
tainly entitled to sympathy as persons
who had made a bad bargain; but they
felt aggrieved only because they had
purchased land at Esperance with the ex-
pectation of making ‘a profit when the
line was constructed ; but the people in
the South-Western District were entitled
to prior consideration. As to the meet-
ing held in Perth a few weeks ngo,
which had resolved that the railway
" should start from Esperance, he could
venture the opinion that it was a packed
meeting. Having had a large experience
of public meetings in Perth, and knowing
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should start from Esperance, he would
say that the same person bad done no
good either to himself or to the country,
since he knew him, but had been agitat-
ing and making people uneasy and up-
settled, and discomforting many whom ke
might otherwise have helped. That per-
son did not belong to Perth, but was a
total stranger here, and did not repre-
sent this pertion of the colony. He (Mr.
Quinlan) presided at a meeting about a
week ago, and the same person was pre-
sent, but did not dare to repeat his tac
tics.

Mz. Vosper: Perhaps the hon. member
did not allow amendments at his meeting.

Mg. QUINLAN: That was not so. The
reacon given by the member for Pilbarra
for the Esperance railway was totally un-
founded and erronecus. As there were
other and better channels for the ex-
penditure of this sum of £5,000, which
might grow into £10,000 before the sur-
vey was completed, he would support the
amendment.

Mr. HIGHAM : If it were proposed to
at once construct this railway, and if this
could be done, the developments at Norse-
man would compel him to record his vote
in favour of the survey; but as in pre-
sent circumatances it would be impossible
to congtruct the railway for two or three
years, he would join with those who de-
gired to cut out the item, on the same
principle which had led him to vote for
the excision of the previous survey. The
next few years would witness many new
developments in that locality ; and, if all
the railways desired in that district were
to be surveyed before there was a pos-
gibility of constructing them, the result
would be a similar state of affairs to that
in the Pilbarra district, where there were
three separate routes for a railway sur-
veyed without the remotest possibility of
a line being built. With regard to the
public meeting in Perth, something might
be said on both sides, for the Perth people
showed themselves o indifferent to the
question that they allowed a enatch vote
to be taken.

Mr. Moraans: The meeting was packed.

Mr. HIGHAM : Then it was very thinly
packed. There were more empty chairs
than people in attendance. It was sig-

the mover of the proposition that the line | nificant that the delegates from Esper-
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ance spoke at Perth, but fought shy of the
meeting at Fremantle,

Mr. CovoLLy: The hon. member meant
the Norseman delegates.

Mg, Vosrer: The Esperance men did
nct come further than Kalgoorlie,

Mr. HIGHAM apologised. He meant
the Norseman delegates. Thé - survey
should be postponed till there was some
posmbility of constructing the line.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH supported the
amendment for the same reason as he had
given when speaking on the previous item,
that there was no ressonable prospect of
constructing the line; and it would be
wrong to lead the people at Norseman to
suppose that & railway wes intended to be
built, when there was no prospect of so
doing. The Premier had mentioned that
8 survey was made from Coolgardie to-
wards Menzies at some considerable cost.
The only use of that survey, so far, had
been in regard to the Bonny Vale rail-
way.

Toe Presmier: The asurvey had been
availed of in the line from Broad Arrev
tu Menzies. It was omly the part from
Broad Arrow to Coolgardie which had not
been constructed. The hon. member did
not know the country.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH zaid ¢ knew 1he
country, and had travelicd over it.

Tue Premigr: Then the hon. member
did not know the facts.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: What he had
said was that a survey was made towards
Menzies from Coolgardie. That was cor-
rect.

Tee Presmier said he understood the
hon. member to say, “to Menzies.”

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: No. It was a
question of route. The same question
presented itself mow, That survey had
been of no value to the country, and the
cost of it was & losg, except in so far as it
wag useful for the railway to Bonny Vale.

Tee Premier: Trial surveys had been
made in dozens of cases.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : And an immmense
amount of money thus wasted.

Tep PremiEr: No; money had been
saved.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Where there
was a prospect of constructing a railway,
flying surveys might be justifiable; bui
in this case it was not a flying survey,
but a definite survey which was proposed,
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a survey which would fix for a future Par-
liament the route for the railway, and
which involved an expenditure of £5,000
long before it was needed. The present
Parliament should be content to mind its
own business, and leave other Parliaments
and future generations to work out their
own destiny. Were we now to fix upon
a certain route, some future Parliament
might decide upon another route; and,
supposing this to be the best route for
the railway, no survey was required for a
year or two.

Tee PrEmiER: According to the hon.
member, there was no prospect of doing
anything whatever.

Mn. ILLINGWORTH: Why should we
go to the expense? It would be different
were this vote out of revenue, or out of
an ordinary loan; but we were called
upon to absolutely reappropriate money
which had already been voted, and was
needed for other purposes. This was not
an orderly way of conducting the busi-
ness of Parliament, and for that reason
he would oppose it.

Mr. GREGORY: While agreeing that
Norseman should have railway communi-
cation, the proper course of that railway
was from Esperance; but the railway was
to be built for .the people of Norseman,
and not for those of Coolgardie and Esper-
ance Bay, and it was because the Norse-
man district hed ‘proved itgelf warthy
of railway communication that the Gov-
ernment intended to build a railway be-
tween Coolgardie and Norseman. When
the actual proposal for the railway came
before the House, he intended to vote that
Esperance should be the starting peint;
but, in the interests of the Norseman
people, he would vote now for the survey,
which should be made so that the Govern-
ment would be able to tell the House
what the line would cost.

MRr. Vosper: If the survey were made
right through to Esperance, the hon. mem-
ber’s argument might hold good.

Mr. GREGORY : The Norseman people
wanted a railvay. If they could not get
it from Esperance, he was in favour of &
line from Coolgardie to Norseman. The
people of Norseman should have their
railway, and therefore he would support
the proposal of the Government.

Mr. HOLMES: All members were conr
vinced, even if some were not prepared
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to admit it, that the present state of the
finances did not justify the spending of
money on surveys for railways, which he
believed the Government had no inten-
tion of carrying out. Granting surveys
would simply be fulfilling a promise made
when money was more plentiful than at
the present time. No money was now
available for the purpose, except by mis-
appropriation of the finances, which
would be neither reagonable nor just, and
would be opposed to good finance.

Tee Premier: The hon. member was
a fine financier!

Mr. Leage: That was a nice way icr
the Premier to speak of one of his sup-
portere. .

Mg. Iuuivaworts : Common abuse.

Mgr. GEQORGE: Without gcing into the
question of whether the railway should
start from Esperance or Coolgardie, he
might be allowed to show why it was ad-
visable to have o survey. The country
and members had heen crying out for re-
trenchment and economy, but while there
were occasions when economy was re-
quired, there were also occasions when it
was advisable t¢ spend money.  We had
on our engineering staff, as far as survey
skill was concerned, the pick of the colo-
nies, and the staff comprised engineers of
whom any Government could he proud.
Scme of the men were lent by the Gov-
ernment of Victoria two, three, or four,
years ago to make a survey in regard to
the deviation of the Eastern Railway ;
and, whatever the cost of that survey, it
was amply repaid by the fact that they
discovered and laid bare errors made in
previous surveys by officers who, however
well intentioned, had not the gkill of those
who were brought over. He did not
know what the intentions of the Govern-
ment were in connection with this matter,
but possibly they were anticipating cut-
ting out this survey staff as soon as they
hod finished their railways, but did not
wish to retrench the department entirely
unti] these surveys had been made.

Tae Prexier : Hear, hear.

Mr. GEORGE: Just ag people might
wish to cut down expenses in their busi-
ness, but might desire to strain a point if
they had good workmen, so it might be
with the Government. He had had a
great deal to do with railway cemstruc
tion, not only here, but in different parts
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of the world, and that was the idea which
occurred to him.

Tre PREMIER: Whatever the result
of the division might be, the time spent
in distussing this question of railway sur-
veys, although considerable, had not been
wasted, because we had been able to place
before the Houste and the country the
views of members relative to the pro-
spects of the Mount Margaret goldfield,
and the country between Menzies and
Leonora, and the country further north-
ward.  We had alse been able to place
before the country the position of the
goldfields at Dundas, of which the town
of Norseman was the principal centre.
Moreover, it had afforded him an oppor-
tunity of explaining the views the Govern-
ment entertained, and why they desirea
to make surveys to build these ratlways
He believed that when the matter was
really carefully considered, people would
come to the conclusion that the Govern-
ment were advocating this, not for some
political reason, but because they had
solid, good grounds for the action taken.
Just now the member for East Fremantle
(Mr. Holmes) made some reference to
these proposals, and, he thought, said
they were not just. The hon. member
certainly told us they were altogether op-
posed to good finance, and because he
{(the Premnier) jokingly remarked—for he
did not wish to say anything offensive—
that he (Mr. Holmes) was no doubt a
great financier, the member for Central
Murchison charged him with being abu-
give.

Mzr. HoLuss zaid he could manage his
business better than the Premier did the
country.

Tax PREMIER : Perhaps se. He be-
lieved the hon. member was a good man
of business, and he deserved the greatest
credit for his energy. DBut because he
(the Premier) made a joking remark, he
was accused of being abusive.

Mgr. IuLinoworTH: When it was made,
he thought the' Premier really meant it.

Tee PREMIER: If anything offensive
or abusive had been said, he ought to
apologise to the member for East Fre-
mantle. He was sure the member for
Central Murchison would acquit him of
saying anything intentionally offensive.
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Mg. ILunowortH : When the words
were spoken, he did not think the Pre-
mier was joking,

Tae PREMIER : If a member of the
Opposition deserved a hit, he did not
mind giving him one; but he was not in
the habit of being offensive to his own
supporters. Members who advocated
economy should always encourage the
making of surveys before being asked to
vote money for certain works. As a
rule, in this colony, members had been
asked to vote large sums of money to
make surveys to Menzies, Murchison,
Cue, and, in fact, everywhere almost, on
estimates based on what we might call
horseback inspection. They had very
seldom had full information before them
in order to know what the work would
cost ; and the reason was not far to seek.
Suppesing we were in such a hurry that
we had to get a Loan Bill passed in order
to borrow money ns scon as possible, a
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gurvey was taken offhand, and the whole I

thing carried out as quickly as it could
be, the House not being in a position

until a long period had elapsed to know .

the actual cost of the worl. Tn o great
work of construction, a large amount of
money might be wnsted through an error
with regard to n certain bank, or hridge,
or culvert over a marsh, in consequence
of survey not having been carefully
performed. If there was no intention

whatever to huild this railway, he should .

certainly be ome of those to vote against
the survey, because we did not want to
spend Bs., to say nothing of £5,000, when
there was uo intention of carrying out
the work. The member for Central Mur-
chison had told us a good many times
during the last two or three weeks that
there was no reasonable prospect of con-
structing the line.
would like to ask him what we were going
to do during the next few years. Were
we not going to build any more new rail-
ways? Were there no other great publie
works to be carried out!?

Mr. InuivowortH: Let the Govern-
ment pay their Treasury Gonds.

Mr. Leage: Let them pay their debts.

Tre PREMIER: If the hon. member
{Mr. Leake) should be so unfortunate as
to get a seat upon the Treasury benches,
we should get, in the first Governor’s
Speech. a poliev in regard to opening up

He (the Premier) -
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and developing this immense territory.
Unless things were very much worse than
he (the Premier) thought they would be,
he (Mr. Leake) would have to go back to
the comfortable chair he now occupied,
orelse havetobe equal to the necessities
of the eountry, We could afford railways
better now than ever we could.

Mr. GEoroE: The Premier must have
deceived us before then

Tee PREMIER: No one had been de-
ceived by him. Let people look at our
agsets now, as compared with what they
wer2 a little while ago.  This railway
must be built, whether next year or not,
unless we were going to suppose that
Norseman was never to be more than at
present, and that it would languish and
disappear altogether. Did anyone say
that Norseman, with that auriferous coun-
try extending nearly all the way between
it and Coolgardie, would remain as at pre-
sent? Would it not develop and increase?
His opinion was that it would develop and
increase very larpely; and therefore a
railvay must be built, A railway to
Norseman would assist ali the people of
the colony; and the comstituents of the
members of Fremantle would probably
benefit to a preater extent, or at any rate
to an equal extent, with the citizens of

' Perth ; whilst the people of Avon Valley

would benefit more than any other agri-
culturists in this colony, because they
would have a market. Tn the interests of
Norseman the railway should he built
from Coolgardie, because it would connect
it with the existing goldfields and all
other parts of the colony. OF course two
lines would be advantageous, but we could
no{ get them at present, and therefore
people at Norseman ought to rejoice at
any prospect of being connected with:
Coolgardie and the rest of the colony. It
would be in the interests of the pastora-
lists and the agriculturists of the colony,
becouse it would give them a better
market to the extent of the population on
tne goldfields. He was quite sure that
whether we looked at this question in the
interests of Norseman, or in the interests
of the eastern goldfields, or in the in-
terests of pasgtoralists and agriculturists,
or of Perth and Fremantle, or of Western
Australia generally, the best way to
serve Norseman was to connect it with
the existing railway system of the colony.
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For these reasons he hoped members '

would support the making of the survey.

Mp. WALLACE said he intended to
vote for the amendment. When speaking
generally on the Reappropriation Bill, he
stated this was one of the items he did
not agree to. [ the Premyer weuld
only listen to the advice of some hon. mem-
bers, he would see that the desire was to
“go slow,” as we were circumstanced at
present. Many other ways of spending
this £5,000 would give & quicker return.
Esperance being a portion of Western
Australia, it was onfair to cut that port
of from the other portion of- the
colony. Before we could be in a
position to build a line from Coolgardie
to Norseman, federation would again be
before us, and then hon. members might
see the necessity of having a railway to
Esperance, because Esperance would be
of value to us and to Australia as a
whole. He did not think the colony was
insolvent or bad. We were in a “corner”,
no doubt, and the colony required care-
ful handling to get through the difficulty ;
therefore this .£5,000, emall as it might
apvear, might be coaverted to a better
uge and be more beoficial than expending
it on this survey,

Horv. H W. VENN: The question
was whether we should or should not
commence the railway at Esperance, or
whether the line should or should not be
comtinued from Coolgardie. The Com-
mitee should not be misled in regard to
the issue. He had heard one if not more
hon. members say they intended to vote
for & survey of this line, asit would leave
them entirely free to reverse that vote
when the question came up again for the
construction. of the line. Those hon
members were deliberately wasting pub-
lic money. Those who were opposed to
the Coolgardie-Norseman line should de-
clare themslves now. It was not in the
mind of the Premier to construct a line
from Esperance to Norseman, and it was
not the desire of the House to do so. He
intended to vote for a line from Coolgar-
die to Norseman, and if that was the test
question now, he would vo*e for the sur-
vey. The Premier had said the colony
wag not able to afford this and that;
therefore one would have thought the
tolony was hardly able to afford this sur-
vey. Last night the Premier said we

tn Commiltee,

could mot afford abattoirs and chilling
works, there being no mopey; but now
the Premier said the country was never
in a better position to construct a railway
than now. If that was so, £5,000 was
nothing to a great country like this. It
was well to settle the question of the con-
struction of this line now, so that it should
not crop up again. This was not a trial
survey, but an abaolute survey that was Lo
be made between Norseman and Cool-
gardie; and if we authorised the Govern-
ment to make the survey, let us stick to
our guns and authorise the Government
to construct the railway.

Mr. MORAN: There was a good deal
in what the member for Wellington said,
for it was just as well for the Committee
to see what it was committing itself to.
We should first thoroughly satisfy our-
selves that this line would pay, and we
wanted to know what it would cost.
The Premier said it would cost £200,000,
but he (Mr. Moran) thought it was more
likely to cost £400,000. There was the
rolling-stock to be considered, also the
running of the trains and the fitting up.
He was sure the line from Coolgardie to
Norseman could not be constructed un-
der £300,000,

Tue Premmr: It could be done for
less,

Mr. MORAN: How much did it cost
per mile in Western Australia to con-
gtruct railway lines as an average!?

M=r. Leagr: About £4,000.

Mr. MORAN said that waas his opinion.

Tur PreEmier; Oh, no.

Mr. MORAN: Let us say £3,000.

Tae Premmr: We should not reckon
all the work that had been done between
Fremantle and Perth, and average that
with the other lines.

Mgr. MORAN: There would be a deep
cutting in this railway between Coolgar-
die and Norsemen, and there was a
nasty piece of country from the Slate
Rocks to Widgemooltha and on to
‘“Mount Morgan.” It was a most diffi-
oult piece of country — mountainous
country, so far as the poldfields country
~vas concerned. There were gullies
which would have to be bridged over,
and big cuttings would have tobemade.
As to the mineral wealth of the country
en route, he would be silent. Where
once the ring of hammers was heard, and
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where there were formerly meany pros-
pectors, a dead rabbit was found the
other day.

Trm Prexmr: A good many men were
there now.

Mg, MORAN: There was this perma-
nent difticulty that the line was to be
constructed into an absolutely water-
less country. The Government wished
to construct the railway to Norseman,
which in itself was waterless, and water
might have to be carted from Northam
to Norseman. If the Coolgardie water
scheme were now constructed, there
might be ne objection to the Norseman
line being built; but the Premier had
no intention of constructing the Coolgar-
die water scheme before this railway
line.

Txe Premier said he did not say that.

Mr. MORAN said he was saying it for
the Premier.

Tae PREMIER:
at Widgemooltha and other places.

Mr., MORAN: Full of emptiness.

Tue PremiEr: The tank at Widge-
mooltha had been running over for some
time.

Mr. MORAN: The evaporation per
annum was 7 feet, and how much water
would be left in a 10 feet tank, if there
were 7 feet of evaporation? He had
beenr informed by a high authority in
the Railway Department, that the de-
partment was entfirely opposed to the
construction of the line from Coolgerdie
to Norseman.

MRr. Moroaxs: The same argument
applied to the Menszies line.
Mr. MORaN: But the Menzies line

wag built. No doubt the same argument
applied; but, in the case of Menzies, it
was only necessary to go a little further
to get a big freshwater supply. On the
road from Esperance there was no fresh-
water. Was the Coolgardie water scheme
geing to be carried out?

TeE PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. MORAN: And when finighed}

Tue Premigr: In three years

Mr. MORAN: Well, in the name of
goodness, why was the permanent survey
required now? It was, no doubt, to fulfil
the promise made by the Premier. But
what was a Premier's promise, in these
chanped times, compared to the import-
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ance of the issues involved? if the Pre-
mier did give his promise, why
gshould every member be bound
thereby, seeing that, as the IPre-
mier well knew, members were al-
lowed a little latitude, and must be al-
lowed latitude, if they had to be honest?
As for the Coolgardie water scheme, he
had not yet, even in his dreams, seen it
carried out; and that was the reason he
was supporting the proposal for a line
tn Mount Leonora, seeing that it was just
ag well to have two,strings to one's bow.
The proposed survey would simply raise
false hopes. There would be a shortage
in the revenue next year, and, so far as
he could see, the financial condition of
the colony would not improve for a year
ot two more. It would be unwise to en-
deavour to pay off the indebtedness next
year, and the proper policy was to pro-

_ vide out of loan funds for the deficit of

The tanks were full -

£200,000. The works which had caused
the deficit were properly chargeable to
loan; and, instead of undertaking un-
necessary works, there ought to be a
transfer from the revenue account to the
loan account. Bunbury harbour and
other works, from which our children’s
children were going to benefit, ought not
to be paid for out of revenue, but to be
chargeable to loan. Hon. members would
be acting properly by not taking the
faintest notice of the claims which had
been put forth by Kalgoorlie, claims put
forth in no reasonable or rational
manner. As a member for the district,
he treated these claims with the con-
tempt they deserved. The language of a
section most active on the question, in
reference to this House, and more par-
ticularly in reference to the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans}, who was re
spected and esteemed by hon. members
because he had the audacity to represent
the interests of his comatituents, was
worthy of the contempt of every man
in the House. When the Menzies line
was built, Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie sank
their differences, or said they would sink
their differences, and loyally abide by the
Government's decision. If ever any rail-
way had to be built in future, he, for one,
would loyally sbide by whatever decision
was come to by the officers of the Govern-
ment. He would discountenance any agi-
tation which had for its object the
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stirring up of strife between the two
tcwns.

Mg, GroroE: Who did it!

Mgr. MORAN : It was known by whom
this unworthy strife was stirred up; and
he took the opportunity of saying, on
behalf of his constituents, that he was
entirely ashamed of the foul language
which had been used in speaking of the
member for Coolgardie, who, after all,
was a respectable gentleman who had
brought a large amount of eapital into
the colony, and perhaps had not had the
luck he deserved. At any rate, the hon.
member did not deserve obloquy, when
advancing the interests of his constitu-
ents. The claim for the construction of
this line at the present time was pre-
posterous. The country could not afford
the line, and these goldfields, which were
only four years old, had a good railway
service already. Tt was a moot question
whether we had not gone too far in ex-
penditure in this colony, and the pressing
claims for a line from Esperance to the
goldfields were mere bombast. What was
wanted was the present Governmenf not
to tinker with the tariff. There was a
railway 400 miles into the desert;
whereas the Queensland goldfields had
not one railway yet, and the goldfields
in New South Wales were in the same
position. He would not advocate the
wild scheme for this railway, in the pre-
sent position of this colony ; and in con-
nection with its construction were many
grave considerations. Two years ago he
said the solution of the difficulty would
be found in allowing the people of Esper-
ance and Norseman te build a narrow
gauge contour line by private enterprise,
and that was his opinion still. If these
people could find the money—and the
member for the district said capital was
ready—they ought to be allowed to build
such a line ; and a contour line or tram
from Esperance to Norseman would serve
the goldfields well for many a long year.
The traffic of a goldfield was greatest in
its early stages, because when all the
machinery had gone up, the traffic fell
aff, there being little or no back traffic;
and a tram would be all that was neces-
gary to carry the ore down. If machinery
was going up, ore was not coming
down, and if ore was going down,
machinery was not geing up. Cool-
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gardie and Kalgoorlie had no claims
whatever to be considered in the matter.
Norseman must be considered on its own
meruts. To preveni the construction of
a narrow- gauge line, under the circum-
sinnces he had indicated, would be riding
the hobby against private enterprise too
far. Such a tramway could not compete
with the railway system, and it was n &
desired that it gshould, because we could
not afford £100,000 for an ordinary
line of railway at the present; but, if a
compauy was prepared to put the money
down, and deposit a guarantee of£10,000
in & bank, that company ought to be al-
‘owea .o build an ore tramway, and he fo:
one could see mo shadow of argument
against such an undertaking. There was
ne ground for fear, from the political as-
pect of the case; because such atramway
could never compete with the present
railways, which really formed the high
way to Europe. An ore tramway would
give all that was required, and inspire
the Esperarce people with hope. Aleve;
sand-bed wag about the best in the world
on which to build a railway line, which,
to give a service of 12 miles an hour,
could be constructed cheaply and reason-
ably. He was a great believer in private
enterprise, wunder proper restrictions,
because he believed it had civiliced the
world. The Government.always had it
in their power to buy any private rail-
way company out, if the Govern-
ment desired to construct an ordin-
ary railway line. There was no ar-
gument againgt the comstruction of a
tramway, but every argument in favor of
such & work, The proposal of the Gov-
ernment ought not to be entertained, be-
cause we had no water supply, and this
would be running a railway into a desert
with no hope of adequate traffic.

At 6.30 pm. the Cramrmaw left the
chair.

At 7.30 the CraiRMaN resumed the
chair.

Tere COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): Most of the
members who had listened to the differ-
ent arguments for and against this
proposed survey, had already made
up their minds as to how they
would vote; therefore it would not
be neceseary for him to detain
the Committee long. Most of the argu-
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ments adduced pointed to the fact that,
on the seore of economy, it was necessary
to obtain information on the question o1
this railway, sc as to enable the Govern-
ment eventually to prepare a correct. esti-
mate of the work It was especially
necessary, in a work of this charaecter,
that a survey should be made, and for
that reason the Government decided to
place in this schedule a sufficient sum for
the purpose.  Of course some reliable in-
formation had beew obtained for the pur-
poses of this line between Coolgardie and
Norseman:; but, as the character of the
country was gomewhat different from that
over which the goldfields lines in general
ran, being somewhat hilly in parts, hon.
members would doubtlegs perceive there
wos & great mnecessity for a survey, to
enable the department to prepare a cor-
rect estimate. Money so spent would
be well spent. There was at present »
staff of surveyors who had been recently
engaged upon surveys throughout the
colony, who were ready to undertake this
work ; and, having such an experienced
staff, it would be much more economical
to do the work now, than to dispense
with the staff and be compelled eventual-
ly to appoint surveyors to carry out the
work who might not have the same ex-
perience. He was glad to see this point
had been noted by the member for
the Murray (Mr. George).  Some
hon. members touched on the ques
tion of the route the railway would take,
and doubts had been expressed as to the
distance the line would run from Redhill.
From observations which had been taken,
he believed the distance from that place
would be about 15 miles, but it was a
matter for future decision. All along the
line, even to within 20 miles of Norse-
man, the country was of an auriferous
character ; and this fact alone should be
sufficiently encouraging to induce the
Committee to undertake the work. Sev-
eral places elong the route were cominy
into prominence. Some 20 miles from
Norseman there was the Peninsula, which
wag likely to be a rising place in the fu-
ture; and there were other places which
had been known to be auriferous, and
which, with the advantages of an im-
proved water supply, would be thoroughly
prospected in the future.
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Me. Vosrer: All such places lay be-
tween Esperance and Norseman.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: They lay between Coolgardie
and Norsemsan, and consequently they
would all be served by theline. Experience
showed that the prospects of a good water
supply was more favorable along this
route than on any other iine hitherio con-
siructed on the goldfields. A quantity
of water amounting to 10,000,000 saiicus
bad already been impounded in three re-
servoirs, and would be used for the future
railway. The coption area which served
these tanks was very satisfactory, and the
tanks filled with great rapidity. Apart
from the existing water supply, there
were suitable areas all” along the route
where water could be conserved much
more easily than in any part of the gold-
fields beyond Boorabbin. ‘The nature of
the country lent itself to the conservation
of water, and enough could be secured at
a very small expense for all railway re-
quirements. The country, too, being
south of the principal parts of the gold-
fields, was favorably situated as regarded
the rainfall ; therefore water would be
more easy to obtain than in the dryer re-
gions towards Kalgoorlie and Menzies
All these comsiderations showed that
there need be no anxiety as to water sup-
ply in respect to this future railway, as
even the normal rainfall would give a
sufficient supply, as had been proved by
the tanks already constructed, which held
well and were full at the present time.
There should be therefore no two
oninions with regard to this question.
Even admitting that the survey would be
made only for obtaining an estimate of
the cost of the railway, gtill it was unde-
niable that the only practicable means
of providing Norseman with railway com-
munication was by adopting the course
now proposed by the Government, by
connecting it with Coolgardie, thus bring-
ing the Norszeman people in direct com-
munijeation with all the railway gystema
of the country. He and other speakers
had clearly pointed out on a previous oe-
casion, that to construct a railway from
Esperance to Norseman would involve a
separate railway system, with the neces-
gary locomotive and other workshops,
and an entirely new set of rolling stock,
to work that line; whereas, by continu-
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ing the line from Coolgardie as now pro- | best judges as to which line would be

posed, we could make use of the rolling
stock already provided for the railway
system generall..  With regard to the
cost of the line, that would be better
known on completion of the survey. The
experience gained in the past, in placing
estimatea of railways before the House,
showed that the information to be
acquired by a proper survey was abso-
lutely necessary, and that the money now
agked for would be well spent if applied
to such & pwpose. Whether the line
would be built in the near future depended
entirely upon the condition of the colony
and the will of Parliament. There wag
nv doubt we must do something early to
connect the town of Norseman with the
railway syetem of the colony, and it could
pot be dope in a better way than that pro-
posed by the Government. He thought
members, even if not inclined te commit
themselves to the railway itself, would
assist the Government by agreeing to this
vote,

Mr. CONOLLY: The member for
East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) was the
only one who had brought forward a pro-
position, in this debate, for the construc-
tion of a line from Esperance to Norse
man by private enterprise; and it was
only fair that he {(Mr. Conolly), as mem-
ber for the district, should say a few
words in support of that propoeal. Con-
sidering the present financial position of
the colony, and taking into consideration
the fact that the Government had been
compelled to withdraw their proposition
as made in the Governor’s Speech, to
construct a line immediately from Cool-
gardie to Norseman, it would be the
means of meeting the difficulty at a far
earlier date, and far more satisfactorily
and economically to the whole country, if
the Government would now relax in some
degree their attitude rdlative to the
policy of building the railway by private
enterprise. He hoped that before the
gession closed he (Mr. Conolly) would
have an opportunity of bringing forward
a measure having this object in view,
and that when it came forward it would
receive the favoursble comsideration of
the Premier and the Government. Re-
garding the few words uttered by the
Premier, he would like to say that surely

1
i
|

b
!
F

the Norseman people themselves were the .

the most advantageous to them. The
Premier had repeatedly said the line
from Coolgardie to Norseman would
serve the Norseman people better than
one from Esperance to Norseman; but
he (Mr. Conolly) could scarcely conceive
there could be any real doubt as to
which of the two lines the Norseman peo-
ple would prefer, and which would be of
most benefit to them.

Tug PrEMIER had said he had a strong
opinicn about it.

Mr, CONOLLY: It was not a fair
thing, either to the people of Norseman
or to the House, for the Premier to con-
fuse the views of those people with his
own opinion,

Tur PremiBr: As to their opinion, he
had never said a word.

Mr. CONOLLY: What the Premier
said wns that the line from Coolgardie to
Norseman would serve them best.

Tur Premier: Yes; in his opinion

Mr. CONOLLY : Surely the people of
Norseman should be allowed to know
what would serve them best. It was
they who had to develop the field and
live there, and who would be benefited
or otherwise by = line.

Mg. Vosrer: Which did they prefer?

Mr. CONOLLY: Undoubtedly they
preferred a line from Esperance to
Norseman; and if the Premier were
there himeelf and engaged in the deve-
lopment of that field, he would share
their opinion.

Toe Prpuigr: There was a very
different opinion when he was at Norse-
man.

Mr. CONOLLY: There was not. A
[arge majority of the people of Norseman
would undoubtedly prefer the line from
Esperance ; and surely any member look-
ing at the situation must fully recognise
the greater advantages of heing con-
nected with the seaport of KEsperance
than with another goldfield.

Tue Premmer: All the capitalists and
mine owners wanted it the way proposed.

Mr. CONOLLY: The right hon. gen-
tleman was absolutely mistaken. There
might be a few people who had always
advocated the line from Coolgardie, but
they did so principally because they
thought they might be able to get that
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sooner than a line from Esperance, and
not because they preferred it.

Mg Vosrer: That was the reason.

Mr. CONOLLY: The Premier must
know that people held this opinion.

Tne Preumer: The line proposed
would, in his opinion, be more to the in-
terest of the people at Norseman

Mr. CONOLLY: With all due defer-
ence, the opinion of the Premier was not
of equal weight to that of the people
who lived there, and who must know
better than the right hon. gentleman
what they required.

Tue Premigr: The opinion he had
expressed could not be altered.

Mr. CONOLLY: The opinion of the
Premier had always been against con-
neeting Norseman with its natural port.
With reference to the cost, the Commis-
sioner of Railways had endeavoured to
prove that the line from Coolgardie
would not cost more than one from Espe-
rance ; but it did not require an expert
to realise the economy there must be in
constructing a line from Esperance, as
compared with the cost of constructing
one from Coolgardie.

Tur CoumissioNER oF Rammwarvs:
Nothing was said by him about the com-
parative cost of the line. He only said
this survey would supply information.

Mr. CONOLLY: It was only fair
to the country, the people, and the
finances of the colony that the Govern-
ment should make themselves acquainted
with the particulars surrounding such a
question as this. The member for Cool-
gardie was eloquent in spesking of the
desert between Esperance and Norse-
man. It might be a surprise to him to
know that this year, in that district,
there were 300 acres put under cultiva-
tion. The minds of Ministers were ab-
solutely closed, and they would not en-
tertain anything that might be favour-
able to the people of Esperance.

Top Premier: The land referred to
was only a patch.

Mgr. CONOLLY: There were, as he
had said, 300 acres under cultivation,
whick this year would produce a ton to
the acre.

Mgz. Yosper: The Duke of Orleans Bay
was unrivalled, in that matter.

Toe Premier said he had been there.
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Tue Coumissioner of Ranwars: It waa
a matter of opinion. _

Me. CONOLLY: If anyone were to
stand up in the House and produce before
iz Government the most conclusive evi-
dence, the Government would still remain
unchanged in regard to this question. He
would like to refer to a few expressions
from the member for Toodyay (Mr. Quin-
lan). That hon. member said he knew
th= class of people at Esperance, who were,
he averred, land speculators, land sharks,
and so forth. That was very interesting,
especially from the member for Toodyay
himaelf. He would like to know from the
hon. member how he personally had bene-
fited or otherwise from the influx of popu-
lation into this colony. He would like
to koow what amount of unearned incre-
ment the old settlers of Western Austra-
lin had obtained from the large influx of
pepulation. He (Mr. Conolly), as one who
came to the colony, congratulated them
on it. He had no reason to say they
should not have made it, Lat he wruld
like to point out to gentlemen like the
member for Toodyay that it was out of
place to refer in a deprecating manner to
those people down at Esperance who
owned any land. What the hon. member
had said was not gnoken at all as a com-
pliment, or to the credit of the people
there, but it was levied at them as a kind
of reproach that they owned land at Es-
perance.  People ai Esperance were not
these land speculators, nor did they bear
tne characteristics of the land apeculater,
which were in many cases to be found here
in Perth. They had built houses, and
had brought their wives and families to
live at Esperance. A few minutes ago he
heard 8 member say there were only
150 people in Eaperance ; so, what could
anyone expect when hon. members spoke
of the place in such a way as that? Only
a short time ago there were 150 children
going to the Esperance school. These
people had bought the land, the Govern-
ment having received the money, and the
people had built homes, opened up buai-
nesses, and brought their families finally
to become citizens and colonists of Wes-
tern Australin. These were the people
of whom the hon. member said in a re-
proachful manner, they were a lot of land
speculators. He wanted to know what
i righi any hon. member had to expross




1582 Eeappropriation Bill :

himself in such a manner about Esper-
ance. It was not right, fair, nor was it
justified. The Government might plead
that the line from Coolgardie to Norseman
would benefit Norseman, but the Govern-
ment would never be able to construct the
line without leaving an indelible tarnish on
theirr records as administrators of this
culony.  The people of Esperance had
goue there, and the Government had en-
couraged them to build their town; the
Government had given every cncourage-
ment to the people that any Govern-
ment could give. The Government had
assisted the people of Esperance, and had
expended Government money in the town ;
and, apart from the Government money
which had been expended, there was the
encouragement which the Government had
given to other people when they saw the
Government qonstructing buildings. [t
wag a4 promise not given in wards, but
actions. The Government had pledged
themspelves by their actions that they
would maintain this town; and now the
Government suddenly, after all this work
had been done, swept the people of Es-
perance out of their homes.  Although
the Minister for Works might smile over
this, the action the Government had
taker towards Esperance would never con-
duce to the credit of the Government. It
would be an action that would stand un-
paralleled in the political history of Aus-
tralia. It would close one of the best
of the harbours in Western Australia; it
would divert trade from its natural
channel, and bring it to Fremantle, while
nature had placed a natural harbour with-
in 100 miles of the goldfields.

Tre Prexier: With what object were
we doing this}

Mr. CONOLLY: It would be summed
up in one word: Centralieation. Thai
was the object. The policy of centralisa-
tion ; which he might say, in some degree,
had been followed by some Governments,
but not in the same degree as the Govern-
ment were proposing to carry it out in
regard to Esperance. He did not think
any Government in Australin would at-
tempt to divert traffic in the way in which
the Government were attempting to divert
it in this case; and although the Govern-
ment might carrv this work out, it would
never do them credit, now, or in the
future. Although the proposition which
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the Government had brought forward had
placed him {(Mr. Conolly) in a difficult posi-
tion, he was going to vote for the survey.
He could not refuse to do so. The Gov-
ernment had done an unnecessary and
cruel injury to Esperance and the distriet
by bringing in suchk a proposition as this
without carrying it out. If the Govern-
ment had eeen fit to bring the proposition
forward, the Government should have
carried it out at once. Aninjury had been
done to the town and district of Norseman,
The Government had raised indignation
againet them throughout the lengih and
breadth of the goldfields; and now the
Government said all we could do was to
make a survey of this line. If the Gov-
ernment were going to construct this line
they should have brought forwerd a pro-
position at once; if they could not con-
struct it, they should never have raised
the indignation and outery throughout
the goldfields. It had been most eruel
to the people of Esperance. Although the
Premier spoke in sympathetic tones some-
times of the people of Esperance, at other
times he spoke in a most deprecatory
tone of them. Esperance people were
colonists of Western Australia; they be-
longed to Western Australia, and con-
tributed to the revenue, and asgsisted, in
proportion to the population, in carrying
the indebtedness of Western Australia.
The Government of this colony had no
right to ignore and literally ruin a por-
tion of the population. The present posi-
tion had been brought about by the Gov-
ernment’s own action. If the Govern-
ment had not intended to make the town
of Esperance, if they had intended that
people should not live and prosper there,
they should never have taken the money
from the people for the purchase of the
land ; they should never have surveyed a
town there, nor expended public money
there. The people of Esperance thanked
the Premier for the works that had Leen
carried out; but what had been the re-
sult? It had been a taunt to the people
of Esperance. It had lured the people
to build homes and consider the town a
benefit to them ; and, now that the Gov-
ernment had done all thig, they delibera-
tely swept the town off the face of the
earth.

Tep Presier: This House had heard a
good deal about Easperance lately.
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Mgr. CONOLLY: And it would hear
more in the future. “Esperance” would
never be a welcome word to the Premier.
He understood that the Premier had no
reason to like Esperance, as associated
with it were many matters which would
not reflect ¢redit on the head of the Gov-
ernment.

Mz, EWING : Although supporting this
item, he did not bind himself to support
the railway when it came up for construe-
tion.
regard to the construction of the railway,
but it was highly desirable that the sur-
vey should be made, so that, when we
came to consider the matter, we should
have the facts fully and properly before
us.

Mr. LEAEKE: One would have ex-
pected, during the course of the debate,
to have heard some utterance from the
Government benches, which would have
amounted to an assurance that this con-
templated little work was absolutelr
necessary.  We had not heard from either
of the Ministere who had spoken that it
was intended to conmstruct this proposed
railway, or how much it would cost. He
might just as well repeat what he had
said on the other items, that this was a
paltry subterfuge, a miserable excuse,
which the Government had to meke with
regard to their announced railway policy
in the Governor’s Speech. Woeorks amount-
ing to something like half a million of
money had been abandoned ; and yet the
Government, now told hon. members they
wanted the paltry sum of £9,000 for the
survey of two railway lines, which the
Government had not the face to tell us
they meant to force on Parliament in the
near future. The Government knew per-
fectly well that, so far as the Coolgardie-
Norseman railway was  concerned,
there were many points of difference
amongst hon. members ; and whilst some-
thing might be said in favour of the
Menzies to Leonora railway as one of the
goldfields trunk lines, still no argument
had been brought forward to show that
this line was either necessary or required,
or that it was seriously advacated. It
could not be constructed or commenced
within the next three or four years; and
yet we were asked to reappropriate money
out of a Loan Act for what the Govern-
ment told us, and the Government thought
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members of the House foolish enough to
believe, were works of urgent necessity.
There was no principle whatever, political
or otherwise, which could justify the Gov-
ernment in asking for a reappropriation
of loan moneys, unless the works to which
the money was intended to be applied
were worke of urgency or importance.
Taking the Norseman railway, there was
no doubt it was & vexed question, for it
had not yet been decided by a distinct
vote of the House whether the railway
should start from Esperance or Coolgar-
die. That had not been fairly debated.
The only reference to the railway line from
Esperance to Coolgardie had been
promptly emothered by the Ministry ; and
neither the member for the district nor
any other member had had s fair oppor-
tunity of discussing the question as a
great political concern. He sympathised
with the member for Dundas in the dif-
ficult position in which he found himself.
The member for Pilbarra made an excel-
lent point when debating this question,
for he pointed out that the route of the
railway from Coolgardie to Norseman was
not settled, nor was it likely to be setiled
for some time. And he (Mr. Leake) was
with the member for Pilbarra when he
suggested that & survey of a railway direct
from Coolgardie to Norseman would pro-
bably be along & particular route, which
in the course of a few months might turn
out to be an abeolutely useless one,
It was one which might have to be de-
parted from altogether, and consequently
the expenditure now contemplated would
be absolutely useless, if not in the
course of the next two or three months,
at any rate in the next two or threeyears,
before the line could be constructed. The
Committee had been told by the Govern-
ment that one of the great advantages of
a railway from Coolgardie to Norseman
was that the water which had been stored
in the tanks at Widgemooltha, and one or
two other places, could be utilized. That
argument, childish as it might appear,
was quite on a par with and characteris-
tic of the arguments generally advanced
by members of the Ministry, when advo-
catin~ any particularly pet scheme; and
it waa an argument which could be com-
mended for what it is worth to the con-
sideration of hon. membera.
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argument was never used. 1 b

Mr LEAEKE: Ob, constantly used. |

Tag Premier: No.

M. LEAKE: When Ministers were |
in a difficulty, they never knew what they ,
said or what they thought. What they .
thought they did not say, and what they
said thev did not mean, and it wae always
difficult to fathomn the minds of hen. !
gentlemen on the Government benches. |
The only ability these gentlemen display-
ed was in dodging difficulties and getting
themselves out of holes, in which they un-
fortunately found themselves placed bv
their own errors.

MRr. A. ForresT: When a man was
in a hole, it was clever to get out of it.

Mr. LEAKE: The member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) had advanced a
particularly sound argument, when he
said that in Do circumstances would thia
railway be justified until after the com-
pletion of the Coolgardie water scheme.
That was an argument with which he
(Mr. Leske) agreed entirely. One of
the greatest difficulties which had to be
contended with during last summer was
the want of water for engines along the
eastern railways.

Mz. Moran:
next summer.

Mr. LEAKE: Last summer water had
to be hauled from Northam nearly the
whole way along the line; and inasmuch
as the tanks at Widgemooltha and other
places would only hold a few days’ supply
for the engines, it followed that, in the
event of another dry season, the depart-
ment would be forced to drag water all
the way from Northam, not only to Cool-
gardie, but to Norgeman. Yet in the
face of all this, the Government proposed
not to wait until this Coolgardie water
icheme should be completed, but actually
to reappropriate money from that very
scheme, which was the essence of the
whole affair, and apply it to this unneces-
gary railway. Harmless and apparently
inoffensive as the vote might appear, in-
volving the sum of £5,000 only, yet
when the actual railway was brought up
for consideration, hon. members would
be told they had voted for the survey,
and thereby impliedly pledged them-
gelves to vote for the construction of the

i

It might be the same
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Hon. H. W. Vegny: That was bound to

e,
Mr. LEAEE: It was astoniching to
find the member for Wellington pledging
himself to vote for this item, salthough
he was opposed to the railway.

Hon. H. W. Vexn said he was not op-
posed te the railway, but he considered

. the survey might be postponed.

Mgr. LEAEKE: That was the astonish-
ing part. The hon. member thought

| the survey might be put off, and yet he

was going to vote for it at once, telling
the Committee candidly that those who
voted for the survey pledged themeelves
to vote for the railway afterwards.

Tue Premigr: If the position of the
colony did not justify it, a member need
not vote for the railway.

Mg, LEAEE: That was just the sort
of argument the Premier made use of.
The Premier would point to Hensard
with the finger of scorn, or the smile of
gatisfaction, and tell hon. members they
could not go back on the vote they had
given in 1898 for the survey of the line;
pointing out that when the survey was
before them was the time to have ob-
jected to the construction of the railway.
That was & miserable attempt to trick
hon. members into a pledge, from which
possibly they would find a difficulty in
withdrawing at some future date. It
was a monstrous proposition to put be
fore an assembly of reasonable men.
But, after all, the Committee need not
be astonished, for the Government were
in such extreme straits that they were
lost to all semse of political candour—
he was going to say decency, but per
haps the Government would not like that
word, and he would not use it. The
Government were lost to all sense of true
politics when they were found coming
down with a miserable schedule such as
thie. It was humiliating—he would not say
it was contemptible, because somebody
might object to that word also, though
it was difficult to find a word which pro
perly suited the position in which hon
members and the Governmeni wers
placed. He did not suppose anything he
could say would influence votes upon thit
question ; but he had hoped that, wher
favoured by speeches from the Premie
and from his right-hand man, the Com
missioner of Railways, hon. memben
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would hear something about the neces-
sity for these lines, something about
their probable cost, about the routes, and
about the time 1n which it was proposed
to construct the works. That wretched
paragraph in the lengthy speech of His
Excellency, the Government had been
compelled to throw to the winds—that
paragraph which was the one flourish in
June last, when the Government said
their public works policy was going to
be two goldfields railways, for which
money was .0 be reappropriated.  The
Bonny Vale line could scarcely be treated
seriously, and he was sure the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) did not ex-
pect him to make any reference to it.
But two railways were flourished in the
faces of hon. members, and yet, within
a few weeks, these railways were abso-
lutely abandoned. The Government dare
not go on with them, and it could only
be supposed they were nothing less than
frightened. In place of railway proposals,
the Committee were now asked to vote
£4,000 for the survey of one line, and
£5,000 for the survey of another. The
Government had made promises during
the course of this session of other works
and other improvements, amongst which
might be mentioned, c¢asually, im-
provements to the Lemislative Assembly
Chamber and the surrounding premises,
at a cost of something like £10,000. Tt
would, have been far better to spend
£10,000 on the improvement of the Gov-
ernment offices around the Chamber, and
in the improvement of the Chamber
itself, than to practically waste money on
the two pronosed railway surveys. If
half what the Premier said was true
about there being auriferous countrv the
whole of the wav between Coolgardie and
Norseman, mining centres would no
doubt spring up ; but what was a mining
centre one day was not a mining centre
the next. Population shifted from quarter
to quarter, and a survey made to-day
might not be worth anything fo-morrow.
It was foolish to ask the Committee to
pledge themselves to the expenditure of
this money, when they did not know how
or when the railways were to be buit.

Amendment—that the item be struck
out—oput, and a divizion taken, with the
following result:—
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Ayes . 15
Noes ... 18
Majority against |
Ages, Noes.
Mr. Higham Hon. 8, Burt
Mtr. Holmes Mr. Ewing
Mr. Hooley 8ir John Forrest
Mr. Ilingworth Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Kingsmill Mr. George
Mr. Leake Mr. Gregory
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Hall
Mr. Moran Mr. Hubble
Mr, Oats Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Quinlan Mr. Locke
8ir J. . Lee Steere | Mr. Morguns
Mr. Vosper Mr. Pennefather
My. Wallace Mr. Pimse
Mr. Wilson Mr. Throssell
Mr. Kenny Hon. H. W. Venn
(Teller) Mr. Conolly
{Teller)

Amendment thus negatived, and the
item passed.

Workshops (railway) at Midland Junc-
tion, £30,000:

MR HIGHAM moved that the item be
struck out. He did so, not in the hope of
preventing the removal of the railway
workshops from Fremantle, for he realised
that the site was not suitable, being tao
small and also too valuable to be occupied
by these buildings : but when the Govern-
ment proposed to spend £30,000 on work-
shops at Midland Junction to take the
place of those at Fremantle, and when he
knew there were a thousand other objects
to which the sum might be devoted with
greater advantage, it was time to protest
against such & temporary expedient. In
view of the present state of affairs in the
workshope at Fremantle, it was not wise
to remove them at once. The workmen,
far from impeding each other, as they
did a few months ago, had been compel-
led to mutually agree to work five days a
week.  There was no congestion in the
shops at present; there was no preat
quantity of rollmv stock to be put to-
gether and the work in hand was mostly
in the nature of remairs.  This work of
remova: might therefore stand over for
gome time; and, when it wns undertaken,
a sufficient sum chould be put on the Esti-
mates, and not a naltry amount such as
this. Last week, in reply to a question
of the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
Solomon), it was stated that £28,000 had
already been expended on the quagmire at
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Midland Junction; end what did we see
for it? Comparatively nothing. £5,000
had been spent on the preparation of the
sites, and the preparation consisted meraly
of levelling the soil. An expenditure of
nearly £60,000 must be incurred before
the heavy machinery required for the
workshops could be erected. The nature
of the ground was not suitable for heavy
machinery, and proper foundations would
be very costly,

Tee CoMMISSIONER
That was absurd.

Mg, HIGHAM: It had been fairly well
proved, and would be found so in the end.
The result of the expenditure of this sum
of £30,000 would merely be to isolate a
amall section of the works from those at
present in Fremantle. Tt would not pro-
vide a workshop for even one department,
and would lead to disorganisation, to in-
effective work, and to considerable ex-
pense for supervision. The results would
not be satisfactory. If the (overnment
desired to remove these workshops, as
they did

Honx. H. W.
decided upon it.

Mg. Georae: Not this Parliament.

Mr. HIGHAM: It was during the
session of 1896. Tf the Government de-
sired to make this change, they should go
about-it in a serious way, and expend a
sum which would lead to the more econo-
mical working of these workshops. The
recent proposal would thoroughly dis-
organise the body of men now employed,
and would lead to a greatly increased ex-
pense. A considerable expenditure must
even now be incurred in Fremantle in
building new running sheds, and it would
be utterlyabsurd to proceed with the
alterations in the slipshod manner now
proposed.

- Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): The hon.
tmember could hardly be serious in his
amendment, though there might be a
good deal of sense in some of his remarks.
His contention appeared to be that,
though it was neceasary to remove the
workshops from Fremantle, we ought not
to do it just now, but te wait till we
could devote sufficient money to under-
take the work at one time, instead of
disorganising the department by having

oF Ramwways:

Venx: The House had
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some of the workshops at Midland Juno-
tion and the others at Fremantle, The
reason why the vote was asked for was
that it was necessary to provide £10,uwl
to recoup the vote from which this
amount had been obtained, for the
amount already expended, thus leaving
an amount of about £20,000 to be ex-
pended this year. With that £20,000 it
was proposed to erect a. portion of the
wood-working branch of the locomotive
works, and during next year it was hoped
that another portion of these works
would be proceeded with. He had con-
sulted with the Locomotive Engineer on
this matter, and found that the wood-
working branch could be economically
conducted at Midland Junction; and as
the fittings and foundations in connec-
tion with that branch would net be so
heavy as those required for the
maechinery, erection, and other repairing
shops, this small work could be com-
menced out of the money it was proposed
to ask the Committee to vote. The Gov-
ernment had given great consideration to
the question of the workshops generally,
and no one regretted more than he and
other members of the Cabinet that these
works had not been pushed on rmore
quickly. Everyone knew that all possible
information should be gained with regard
to the workshops to be erected; and,
although many designs had been prepared
from time to time, still when the Engi-
neer-in-Chief went to England it was de-
cided that, beéfore commencing the work,
ke should be asked to obtain expert
opinion with regard to the design. More
delay had thus been caused ; otherwise o
portion of the work would have been put
in hand much sooner. The wood-working
part of the establishment would be first
taken in hand. Anyone who would take
the trouble to visit Fremantle now would
find the branch in a congested state, not
conducive either to good werkmanship
or to economy.
Mz. Higman:
longer existed.
Tes COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Tt still existed. Only a few
days ago the head of the locomotive
branch stated that if the Government
could not find the money to erect these
wood-working shops at Midland Junction,
about £4,000 or £5,000 must he found

That congestion no
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for further improvements in the Fre-
mantle establishment, which was being
carried on under great difficulties On
& prior occasion, when this question was
before the House, it had been nointed out
that to continue these works at Fre
mantle only meant loss to the country ;
and during the past two years from
£6,000 to £7,000 had been expended i
the erection of lLuildings at Fremanntle,
which sum might have been saved if the
new works could have been proceeded
with. Not only had the work to be done
in workshops entirely unsuited for the
purpose, but it was done at great loss
and with great inconvenience.  Some
steps must at once be tnken to put thix
work in hand, and he hoped the hon
member would not press his amendment,
for he must agree to the necessity Zor
immediate action in connection with the
removnl of the workshops from Fre
mantle. In the interests of Fremantle,
the hon. member should not lose sight
of the fact that this removal would he
gradual ; and, though the wood-working
shops could be erected at once, consider-
able time must elapse before the other
works could be removed. It was pro-
posed to prepare the foundations, and
have everything in readiness to permil
of the removal of the machinery from
Fremantle with as little stoppage of work
as possible. Every possible effort would
be made to prevent delay. Of all the
itema upon this schedule, this one should
be allowed to remain intact, and he ap-
pealed to hon. members to assist him in
maistaining it in the Bill

Mz. GEORGE: The mover of the
smendment would not, he hoped, take
the advice of the Commissicner of Rail-
ways. In the debate in connection with
these workshops a few years ago, one
argumemt was that, in consequence of
baving the workshops at Fremantle, the
machinery was gradually being rusted
and rendered of no use through the sea
air; but although some four years had
elapsed, no complainte were heard mow
of the machinery being unable to carry
on the work owing to the effect of the
gea air. We were also told that the
workshops at Fremantle were not able
to cope with the work of the colonv, and
that the increased rolling-stock could not be
deasc with there; that unless these work-
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shops were built at once, there would be
a terrible breakdown ; and that there was
no possibility of making profits, whilst
there would be a probability of making
a great loss.  Another thing said was
that phe men were working in water.
We were not told that they had to learn
swimming or to have diving dresses, but
we were led to understand their health
was suffering preatly from the effects of
damp in the workshops. Seeing that we
should perhaps be treated on the present
occasion to a similar sort of twaddling
arguments in support of this proposal
brought up on behalf of certain interests,
which perbaps it would not be well to
examine into too closely, he wanted to
point out that there was no absolute
necessity at the present time, for
£30,000 to be wasted at Midland June-
tien for the purpose of removing these
workshops. £10,000 had been wasted.

Tre CouumrssioNBR oF RALways:
Wasted—that was it.

Mr. GEORGE: Well perhaps there

had not been £10,000 wasted. Suppose
we smid £8,000. )
Tue CoMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:

Nothing at all.
been put there.

Mg. GEORGE: A large staff was kept
there, and what were they doing? Plan-
niny esthetic colours to paint a jarrah
house. There was a tremendous staff in
that building close to the electric light
works, the whole result of their labours
being one galvanised shed, oper at one
gide, except perhaps they might have
got & cross-gsection of every stone and
every little b.t of clay above the surface.
What did they do until Ehe chief of that
staff was transferred to the harbour
works, because the chief of the depart-
ment could not have the cheek to keep
him there at the Midland works any
longer doing nothing? The Commisioner
wished to sghow it was absolutely
necessary for the welfare of the
Railway Department that the work-
thons should be shifted. The Minis-
ter wished us to understand, by in-
ference, that the present shops were
unable to cope with the work. A3 a
matter of fact we had far more rolling-
stock now than four years ago. We had
some lying there not put together, for

A lot of material had
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the simple reason that we had not the
work to give it.

Tae CoMMISSIOSER  OF
That was not true.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. gentleman
said they had so much to do they had to
reduce the time of the men to five days
a week. Either he must be talking
without book, or else there was some
other reason why the time had been re-
duced. Ii the Government had so much
work in that department, why were those
men robbed of & day’s work, and why
had their families to live on five days’
wage instead of six?

Tue Commissionze oF Ramwwars: That
was a regular clincher!

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, and the hon.

RaiLways:

gentleman would have to get o new setof -

teeth to bite through it. The hon.
gentleman could not tel! him they could
not cope with the work.

Trp Commissioner oF Raimways: The
Government did not say they could not
cope with the work.

Mr. GEORGE: £10,000 had been
spent at the Midland Junction, and
members would like to know what had
been done with that before they voted
another £20,000. Ten thousand pounds
had been spent to make one shed, and
probably a few plans. A number of
gentlemen had had to put in time without
working, and that was the worst thing any
man could do. This year it was proposed
to erect a portion of the wood-working
machinery, but the hon. gentleman had
not told us what it was for. There could
be no pecesgity to build trucks when there
were o many lying idle aa at the present
time. A few years ago evidence was pro-
duced showing that it was proposed to
order the most modern machinery, both
in regard to working wood and iron. It
was aleo suzeested, and he (Mr. George)
believed fairly well proved, that one of
the Commigsioners who sat on that
matter was actually an agent for the very
people from whom it was proposed to
order this machinery, which was gaid to
be necessarv to do the work cheaply and
quickly. Hed that machinery bheen
ordered? Was it here now? He believed
that a little of it was in the colony, if it
had not rusted to pieces. He did not
think the balance had been ordered. The
Commissioner of Railwaps told them the
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Locomotive Superintendent (Mr. Camp
bell) felt it would make mpo difference
whatever in the working of his de
partment to have one portion dowr
al Fremantle, and the other a few miles
away; but he (Mr. George} thoughi
the statement was a mistake, because it
his opinion Mr. Campbell was too good ¢
man, and understood his business tot
well, to commit himself to such an asser
tion as that. The hon. gentleman mus
know that it would make a considerable
difference. As to the Midland Junctinr
being the most central spot, it wai
nothing of the kind, If we wauted tLe
most central spot we could not do b.cois
than come to Perth, and then God hel}
the people of Perth if those inferna
muchines were brought here. In Wes
Perth the engines were driving nearly
everyone mad. He would like members ¢
consider this matter. We had been ficht
ing over the question whether £4,000 o
£5,000 should be spent upon the surve)
of railways that would be made—althougl
some people said they would not—whicl
survey might save perbaps £10,000 o
£20,000, or even £50,000 on a contract
but here was a question of £20,000 rela
tive to these workshops. No doubt if the
Locomotive Superintendent were called +
the bar of the House and asked whethe
he had men and means at Fremantle 1«
do the work wanted in Western Australia
he would zay he had. The thing was m
absurdity. As far as Fremantle was con
cerned in wishing to keep everything
down there, it did not matter to him ; {n
though he had property there, he also has
property in Perth and near Midland June
tion, but that did not influence him. Th
people of Midland Junction had been un
fairly treated, for they had been led to be
lieve that the works were to be erected a
Midland Junction right away.

Hon. H. W. Venn: That was neve
stated.

Ma. GEORGE: The people were led t
belisve that, We were told some tim
ago it was so absolutely necessary to hav
the workshops at Midland Junction =
once, that it waas a matter of urgency.

Hox. H. W. Vexv: It would take .
few years to remove the shops.

Mer. CEORGE: While we had bea
waiting during these few years to haw
the workshops removed, the money tha
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the works were to be removed with bad
been removed also. He believed he had
a greater faith in this country than even
the Premier had. The country was good
enough, if we did not spoil it. Since he
had been in the colony, about 8 years, he
had done as much as had the hon. mem-
ber who interrupted himn. He had pro-
vided more employment than the hon.
member did, or would do in 50 years.
Although it was stated, two or three years
ago, that the removal of these workshops
was a matter of urgency, the Government
had been dilly-dallying with the works
during this time; the money had now
been wasted, and we were asked to take
other money out of loans which had been
appropriated. This was not justifiable.
That the workshops were not needed was
shown by the fact that men were put on
to work at short time. The machinery
at the works was goed enough for all that
was needed. It turned out as good work
a8 could be turned out in the colony. If
there was any special urgency for the re-
moval of these workshops because of the
large amount of work to be done, then
put the men on for six days a week in-
stead of five. He hoped- hon. members
would support the amendment.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. F. H. Piesse): As to the workshops
at Fremantle being so full of work that
it was necessary to make this removal to
the Midland Junction, what he had in-
tended to convey was that the place at
Fremantle was overcrowded, and it was
altogether unsuitable for the work carried
on now, There was & necessity for the
removal of these workshops to Midland
Junction, and that necessity was admitted
some time ago. The House agreed and
admitted the necessity then, and there
must be a greater necessity now. Hon.
members must also admit that at the pre-
sent time there was an opportunity for
removing the workshops which previously
could not have been taken advantage of.
During the past two years the necessity
for constructing the rolling-stock that
came here was so great that we could not
then remove the workshops to Midland
Junction ; and, although some delay was
no doubt attributed to the designs, the
principal cause of the delay was that we
were not able to move away as quickly
as we ought to have removed. The late
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Commissioner (Hon. H. W. Venn) would
bear out what he now said. It was under-
stood, when this matter was decided some
two years ago, that it would take time to
remove the workshops from Fremantle to
Midland Junction. We could only make
this removal gradually, and that was what
was proposed to be done now. As to the
reckless expenditure and waste and ex-
travagance attributed to the Government,
no one knew better than the member for
the Murray that many of the assertions
a8 to the number of men working, and
other statements, could not be borne out
by fact. The Government were acting
with the one desire to economise as far
a8 poseible, and the only way to do that
was to remove the workshops from Fre-
mantle to Midlard Junction.

M=z. RASON: The question of the re-
moval to Midland Junction had been set-
tled years ago ; and the members for Fre-
mantte, he understood, had recognised
the necessity of the removal and hed be-
come reconciled to that fact. But, with »
persistency worthy of a better cause, they
geemed now prepared to fight to the last
for everything that was not for Fremantle.
It might be public zeal, and he was pre-
pared to admit that it was; but in this
instance it was mistaken zeal. The mem-
ber for the Murray (Mr. George) had
made use of an argument which was un-
worthy of his ability, and he ought to
have known better, in saying there could
be no such thing as splitting up workshops
and separating the jdifferent branches.
The hon. member did know beiter than
that ; for having had experience of Eng-
lish railways, the hon. member must know
that the workshops in England were spht
up in all directions, and yet the railways
were managed well and economically, ae
commercial concerns, and that while p:v-
ing satisfaction to the public, they paid
dividends. The hon. member could noi
give one instance of an English railway
company having its workshops at a port,
whereas many instances could be givan
of railway companies owning docks andd
warehouses ; also dredges and everything
in connection with docks, and yet their
workshops were not at the port.

Mr. GeoroE: Those railways did not
get their material at the ports. They
got it in the “black” country.
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Mr, RASON: English railway com-
panies had their workshops in the most
convenient places, where the work could
be most economically carried on. The
most convenient place for the Govern-
mecnt shops in thiscolony was demonstrat-
ed to be at the Midland Junction, and
that had been settled long ago.

Mr. Georce: No.

Mr. RASON: If it had not been set-
tled to the mind of the hon. member,
then the hon. member was more difficult
to satisfy than other members

Mr. GeoroE said he did not represent
Guildford.

Mg. RASON: Neither did he (Mr.
Bason). It had been demonstrated that
there would be an immense saving to the
Government, if the railway workshops
were located at Midland Junction. The
hon. member had spoken of the injustice
to some of the Government workmen at
Fremantle.

Mr. GeoreE: It affected all the men
throughout the workshops ihere.

Mgr. RASON:Was there any hardship
on these men, when it had been under-
gtood for years that the shops were to be
removed to Midland Junction? On the
other hand, the hon member admitted
that a great injustice had been done to
the inhabitants of Midland Junction, be-
cause the workshops had not been more
speedily gone on with; and yet the hon.
member wished to perpetuate a hardship
which he acknowledred. Any member
who knew anything about reilway work-
ing must know that the port of Freman-
tle was no nlace for the workshops of Gov-
ernment railways. The railway system
wag extending year by year, and the Gov-
ernment necessarily had an immense roll-
ing stock. It was not fair for members
to talk about the ridiculous amount of
rolling stock kept by the Government.
The Government were hound to have a
large stock on hand, as it was not known
when an emergency might arise, and
when all the surplus stock the Govern-
ment hand in hand would be required.
Rolling stock which was kept at theport
must depreciate by the salt atmosphere,
The hon. member knew that full well, and
he (Mr. Rason) was surprized that the
hon. member should attempt to ridicule
such a well known fact. It was surpris-
ing the hon. member was not prepared to
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deny the statement now, seeing he had
previously ridiculed the tdea. It had
been proved, and admitted even by mem-
bers for Fremantle, that it was necessary
the workshops should be removed to Mid-
land Junction. The people of Freman-
tle had recognised this fact, and the peo-
ple of the rest of the colony had looked
forward to the removal. It was recog-
nized that the removal of the workshops
to Midland Junction would be & means
of saving to the colony, and the people
consequently looked to the Government
to carry out a reform which waa un-
doubtedly in the interests of the whole
community.

Mz. DOHERTY : As one of the mem-
bers for Fremantle, he could not agree
with his colleagues on this vote. It had
been decided, on national gronnds, that the
workshops ought to be removed from Fre-
mantle to the Midland Junction; and it
was the duty of Parliament to establish
works that would give large employment,
anid provide such workshops as would in
the future enable us to construct our own
engines, carriages, and trucks. During
the last two years, a million of money had
been sent out of the colony for relling
stock ; and the object of establishing
workshops at Midland Junction was ‘o
have that money spent here amongst our
own working people. It was not the rno:l
amount proposed to be expended now
that should be regarded; thought
ought to be given to the future and to the
necessity of providing employment. If
there was ome thing the Government had
neglected it was building up manufactur-
ing industries in this colony. Anymne
travelling from Perth to Fremantle coild
see the higelety-pigglety state of the rail-
way workshops at the latter place. It
was by no means like the railway work-
shops that could be seer in the o'd coun-
try; say, for instance, the Midinud Ruil-
way workshops at Crewe. At Frumanile
there was a collection of smuli sheds
which would really take seven men in-
stead of one to look after. If the work-
shops were shifted to Midland Junction,
repairs must of necessity come to be
made at Rocky Bay, and, as Rocky Bay
was in his district, he regarded that as the
most suitable place. But if the object was
to establish works in which our own engines
and carriages could be built, Midland
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Junction was the place. Everyone with
knowledge of the subject told him that
serious loss was involved in bringing
engines and other vehicles down from
Midland Junction to Fremantle and back
again ; and surely this was a time when
economy ought to be exercised. Competi-
tion between Fremantle and the Midland
Junction ought not to be allowed to crop
up in connection with the question of the
railway shops, because, as he had saif,
hon. members were there to work for the
good of the country as a whole, In his
opinion the proposal before the Com-
mittee would not necessitate jne man
leaving Fremantle ; at any rate, it a man
had to leave, he would have to be replaced,
The railway systewn was growing cay hy
day. and he understood that twelve
months from now there would be 1,130
miles of railways in the colony. Surely
this extension of mileage would mean ctc
necessity for more labour; and to have
satisfactory results, there must be proper
machinery and systematic work. ‘Thsre
was no reason why a large factory could
not be established here on the same Lines
as the railway workshops at Crewe. Lhere
was plenty of iron in this country, and why
sheuld we not smelt it here instead of
sending our money out of the country for
supplies.

Mz. GeorgE: It would cost a million
of money to put the Crewe works down
in the colony now.

Mer. DOHERTY: Such large works
as those at Crewe were not required in
this colony ; but works on the same sys-
tem were required. The people «f
North Fremantle admitted the present
sheds were a disgrace, and that proper
workshops should be erected at Midland
Junction with repairing sheds at Rocky
Bay. All evidence went to show the
work would be better done at the Mid-
land Junction; and for these reasons he
would not vote for the amendment.

Mr. GEORGE expressed his regret at
having raised the ire of no fewer than
three of the most distinguished members
of the Assembly, in the nersons of the
Commissioner of Railways, the member
for South Murchison (Mr. Rason), and
the member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Doherty). The last-mentioned member
talked about building our own engines
and making our own iron and steel; but

[8 SepremsER, 1898.]

in Committee. 1591

it was s pity the hon. member did not
know what he was talking about. To
put works in this colony for the manu-
facture of steel necessary to make our
own engines would require more money
thai twice the amount of the deficit of
Western Australia at the present time.
Reference bad been meade to the work-
shons at Crewe, but Western Australia
did not require such an establishment a3
that in the English Midlands, The Vie-
torian Government built what :hay
called national workshops for the ,uild-
ing of engines, carriages, and rolling-
stock ; and when a Commission was np-
pointed to enquire as to where the moasy
hod gone, it was found that material to
the value of £100,000 was there rottiag
and wasting.

Mr. Donerry: Western Australia <id
not follow Victoria.

Mg. GEORGE: Then why did the hoen,
member instance England? The hon.
member had agked him questions, and
then growled because he replied. As to
parting the workshops, what he said was
correct,  The Commissioner of Railways
had said it was intended to move the
wood-working shop to Midland Junetion,
und he (Mr. George) maintained that the
best machinery in any workshop was the
master's eye.  The .Commissioner nnd
the Premier knew that the fact of their
being present in their departments was
worth fifty times as much as any control
they could exercise by scribbling memor-
anda. In the chief engineer at Fre-
mantle (Mr. Campbell), we had & man
who thoroughly understood his work,
hnd he had reorganised his branth in a
way that few men in the coloniew could
have equalled. Mr. Campbell’s opinion
on this subject would be worth taking.

Mr. Domerry: The hon. member had
said that hefore.

Mr. GEORGE: And he would say it
again, The Commissioner of Railways
said workshops were unsuitable and
overcrowded. To say they were un-
guitable was to erect too bigh a standard
of suitability; and his (Mr. George’s)
contention was not that the Fremantle
workshops should not bhe improved, but
that at the present crisis in the finances
we had no right to incur an erpenditure
of £20,000 at Midland Junction. His
sympathies were with the poor deluded
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people at Midland Junction, who had
bought land and built houses there in the
expectation that the railway workshops
would soon be erected and a big vopula-
tion attracted to the place. At the sume
time, there was not a man in the colony
who had not in some way been deluded
either by the actions of the Govern.aent,
or through his own over-sanguine exnec-
tations in regard to the future af the
colony. He (Mr. George) had purchasea
a site at East Perth on whit o croot
his own works, but felt it imprudant in
the present state of trade to run the visk
of a removal. The Minist.r, az was cnly
pnatural, desired to see his department
equipped with the best shops and
machinery ; and so would he (Mr. Georgs)
if the country could afford it. Therc
could not be a more conclusive reason
for delay in this matier than the fact
that the men in the Government work-
ghops at Fremantle were at present work-
ing on short time. One hon. member
had asked him whether he would deny
that machinery would spoil if exposed to
salt air. Certainly, he would not deny
that ; but he required strong evidence be-
fore believing that machinery at Fre-
mantle was being speilt through exposure
and neglect. If that were so, uhe person
in charge of those workshops thould be
cleared out at once; but he had <+ n
much confidence iu the practizal skiil2nd
administrative ability of Mr. (mnbetl
to believe that any machinzry in his
charge was sc neglected In all well-
ordered workshops there was a weekly
cleaning-up of machinery with oiled
rags ; aad no competent mechanic would
aliow his machinery to be tarnished or
gpoilt by exposure to ealt air. It was
said an engine might have to be sent
forty miles for repairs to Fremantle.
Certainly an engine which broke down
would have to be sent to the nearest shop
for repairs; but if the works were at
Midland Junction, an engine breaking
down at Fremantle would have to besent
to the Junction for repairs, and must
afterwards return to Fremantle to resume
work. An engine breaking down &t
Southern Cross would probably have ic
be sent to Northam. Where could such
repairs be better effected than at the
shops where the bulk of +he men wete
congregated? He did not argue that tke
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workshops must not be removed, but that
it was not prudent at the present time
to incur the expenditure of the erection
of a new shop. He had no personal in-
t.rest in the question. He had not, znd
never had, any property at Midlaid
Junction ; and though he had some at
Fremantile, that did not influence him.
As well might it be said that because ve
had property in Victoria he wanted the
work done in that colony. He bovoed the
Committee would stop this extravagance,
at least for a time. Even on {h: Minss-
ter's own showing, it was imposzible Lo
shift the works for several years; and, if
s0, the alleged urgency did not cxist. It
was wrong to say that the departmont
could not cope with the work in ihe pre-
sent buildings, when they had robbed ihe
men of o doy’s work per week. 'm 1hese
circumetances it was useless to maintain
there was too much work to de, and not
enough machinery to do it with.

Mg. HOLMES: This afterncon he had
been told he could not be accepted as an
anthority on finance. Probably he
would be informed to-night that he was
not an authority on workshops. He must
gtate, however, that in his opinion we
were not justified at present in spending
£30,000 on workshops at Midland Junc
tion. Some four years ago Parliament
wag informed that the shops at Fre
mantle were not up to date, and that
works at Midland Junction should be com-
menced immediately, Land had been
purchased at Midland Junction in the
summer time for £3,000, and he had been
told that when the winter came in the land
was found to be under water.

Tre Cowmssionsr oF Ramways: It
was worth £25,000 at the present time.

Mr. HOLMES: And a sum of £5,000
extra had been spent to raisze it above
high water mark. During the past four
years an enormous quantity of rolling
stock had been imported, and the despised
workshops at Fremantle had been well
able to cope with all the construction
required.

Tre Comassio¥er of Rammwars:
A great part of it had been done in the
open air.

Mr, HOLMES ;: During the next few
years there wag no likelihood of the same
quantity of rolling stock being imported,
and it appeared that the men had actually
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got ahead of the work, as they were now
working five days a week instead of six.

Tag CoumissioNER oF RamLways: That
was better than having every fifth man
turned out.

Mr. HOLMES ; All hon. members pro-
fessed to agree on the necessity of curtail-
ing expenditure, yetto-day we had passed
an item for the survey of a railway; a
couple ¢f days ago a similar item had
been passed, the two amounting to
£15,000. Here was another item of
£30,000. Where would this expenditure
stop! The colony had got ahead of its
supplies and rolling-stock. There was none
on order or likely to arrive except carriages
and locomotives, and there were more
engines and carriages already here than
there was traffic for. The only need for
this undertaking was torkeep the member
for the Swan (Mr. Ewing) quiet. Thu
object appeared to have been attainad,
which perhaps was a desirable achiev-
ment, though £30,000 was a high price
to pay for it. Some four years ago we
had the argument about salt air affecting
machinery at Fremantle; and one would
almost imagine the Government were
going to erect machinery to stand there
and rust. Any man of common sense
knew that if this machinery was kept in
use, it would be kept in repair, and
would not rust. The Government stores
had been built on the beach at North
Fremantle, and parts of machinery had
to be kept there. If there was anything
that would rust, it would be parts of
machinery, and not machinery that was
in constant use. If the workshops at
Fremantle had been sufficient to cope
with al! the work there had been Lefore
the construction department for the
last four or five years, they would be
sufficient to cope with any likely to be
taken, in hand within the next four or
fivo years; and without discussing the
question of which was the best site, there
was, he asserted, nothing to justify us,
at the present time, in spending £30,000
at Midland Junection. He should cer-
tainly vota with the hon. member for
Fremsntle, in striking out this item.

Mp. EWING: There was this differ-
ence between the aspect of the question
now, and the aspect of the question when
it was considered by the House on pre-
vious occasions, that on the first occasion
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a motion was proposed and lost; and on
the second ocoasion one was submitted by
the Government, and carried. At that
time the land bhad not been bought, nor
had some £20,000 been expended.

Mr Hiomam: The land was bought
before there was any discussion.

Mr. EWING: There was no evidence
that it was bought then, but the Govern-
ment took the proper precaution to get
land under offer before the resolution was
possed, so that when it was passed they
would not be in & position of having to
buy land at almost any price asked for it.
Money had been spent on that land, and
some £20,000 expended geu-rally upon
tbe works up to the preswus. If these
works were not continued and carried
out, the money spent up 10 the present
would be abgolutely useless. He under-
stood that comparatively comprehensive
workshops could be erected at a cost of
£50,000, over and above what had already
been spent ; so that if this £30,000 were
voted, we would require only aunther
£20,000 to answer all purposes far the
immediate future, and the works would
be on o plan that would allow of proper
and regular development.

A Meyser: The Commissioner said it
would be £180,000.

Mn. EWING: The Commissioner did
not propose to spend £180,000 now, but
was going to spend & portion in order to
meet the requirements of the present;
and the workshops would be built in such
a way that they could be extended, if the
industry of the colony developed in the
future. The gist of the question, as pre-
viously argued, was whether the work-
shops should be removed from Fremantle
or not; and gentlemen who represented
Fremantle on those occasions admitted,
with the Governmept, and with almost
every member of the House, that it was
absolutely necessary that arrangements
should be made in relation to the work-
shops. [f became only a question of site.
Ong member representing that portion of
th» country had been able to shake him-
sell free from the prejudices which had
surrounded members for Fremantle in the
past He noticed that members who
spoke in a previous debate advocated
the removal of those shops to Rocky
Bay, another site urged being Rich-
mond—in fact anywhere, so long as
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the money was poured down the throats
of the people of Fremantle. That was
the experience of the past, and of to-day,
and he believed it would be the experience
of the future, unless the personality of
those members was changed.  Every
member should do his duty to his con-
stituency and look after local wants, but
if members sacrificed the interests of the
corrmunity to those of individual elec-
torates they were doing a wrong to the
country. It was establiched long before
he {Mr. Ewing) was member for the
Swan that Midland Junction was the
mos’ suitable place for the workshops.
Members on both sides of the House ad-
miited om that occasion that the gentle-
man who reported upon the work waa
con.petent to do so. The member for
Albany, in discussing the matter, said
thet his reason for moving the motion for
tho removal of the workshopa was that it
had been found that the removal was
necessary, and that Midland Junction was
the best place for them. The member
for Central Murchison {Mr. Illingworth)
pointed out that if they were at Midland
Junction it would effect a saving to the
country of £15,000 per nnnum, that being
the intereat on £300,000. Seeing that
a comparatively limited amount of money
would supply what the country required,
and be the means of saving a large sum
annually, it was the bounden duty of
members to support this item, in that
it would be for the benefit of the
community. The member who moved
this amendment did not appear to
him (Mr. Ewing) to show any
special reason why the shops should he
left at ¥remantle, It had been admit+ed
in the past that the great difficultv in
connection with the Government rai'ways
had been due to the want of proper facili-
ties for attending to the rolling stock and
works generally. If the Fremantle works
were inadequate as far back as 1893, cs
the House unanimously agreed, how
much more must they be out of date
now? Money had been spent on the Fr.-
mantle Harbour Works, and the preseat
Reappropriation Bill contained items re-
lating to Fremantle. If the memb.rs re-
presenting Fremantle were genuine in
their desire to save the country expense
at the present time, they would have said
they would leave those items to the future.
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Such, however, was not the case. Those
members would take the whole of the
£170,000, but immediately it came to a
small item 0f£30,000 for something which
the country required, they said we could
not afford it. If this was not the proper
time to spend money on workshops at
Midland Junction, it was not the proper
time to spend money on the harbour
at Fremantle. He (Mr. Ewing) would sup-
port the Government in this or any other
matter in which he thought they were
right.

Me. Georok: The standard of right
was voting money for Midland Junction.

Mr. EWING : If that was the standard
of right of the member for the Murray,
then he pitied him. There was no doubt
thia work was necessary. It had been
agreed, long before he (Mr. Ewing) came
into the Assembly, that new workshops
were required at Fremantle, because the
old workshops were not fit to cope with
the condition of things four or five years
ago.

Mr. HoLups: 1t waes said so then, but
the workshops had been doing the work
all the same.

Mr. EWING : Members for Fremantle
pdinitted, that those workshops were not
sufficient for the work some time ago ;
therefore, how much more insufficient
were they at the present time? Members
who represented Fremantle wanted the
works kept in their electorate, andto be
put at Richmond, at Rocky Bay, or some-
where else, g0 long as they were in the
Fremantle electorate.  The question
which we had to decide was whether the
workshops  were necessary or not.
Whether it suited Fremantle or not, the
money ought to be voted, if it was in the
interests of the community.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon Sir J. For-
rest): The question as to whether the
workshops should Le removed from Fre
mantle to Midland Junction was one that
the country decided several years ago;
and it was generally acquiesced in by the
whole community, and the people of Fre-
mantle, He confessed to being disap-
pointed that the removal had not taken
place as soon as we had anticipated, after
obtaining the verdict of Parliament.
There was a great deal of ill-feeling en-
gendered by the action of the Govern-
ment, when the motion was brought be-
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fore the House some years ago, and many
of his (the Premier’s) friends at Fremantle
were opposed to the action of the Gov-
ernment, and one member of Parliament
went over to the Opposition benches in
consequence, and for some reason had
never returned. If he (the Premier)
had thought the removal of these work-
shops would take so long, he would not
have moved in regard to them when he
did. There was no reason why one
should incur the displeasure of supporters,
but the Government intended fo take
action at that time in the interests of the
country, and it was on the advice of the
Government engineers that the action
waos taken. If we had not done as much
as was anticipated, he did not regret it
much, after all, because it had given a
good deal of time to those who might
have been injured by the removal of the
workshops to prepare for the removal. It
had heen said that many percons in the
employ of the Government would be in-
jured by the removal of these work-
shops. Those people had received
good notice that they would have to re-
move to Midland Junction. No one
gince the motion was brought forward
thought that we could defer for any length
of time the removal of the shops, and no
one could make himself believe that the
situation of the shops at present was a
auitable one, for the reasons that the site
was too valuable, end it was foo con-
fined—there was not enough room. At
the Midland Junction the Government
had a very large ares of land, purchased
for a small price some years ago—he
believed some 260 acres. It was level and
altogether suitable. We had obtained
an excellent water supply, and the site
was at the junction of the Midland rail-
way and the Eastern railway. It was
close to the steep grades; in fact he was
informed by those who knew—because
he had no great knowledge except what
people generally gained—that the aite
was altogether suitable for workshops
and rolling stock. In the interests of
Fremantle the Government wished to re-
move the shops gradually, and did not
wish to do it all all at once.

Mr. A Formwst: The Government
had not the money.

Tae PREMIER: The Government
might find the money, if we were very
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anxious to make the removal at once.
But it was in the intereste of all con-
cerned that these shops should be re-
moved gradually. No one could be in-
jured because everybody knew that the
removal was to take place in the end,
but that it would be done gradually.
We should remember that any money ex-
pended in Fremantle in enlarging the
shops to give pgreater accommodation
would be money wasted, and it would be
better to spend the money on the per-
manent site.

Mr. George: What about the short
time of the men? They were working
five days instead of six, because there
was not sufficient work to do.

Tae PREMIER : If there was not the
work to be done, then the men should be
got rid of. It was not the duty of the
State to keep a lot of persons employed
if there was no work for them.

Mr. Georage: The argument of the
Commissioner of Railways was that there
was a large amount of work to be done
at these shops, and there was no room
to do it in.

Tie PREMIER: Then there were
more men there than there was work to
do.

Mr. George: Nothing of the kind.

Tug PREMIER said he did not know
what the hon. member did mean. The
hon. member had spoken half a dozen
times, and he had not made hon. mem-
ber= understand what he meant yet.
What he (the Premier) wanted to im-
press on the Committes was that in the
mierests of Fremanfle this removal
should be done gradually. He also wanted
to impress upon the Committee that there
would be no hardship to those employed,
ag good notice had been given, and he

Jfurther wished to impress on hon. mem-

Lers that any money spent in Freman-
tle, allowing that we must remove the
ghops, was not conducive to economy.
It would be better to expend all the
money at the permanent sbode for the
workshops. Seeing that Parliament had
decided to remove the workshops to
Midland Junetior, we had better go on
with the work gradually.

Mg. A. FORREST said he intended to
oppose this vote on the grounds that in
November, 1894, this matier was dis-
cussed in the House, and it was then de-
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cided that the workshops should be re-
moved from Fremantle to some point
further away from Fremantle. In the
early part of 1895 a resolution was
passed in the House that the workshops
should be removed to Midland Junction.
During 1893, 1896, 1897, and 1898, an
immense amount of work had to be done
at Fremantle by the Railway Depart-
ment, in building trucks and ocarriages,
and carrying out other important works,
during the boom time, which we had in
those years. We now found that there
was not 3o much work to do, because it
had been stated that the men were only
working five days out of the six at the
workshops at Fremantlee. We sghould
also be aware from the remarks of the
Commissioner of Railways, that the am-
ount of rolling stock to be made up at
Fremantle was not very great at present,
and we were also fully aware that a large
amount of rolling stock was in the colony,
nearly sufficient to meet the demands of
the trade, so that the question of spend-
ing the £30,000 did not seem to arise.

Tae Premier: We owed £10,000.

Mr. A. FORREST: The " country
would not mind voting the £10,000 if the
Government wanted it. When we were
curtailing in every direction the Com-
mittee were asked to reappropriate a sum
of £30,000. We knew that £30,000 was
not sufficient to complete the work; it
would not he done for six times as much,
and if we commenced these works to the
extent of the amount we were asked tu
vote, it would pledge us to complets the
works. In the present state of the fin-
ances of the colony, and considering that
money was being reappropriated, he con-
sidered the trade of the country did not
warrant the expenditure of further money
from reappropriations to build up [arge.
workshops in another portion of the
colony. When the colony got over the
small difficulty it was in ab the present
time, no doubt it would be unanimously
decided to build workshops which would
be o credit to the country, and do the
work of the country, but no argument had
been used by the Government to show
that more work was required to be done
than could be carried out at present.
There was no reazon why we should re-
appropriate this money, except it was to |
give work to the people of the country, |
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and if the Government said that, he be-
lieved he would vote for the item. The
Government did not say the money was
required to give work to the people, be
cause they dare not say it. What he (Mr.
A. Forrest) was saying would be of hitle
moment, because the Government were
determinzd to svend this monev; but if
we were all private individuals sitting
here on a board, we would feel
that, with the present plant there was
at Fremantle, we should not be justified
in spending this money, but that the work
should stand over a little longer.

Tee PreMier: The works were all out
in the open at Fremantls,

Mr. A. FORREST: That was an im-
portant question, but we had gone through
the boom times and we had built carriages
and engines during that time, and now,
when there was a slackness, the Govern-
ment said we must spend money in re-
moving the workshops. If it had been
said in 1897 that it was necessary for
the country, which was then growing at
a very fast pace, to have the workshops
shifted, even the members for Fremantle
would have agreed to it; bub at present
he saw no reason whatever why the House
should reappropriate £30,000 in the way
proposed, when & removal was not ab-
golutely required in the public interests.

Tee COMMISSIONER or RAILWAYS:
The remarks of the member for West
Kimberley (Mr. A. Forres). were really
surpriging. It was to be regretted that
members who opposed this item had not
had an opportunity of seeing the work-
shops at Fremantle. He had visifed
them some 60 or 70 times, and was there
only last Sunday, and he could assure the
Committee that the state of the place
was epough to convince anyone that no
delay should teke place in the removal
of the workehops. The great bulk of
the work was done in the open, or under
canvns, ab great expense to the country ;
and, if that atate of things were allowed
to continue, it would be simply impos-
gible to hold the Government responsible
for carrying on the department economi-
cally. TIn 1894 thers was only about
one-fourth of the stock at present owned
by the department ; for, instead of 25 or
30 engines in 1894, there were now 260
engines in the colony, and within a few
monthg from the present time the mile-

[
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age of therailways should be increaged to
1,400 miles. There was really no course
open but to remove the workshops;
and if such a step were necessary four
years ago, it was doubly necessary now.
The railways were a big concern, the
carnings
£100,000 ; and yet members were found
to oppose a vote of a paltry £30,000 for
an absolutely necessary removal of the
workshops, while votes of thousands of
pounds were passed for other works
which were perhape not o urgent. The
axpenditure on the railways was repro-
ductive in the highest degree; and, in
order that the stock should be well-cared
for, it was necessary there should be a re-
moval of the establishment. There had
been some referemces to the shortening
of the work days in the department ;
but rather than knock off every fifth man
of the class earning £3 n week, it was
deemed a /better arrangement that all
should be kept on and earn 50s. a week.
In any case, this was only a temporary
arrangement. The stock should be kent
in good repair, and during the next four
months stock would still be coming in.
It had not been found necessary to re-
pair a lot of the stock which had come in
new, but only that day a return had been
submitted to him showing there were
about 30 engines and 130 wagrons under
repair at the shope. There was no doubt
the necessity for repairs would inerease
as time went on. The railways were ex-
tending in the dry districts, and owing to
the dust caused by the nature of the bal-
last, there was more deterioration in con-
nection with the rolling-stock here than,
possibly,. there was elsewhere.  All this
meant that a proper place was necessary
in which these repairs should be made.
There was a valuable stock, worth one
and a half millions of money, lying about
the country, and some means must be
found of housing that stock, in order to
thoroughly protect it. In this work a
beginning must be made, and it was hard
to understand how hon. members could
fail to recognise the absolute necessity
for removing the workshops. The fore
sight shown by those respensible for
arranging for the site at Midland Junc-
tion was most commendable, and deserved
the credit and the thanks of the people of
the country, The site chosen was an

[8 SeprEMBEER, 1898,]

last month reaching nearly.

in Commitiee. 1597

ideal site for the purpose, and it was
gimply absurd to say it was under water.
He was confident that not only would
£30,000 be required, but ten times that
amount of money would be necessary be-
fore ten years were over; and the coun-
try ought to be congratulated on the need
for these workshops. He, like every Min-
ister since the institution of responsible
Government, had taken a great interestin
this subject, Our railway system should
be a perfect one, and the only
means of attaining that end was by voting
the small amount now necessary for the
commencement of the works,

Mg. GEORGE: Although it had been
stated that he hed spoken half a dozen
times, this was only the third time he
had addressed himself to the subject.
What he had dealt with in the absence
of the Premier from the Chamber was the
statement of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways that the railway workshops should
be removed, because the work was press-
ing and could not be done at Fremantle.

Tre CoumissioNer oF Ramwwavs: That
was one of the arguments, and it was an
argument of which the country ought to
ha proud.

Mg. GEORGE: If there was any weight
in the argument, why had the working
time of the men been reduced to five days
a week? He (Mr. George) was not the
man to agk the Minister to discharge men,
and, in any case, if he did make the re-
quest, it would not be acceded to. His
own opinion was, if a good body of work-
men had been got together, they ought to
be kept. He would not object to the re-
moval of the workshops to the Midland
Junction for one moment, if the country
had the money to spend.

Tue CoxmissioNER oF Ramways: There
was the money.
~ Mr. GEORGE: Then the money had
not been honestly got, anyhow.

Tre Comurssioner oF Ramwavs: That
wag another thing. The Government
must get money honestly, if they couid;
but, if they could not get it honestly, they
must get it somehow.

Mr. GEORGE: That reminded hom.
members of the old story that a man must
pet money homestly if he could, but, at
any rate, he must get money. That was
a nice sort of argument to come from one
of the Ministry. Was that the hor. gen-
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tleman's system of ethics, or system of
honesty? If it were, then the sooner the
Premier and the Commissioner of Rail-
ways found themselves in the Fremantle
gaol, the better for the country. This
argument advanced by the Commissioner
of Railways was too puerile altogether.
No doubt it wns necessary the stock
should be housed, nnd he was glad to see
that carriage-sheds were being provided
in Perth; but he objected to this expen-
diture at a time when the Premier found
it necessary to come to the House and
speak for three hours, with a face as
black as midnight, and his heart in his
boots, on the finances. He did not know

the exact language in which to couch his |

opinion. of the proposal of the Govern-
ment, but, at any rate, it was a proposal
that was not a right ome. It might be
diplomatic, but 1t was not honest. He
himself was sanguine about the country.

Tue Premier: Then the hon. member
gshould not abuse the country.

Mg. GEORGE: The country had never
been abused by him, and, in any case,
the country was one too good for him,
and too good for the Premier.

THE PrEmier: Not at all; not for the
hon. member,

Mr. GEORGE said he wag satisfied with
the country, and would be satisfied with
it o long as the Government puided their
course prudently; but he could not sup-
port such an argument as that which had
just been put forward by the Commis-
sioner of Railways, and which was a de-
gradation to politics.

Trae PaesEr: The hon. member was
running that to death.

Mr. GEORGE : It was necessary some-
times to drive a nail into thick skulls;
and, while that was not necessary in this
House, he might occasionally, by secident,
hit & member of Parliament.

M. QUINLAN supported the item. He'

had been a membher of the commission
appointed some four or five years ago to
enquire into the advisability of removing
the workshops from Fremantle; and the
majority of the commission were decidedly
in favour of the removal at that time. If
that removal was then necessary, it must
be apparent that the present necessity
was much greater. The Commissioner of
Railways had given a sufficient reason for
the change in pointing to the number of
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locomotives now in stock. Though none
of the members of the commission could
speak from practical experience, like the
member for the Murray, nevertheless the
Committee would doubtlese give them
credit for coming to a just conclusion,
having heard the ‘evidence of experts
qualified to give an opinion. Among the
reasone which had influenced the com-
mission were the want of accommodation
at Fremantle, the fact that the whole of
the land cccupied by the workshops was
urgently required for wharfage accommno-
dation in comnection with the harbour
works, while the net-work of lines there
would impede traffic and prevent access
to the wharves. The Government made
a good purchase of the land they required
at Midland Junetion, and the land re-
claimed at Fremantle would be a very
valuable asset to the State. Another argu-
ment was the lad effeci of sen air and
salt water on machinery, especially in re-
gard to machinery exposed in the open.
It was pointed out that the amount which
muat be written off for deterioration in
the value of stock so exposed would pay
the interest on the outlay at Midland
Junotion. A great disadvantage of the
Fremantle workshops was that there was
not room for the men to work. The
member for the Murray could speak with
authority on that point. In the new es-
tablishment there would be room for the
erection of modern appliances. This
question was pretty stale, but he felt
bound to speak upon it as & member of
the original commission which heard evi-
dence on the subject, though the side he
took was against his own inferests, for,
unfortunately, he had ne land at, Midlaad
Junction. He had come to the conclusion
that the Fremantle workshops must go;
and the Government had given due notice
of their removal. When the change wag
first proposed it was argued that th.
workmen and officers had invested 1licir
all in building homes for themeelves st
Fremantle, and it would be unjust to
cause them to move. But four or five
years had since elapsed. There had been
a boom in house property ; the men hal
4 glorious opportunity of selling out an'l
purchasing afresh at Midland Jumetim.
There were strong reasons for the remo-
val before, and now those reasons ware
doubly strong.
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Mr. WALLACE: In view of the state-
ment of the Commissioner of Realways in
regard to the necessity for protecting cer-
tain stock or stores now lying exposed at
Fremantle, he would support the pro-
posed expenditure of £30,000; but he
would not pledge himself to support any
further votes for the extension of the
scheme as decided some years ngo. He
voted for the item only to give to the
railway stores and stock at Fremantle the
protection which the Minister maintained
Wwas necessary.

Mgr. GEORGE: Surely the Commis
sioner of Reilways would not sit still and
see his words misinterpreted as they
had been by the member for Yalgoo (Mr.
Wallace). -‘What the Minister said was
that he wanted to house the stock. The
railway atores were not the stock. The
stores were being shifted at the present
time to the north beach.

Mr. MORAN said he had a grievanoce
in this connection. Four years ago he was
requested to talk for two hours
agninst the proposed removal of the works
to Midland Junction. As soon as he and
his friends were beaten, he bought some
land at that place, which had been lying
idle ever since. If the Government did
not hurry up the works, they would ruin
all people similarly situated. The Pre-
mier was in favour of removing these
workshops slowly.

Tae Praurer: Gradually.

Me. MORAN: That was a good word,
and probably meant anything from a year
to 100 years.

Tre PreMier : Step by step.

Me. MORAN: Seeing that only
£15,000 had been expended in four years,
and. that £300,000 would be required te
complete the work, that consummation
would be reached in about 1,500 years
from date. From the remarks of the
Commissioner of Railways, he was led to
the concluzion that there was no neces-
sity for the new workshops. There was
a lerge area of land lying idle at Fre-
mantle.

Tre Premer: No.

Mr. MORAN said be understood the
only objection to the Fremantle work-
shops was that they were dirty, because
they were not properly.cleaned up.

ComissioNer  oF  Ramnwavs:
The shops were cleanly kept. What he
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had said was that they were in a crowded
state.

Mg. MORAN : There was any amount
of room to extend them. All the heavy
work of the department had been done.
There was no longer & boom in truck-
building, nor would ,there le another.
Kalgoorlie would not import another mil-
lion pounds worth of machinery in 12
months. The heavy traffic was over, nor
would it come again; and to spend
£300,000 on unnecessary workshops to
be erecied in the middle of a lake, where
they must be built on punts, or on piles,
was in the present position of the colony
too much. The Premier knew the works
were not required.  The Commissioner of
Railways had proved it, and had said he
did not want the money. There was no
site yet available. The site could doubt-
less be seen on a fine day, when the water
wag not stirred up. There was about 10
feet of water on top of it. By the time
that the hole had been filled up, and the
£300,000 expended, even then the place
would be no good, except for harbour
works connected by canal with the sea.
We ought to stop before spending this
money, in the present position of the
colony. We had any emount of men
at Fremantle who, in fact, hed not the
work to do. More work had been done
in the last two years than the depart-
ment would be called upon to do in the
next aix.

Tee Premier: Oh, no.

Mr. MORAN: The department would
never have the same amount of work to
do in a hurry in relation to the rolling-
stock as they had before, and the diffi-
culties had been got over. The Premier
did not believe in this scheme.

Tae PreMmn: Yes, he did.

Mr. MORAN: The matter might stand
over for the next two or three years ; the
fingnces of the colony at the present
time not being in a flourishing state,

Amendment—that the item be struck
out—put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. B

Noes .. 21

Majority against .. 18
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Noes.

Hon. 8 Burt
Mr. Conolly
Mr. Doherty
My, Ewing

Sir John Forrest
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hall

Ayes.

Mr, George

Mr. Bolmes

Mr. Locke

Mr. Moran

Mr. Higham
{Teller}

Mr. Morgans
Mr. Pennefather
Mr, Piesse
Mr. Quinlan
Ar. Rason
Sir J. G. Lee Stecre
Mr. Throssell
Hon, H. W, Venn
Mr, Wallace
Mr. Wood
Mr. Hubble
{Teller)

Amendment thus negatived, and the
item passed.

Harbour Works, £210,000—Item, Fre-
mantle harbour works, including cable to
Rottnest, £128,000: -

Mr. WALLACE asked for explanation
as to the cost of the cable.

Tas Premier: About £4,000.

Mr. WALLACE: It had been stated
the cost would be more than £10,000.

Twr Premier: No,

Ytem passed.

Item, Bunbury breakwater, completion
of, £30,000:

Mr. LEAKE: Would the Director of
Public Works tell the House how much
had been spent on this breakwater?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: £68,000 up to the end of June.

Mr. LEAEE: And this £30,000 was
to complete?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This £30,000 would complete
the work. It was expected the work in
hand would last about four months, and
the Committee might rest assured there
would be no expenditure over the
~ £100,000 first voted, that being the esti-

mated cost.

Me. LEAKE moved that the item be
struck out. It seemed to him the pro-
posed expenditure was not necessary.

Tuar Premier: Up to August, £13,000
of this amount had been spent.

Mp. LEAKE: It was not surprising
to hear that the Government were going
in for unauthorised expenditure.
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Tee DirecroR or Puseic WoORES:
It was authorised. The Government
took a vote on the Estimates last year
to carry on the work; and the probable
cost was £100,000.

Mr. LEAXKE: Parliament had not
suthorised the expenditure of £100,000.

Tue Direcror oF PuBuio WoREs:
The Government had to carry on many
works in the same way.

Mr. LEAKE: The Government had
pledged the country to this work with-
ouc the authority of Parliament, and now
Ministers came to Parliament and said,
“You must vote the money.”

Tue Direcror oF PusLic WoRES:
This was an authorised vote.

Mr. LEAKE: This was authorised as
a revenue work. This was another hope-
less flounder on behali of the Govern-
ment. We were told that this work waa
to be constructed out of revenue; then
th- Government expended money with-
out the authority of Parliament, and now
wished to re-appropriate loan money,
and commit the country to a fresh loan.
The Bunbury breakwater was a work
that could be stopped—the sea stopped
it the other day by knocking ene end off
the breakwater. The Premier had an-
nounced that it was his duty to restore
the credit of the colony.

The Premier: The credit of the col-
ony wag as good as ever.

Mr. LEAEKE : The Premier said in the
Budget Speech that he had to restore the
credit of the country.

Tue PreMier: The credit was all right.

Mr. LEAKE: There was no reason
why the £30,000 should not stand over.
The few stones that had been thrown
into the water at Bunbury would not be
any the worse for remaining there a little
ionger.  There was no pressing neces-
sity for the expenditure of the money.
The £30,000 might be applied to press-
ing or urgent works. Further down on
the schedule there was another £10,000
for Bunbury jetty.

Tus Direcror oF Pusuie WoRrks:
A very necessary work.

Mg. LEAKE: Directly and indirectly,
half & million of money would be ex-
pended on the wonderful harbour at
Bunbury.

Tre Premmr: It was unworthy of the
hon. member to misrepresent like that.
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Mr. LEAKE: There were the line te
Bunbury, then the line from Bunbury to
Bridgetown, the line from Bunbury to
the Vasse, the workshops and jetty, and
the harbour works. Fully half a million
of money was being spent in Bunbury.

Tre Presien: The railways referred
to were good ones.

Mr. LEAEE: Yes, wonderful rail-
ways. The Bunbury Dbreakwater had
never been recommended or approved
by the Engineer in Chief—it was simply
o fad of the Premier’s, and there was no
reason why the work should not be held
in suspense for a little time. He (Mr.
Leake) was down at Bunbury the other
day and saw what had been done. No
doubt a great deal of money had been ex-
pended. Tremendoucly heavy seas came
in after a north-west gale, and the seas
were sufficiently strong to distribute the
stone deposited there for the mole.
Whether a good harbour would be made at
Bunbury was very doubtful. The
Engineer-in-Chief had never fathered the
scheme-—he (Mr. Leake) would not say
the Engineer-in-Chief had actually con-
demned it, but the work was not to be
placed in the same category as the harbour
works at Fremantle. The Bunbury har
bour scheme was a wretched scheme
altogether, He believed what the mem-
ber for Geraldton (Mr. Simpson) had said
was right, that it would pay the country
to cerry the timber and goeds from Bun-
bury to Fremantle free of cost rather than
go to the expense of the improvements at
Bunbury.

MRr. GeoroE: The line would have to
he duplicated.

Mg, LEAKE : That would be better than
expending money at Bunbury; but Bun-
bury was represented by the Premier.
There was no reason why there should not
be a cessation of expenditure at Bunbury,
when we knew the finances of the country
were in a very ticklish position.

Mr. GEORGE: Since the Committee
bad decided, by an overwhelming major-
ity, to spend this money, whether the
money were honestly come by or not, it
was no use wasting time in discussing
the other items. No discussion would
influence the division, s0 far as the Bun-
bury breakwater wag concerned. Bun-
bury harbour would be one of the great
factors in the development of the timber
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trade of the South-Western District, and
not only in the Murray and in Wellington
portions, but further south. Even with
free carriage over the railways, timber
could not be brought from those districts
to Fremantle, unles§ extra lines were laid.
During the lazt 18 months it had been
necessary to run special train after special
train, in order to get timber to Fremantle,
and there had been great difficulty in
keeping the line clear. When the Bun-
bury harbor works were finished, ships
would be able to lie there in safety, and
the timber trade would be enormously de-
veloped.  His contention would be borne
out by any hon. meraber who had any-
thing to do with the timber trade.

Mr. MORAN: It was o huge mistake
to endeavour to build works out of re-
venue. He supported the item because
he was a firm believer in opening up the
seaports of the colony, as the natural way
to develop our resources. Bunbury
would probably be the second seaport
of West Australia and the centre of
the largest rural population for genera-
tions to come. But, inasmuch as the
Bunbury harbour works were for future
generations, it was wrong to allow their
cost to be paid out of revenue. Why
ghould the present generation be called
upon to pay the whole cost of & work
which would be a permanent national
asset, to be handed from generation to
generation! In any country, where there
wag proper statesmanship, such works
would be charged to loan fund; and it
wag quite sufficient to ask the present
generation to pay the ifterest. It would
be a mistake to endeavour to pay off, out
of revenue, a deficit of £200,000, which
had been created by works properly
chargeable to loan account. If the coun-
try were properly financed there was no
deficit at all. The revenue and expendi-
ture of the country, as a going concern,
balanced, and more than balanced. Not
only the £30,000, which was going to
finish the breakiwater, but the £70,000
should at the earliest possible moment
be transferred to loan account; and, as
he had already intimated, he would later
on in the session oppose the proposal of
the Government to pay the deficit of
£200,000 out of revenue. Some livue
allowance might be made for the “long
bow” in the statement that the recent
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gale had distributed the stones of the
Bunbury breakwater; but, in any case,
there was all the more reason why this
£30,000 should be expended, because
such a storm night occur again, and an
unfiniched breakwater was woree than
none, for it was constantly liable to de-
struction, and thus a heavy debt might
be handed down to posterity, without
any corresponding asset. It was not to
be supposed that one bundred thousand
pounds would suffice for the work. He
hoped there would be no further pro-
posals in the House te construct harbour
works, railways, or even large public
buildings, out of revenue. This course
was unfair to the people, for all such ex-
penditure was properly chargeable against
future generations, the work dome in re-
spect thereof representing a permanent
national asset. He would move at the
proper time that the whole of the expen-
diture in respect of this item be trans-
ferred to the temporary loan fund, thus
relieving the revenue.

Mr. A. FORREST: The amendment
of the member for Albany had been moved
with & full knowledge that the Govern-
ment had received from the people in the
Bunbury district large sums of money
for timber lands, on the assumption that
a good harbour would be provided ; other-
wise those people would never have taken
up that land, for the timber would have
to be brought to Fremantle for shipment
to London, and, in that case, the freight
alone would kill the trade. If this item
were thrown out, es well as the £10,000
required later on to put this breakwater
in good condition, the big timber mills
now being erected, and the railways now
in course of construction in that district
for miles and miles from the main trunk
line, with the main object of sunnlying
timber for the London market, would be
rendered useless. If the timber from the
Bridgetown district had to be brought
to Fremantle by rail, it would be shipped
at a loss, for Bunbury was the only prac-
ticable outlet for such timher. He hoped
the House would insist upon the comple-
tion of the harbour works by a practic-
ellv unanimous vote. No more imper-
tant work could be imagined. He would
rather see a portion of the Fre-
mantle harhour works stooped than
see the port of PBunbury left insecure.
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Several of the largest companies floatec
in London were building railways nine
or ten miles from trunk lines at then
own expense, erecting large mills, and
employing & large amount of labour tc
ship timber at Bunbury. He boped thai
later on £10,000 would be expended
put the jetty into such order that sbip:
could come alongside and load, so that
the facilities afforded might be eqial ¢
those at the port of Fremantle.

Amendment negatived, and the rica
passed.

Item, Carnarvon jetty, £15,600:

Me. LEAKE: Was this work alread;
sterted?

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLK
WORKS: Yes; last year £6,000 o
£7,000 was spent. The work was nearing
con:pletion, the total sum spent being
about £13,000.

Mr. LEAKE: The work was authorise
to be constructed out of revenue. Thi
was another result of the devious way:
of finance. The credit of the colony wa:
pledged to these works, and the only wa;
to pay for them was by reappropriating
out of loans.

Trae Premier : The best way.

Item passed.

Itemn, Bunbury jetty, £10,000:

Mg. LEAKE: Was the Bunbury jetty «
new item ¢

c Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLI
WORKS: It was an entirely new item
mad very neceesary. There would be
large amount of shipping next year, am
so?ething must be done to put the jetty i1
order.

Mr. LEAKE : The Bunbury breakwate
would have cost £100,000; and then
make that breakwater useful we had w
spend an extra £10,000 on the jetty
These were works which might fairly wel
wait. The countrv was not pledred t
these works, and the same argument di
not obtain with regard to the expenditur
of the £10.000 as to the previous works
to which the credit of the country wa
pledged. We must pay in cases wher
the credit of the country was pledoed
because the Government would other
wize be sued, and the country woul
have to nay the expense. But this iten
of £10.000 micht verv well stand over
He moved that the item be struck out.



Reappropriation Bill :

Amendment negatived, and the item
passed.

Item, Ashburton jetty, £7,500:

Mr. LEARKE: Was this a new work?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: In consequence of the disastrous
cyctone which visited that part of the
country the jettv was destroyed, and the
Government decided to erect another, at
an estimated cost of £7,500. It was pro-
posed to use some of the material re-
maining from the old structure, to effect
& little saving.

Mr. GEORGE: Was that the jetty
which had been built without supervision?

Tue  DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The department never built
works without supervision.

Mr. GEORGE: Perhaps the Minister
would state how it was that spikes were
put in instead of bolts, nails instead of
spikes, and how various little matters of
that sort took place.

Mgr. A. FORREST: What had become
of the inspector who passed these vorkst

Tre Direcror oF PusLic Works:
He was dismissed.

Me. A. FORREST : Who were the con-
tractors? It was well known to the resi-
dents that the insnection must have been
of a peeuliar order; and the contractors
niust be to blame to a rertain extent.

Tue Direcron oF Pusuie  Works:
The contractors were Smith and Timms.

Mr. GEORGE : How long did the jetty
take to build, and how long was the in-
spector there!

Tur DirecTor oF PusLic Works said
he did not know.

Mr. GEORGE: The inspection of the
work was said to have been of 2 most
superficial nature. The Ashburton jetty
was o disgrace to the Works Department.
It was a notorious fact that in conge-
quence of the superficial manner in which
the jetty was put together, and in con-
sequence of the fact that it had no super-
vision, although he believed the country
paid for supervision, when a cyclone came
the whole structure was destroyed.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This was like a great many
more of the stories which the hon. mem-
ber got hold of. There was no douht
that the supervision, in the early stages
of the work, was not what it should have
beem.  The Government sent another
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officer of the department, who could be
depended upon, to take up the supervi-
gion, and transferred the former super-
visor to another district, and subsequently
he was dismissed. As to the faulty work,
gome mneglect was proved against the
supervisor, and certain portions of the
contract were not carried out as satisfac-
torily ag they should have been.  After
sending up the second officer, the work
was continued, hut before the jetty was
completed a cyclone destroyed what had
been done.  The structure was not suffi-
ciently strong to withstand the storm.

Mr. GEORGE said mno stories had
been brought to him about this work.
The department let a contract to build
a jetty ; the Government sent a super-
vigor, who did not supervize the work ;
then the Government sent another super-
vieor and discharged the first supervisor.
The jetty was not quitc completed when
a cyclone came and blew away the strue-
ture. The work of constructing a jetby
wag carried out in stages, one stage be-
ing completed before another was com-
menced. Supervisor No. 2 must have
seen the finished work, and if this officer
had been any good at all, he would have
seen that spikes were used instead of
bolts, and nails werd used instead of
spikes ; therefore supervisor No. 2 was
no good. Then gupervisor No. 3, in the
shape of a cyclone, came along and swept
the work away. If the Director of Works
had a public washing-day and said his
linen was clean, he (Mr. George) con-
tended the linen was dirty.

Item passed.

Item, charges and expenses of raising
Loans, £100,000:

Mr. LEAKE asked how this item
got into the schedulee Had there
always been an item in the annual
Appropriation Bill for charges and ex-
pences of raising leans, and was it al-
ways charged to loans, or was it paid
out of revenue?

Tae PREMIER : Since 1394, there had
always been an item in the annual Re-
appropriation Bill for charges and ex-
penses of raising leans; but no doubt
there was plenty of room for difference
of opinion in regard to the item. TIn
some colonies the item was shown on the
loan schedule; but it was a better plan
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to have a vote for the full amount of each
item.

Mr. Leixe:- And every lean implied
another loani

Ter PREMIER: Not always. Since
we began to borrow at 3 per cent., it had
generally been at a discount. Formerly,
with 34 and 4 per. cent loans, there was a
good deal to the credif of this item, at
one time as much as £50,000 ; but it had
all vanished.

Item passed.

Schedule as a whole put and passed.

Preamble:

Tue PREMIER moved, as amendments,
that in line 3 the word “raise” be struck
ont, and “expend” inserted in lieu there-
of + also, in line 3, that the words “to
be expended” be struck out.

Put and passed, and the preamble, as
amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with ‘amendments.

ADJOURNMEXNT.

The Houze adjourned ai 11.25 p.m.
until the next day.

Fepislatibe Bssembly,
Friday, 9th September, 1898,

Question : Bunbury Harbour, Steamer Nemesis
and Stress of Weather—Question: Fre-
mantle Harbour, and Liehts for South
Quoy—Question : Cooclgardie Water Scheme
and Tenders for Pipes—DMessage: Assent
to Bills—=Gold Mines Bill, second reading.
debate resumed and sdjourned—Adjourn-
ment.

. Tur SPEAKER took the chair at 7.30
c'clock p.m.

PRATERS,
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Coolgardie Water Scheme.

QUESTION : BUNBURY HARBOUR,
STEAMER NEMESIS, AND STRESS OF
WEATHER,

Mr. OATS asked the Premier: 1,
Whether it was a fact that the steamer
Nemesis had to leave the Bunbury har-
bour through etress of weather on Friday
night, 2nd instant, and seek ghelter in
Geographe Bay. 2, What provision the
Government proposed to make for safe
anchorage in Bunbury harbour to pre-
ven: vessels from being wrecked.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) replied : 1, The Nemesis was lying at
the jetty aetern of the barque Amieitia,
and as it was blowing very hard, the cap-
tain thought it possible that the barque
might, break from her moorings and come
down on his veesel, s0, as he had to go
to the Vasse to discharge cargo, he hauled
off and went to that port, but the weather
wag 80 bad that he could not get near the
Busselton jetty. He, therefore, came
straight back to Bunbury, and came along-
side the jetty at once without any trouble.
2, It is believed that the present break-
water will give the pratection, which will
result in the desire of the hon. member
being fulfilled.

QUESTION: FREMANTLE HARBOUR.
AND LIGHTS FOR SOUTH QUAY.

Mr. HIGHAM, by leave and without

| notice, asked the Director of Public Works

whether, in view of the frequent arrivals
and departures after sunset of mail and
intercolonial steamers at South Quay, Fre-
mantle, he will immediately instal
several lights, for the safety and conveni-
ence of the public?

T DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

' (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied: I cannot

answer that question without notice. It
really means in what time are we expected
to instal the lights?

Mr. HigraM: Not in an indefinite time.

Tme DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKES :
I should like the hon. member to give
notice of the question. I will look into it,
and see what can be done.

QUESTION : (COOLGARDIE WATER
BCHEME, TENDERS FOR PIPES.

Mr. LEAKE, by leave and without no-
tice, asked whether the Premier had any-
thing to communicate to the House with
regard to the tenders for pipes for the



