
1566 Immigration Restrictions: [ASSEMBLY.] Cattle Ticles at Coolgardie.

tngtsLattbe ISStmhig,
Thursday, 8th September, 189.&

Petition (British Investors): Dual Titles on
Ooldfiekls-uestion: (Imigration Res-
trictions. Evasion - Question: Pilbarrn

Goldfield. Expenditure from Loaas-Ques-
tion: Telezramis (old), Preservation for
Evidence--Question! Cattle Ticks at Cool-
szardie-Paper uresented-Retun : Stnte
Schools. Attendance and Cost-Return:
Fremantle Harbour Works, Particulars-
Return: Ashburt~n f~oldfild. Officers'
Salaries. etc. - Busselton-Boyanun and
Newcastle Railways, Revenue and Ex-
1)enditure - Reapprom~riation of Loan
Moneys Bill, in Committee ;Third
Schiedule further considered : Divisions (2)
reported-Adjournment.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30

o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PETTTON ('BRTISH INVESTORS)
DUAL TITLES ON GOLDFIELDS.

MR. ILLINOWORTH presented a petition
(including 8.52 duplicate copies, with
separate sets of sionatures'l from British
holders of gold-mininL leases in this
coleny, praying for the abolition of the dual
title, reefing' and alluvial, to the same area
of around.

Petition received, read, and ordered to
be printed.

Ordered that it b9 considered on the
14th September.

QUESTION : TMNHVIRA'I'ION' RESTRIC-
'TIONS. EVASION.

MRn. VOSPELI asked the Premier,-1,
Whether be was aware that certain nro-
hibited immigrants had recently arrived
in this colony contrary to 61 Viet., No.
137 2. If so. what the Government in-
tended to do in the matter Avth a view to
thie deportation of the said immnigrants.
and] to the nunishrp~ent of the. 'ersons re-
sponsible for their illegal introduction and
landing in the colony?

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied :-1, There have only
been two cases browzhit under the notcee
of the Government. Tn one, that of a
Chinese iminigrant from Singanore. in-
structions were issued that he should b.
taken back to Singapore ; in the other, that

of two Malay; imported for service, the
-aw Officer advised that they should be
allowed to land, and they were landed at
Cossack. 2, The Government intend to
carry out the law.

QUESTION: PILBAXRA GOLDFIELD,
EXPENDIURE FRO'M LOANS.

Mn. KINOSMILL asked the Director of
Public Works,-1, What amount of money
from the General Loan Fund was ex-
pended on the Pilbai-ra Goldfield (Vote:
G eneral Development of Goldfields)
during the yeaw ending June 30th, 1892.
2. Upon what objects?

Tom DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Elon. F. H. Piesse) replied :-1,
£2,441 6s. 7d. 2, Principally in con-
nection with the construction and deepen-
ing of wells. A return showing particu-
lars will be laid noon the table.

QUESTION: TELEGRAMS (OLD), PRE-
SERVATION FOR EVIDENCE.

MR. WILSON asked the Prerier,-l,
Whether it was true that steps were be-
ing taken in the Telegraph Department
to destroy all telegrams over two years
old. 2, if so, whether the Preier would
give instructions for the preservation of
those on hand, as they were valuable do-
cumentary evidence in case of legal or
ether proceedings.

TnE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
r~st) replied: -1, All telegrams have
been destroyed up to June, 1896. The
rmainder are still on record, but, unirra
otherwise ordered, will be destroyed afte!r
.bey are two years old. 2, In Vietocia,

N.wSouth Wales. Tasmania, and Q'L.?env-
land they are only kept for one year. in
South Australia for five years, and in
Western Australia, two years. Thc want
of room renders it difficult to keep them
longer.

QU7ESTION: CATTLE TICKS AT COOL.
GARDIE.

3Ma. A. FORREST, without notice,
asked the Premier, whether any action
Would lie taken by the Government, in
reference to a statement inade in the
House cn the previous evening, by the
inenmher for Cooleardie (Mr. Morgans), to
the effect that lie possessed a number of
cattle ticks found in Colgardie by an in-
specter.
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THn PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) replied that he did not know what
steps could be taken, but he would in-
quire into the matter.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the COMSnSsloNn OF IIAJLWAYS:

Expenditure of loan moneys on Pilbarra
gaoidfield. return..

Ordered to lie on the table.

RETUTRN:, STATE SCHOOLS. ATTrEN-
DANCE AND COST.

Ordered, on the motion Of Ma.
GO-NOLLY, for Mr. Mongrer, that there be
laid on the table a, return showing,
1, the averagre attendance of pupils at
thf James-street Infants' School for the
quarter ending 30th June last; 2, the
number of teachers employed in that
school; 3, the salary of each teacher
4, the proportion of the salaries actually
paid to- teachers in that school per
annum to the number of children in
average attendance, basing, the calcula-
tion on present average, and on the
sAlaries actually paid to teachers at the
present time;, 5, the cost per child per
annumn in the infants' deportment of
schools within the metropolitan atrea.
calculated on the present average attend-
ance, and on the actual salaries paid, to
teachers,; 6. the cost per' child per
annum for all children attending State
schools in Perth (exclusive of the James-
street Infants' School). calculated on pre-
sent average attendance and on the ac-
tual salaries paid to teachers 6,. the
cost per child per annum for all children
attendinz State schools in Perth (exclu-
sive of the James-street Infanta' School).
calculated on present average and actual
salaries paid to teachers; 7. the cost per
child per annm for al children attend-
ig State schools in Western. Australia.

BETUflN! PREMAVI'T.Er HARBOUTR
WVORKS. PARTICULARS.

Ordered, on the motion of MRs. GEORGE.
that there be laid up~on the table a return
showing.-1. The quantity of sand actu-
ally removed from dayv to day in connec-
tion with the Fremantle harbour works,
from July let to August 27th, 1898.
2. The depth below low-water manrk to
which the piles were driven (a) as to the

old railwaey bridge; (b) a to the new
railway bridge. 3, The present depth of
the river-bed below low-wxater mark at
(a) twenty feet below the new railway
bridge; (h) under and between both rail-
way bridges: (c) twenty feet above the
old railway bridge.

RETURN: ASHBUR'VXON GOL.DFIELD.
OFFICERS' SATARLES, ETC.

O)rdered, on the motion of Mn.
QuMuAN, for Mr. Hocley, that there he
laid upon the table a, return showin-
1, The amounts paid in salaries, to the
warden and mining registrar of the Ash-
burton goldfield respectively. 2, The
amounts. paid for the last financial year
to those officers for travelling allowance
respectively. 3, The number of days oc-
cupied in travelling from the Ashburton
to Bangem all. 4, The distance betweev
the two places as the crow flies. 5, The
value of gold exported during the past
financial year from the Ashbuirton and
Thingem all respectively.

lIIIlSSETTON -I30YANU-P AND' NEW-
CASTLEF RAMNAWAYS, REVENUE
AND EXPENDITURE.

Un. GEORGE, referring to a. notice of
motion he had given, for a return show.
ingr revenue and expenditure cn the Bus-
aelton-Boyanup railway and the Newcastle
railwagy, said some action had been
taken by the department, in, the general
scheme of reorganization, to mneet the
altered conditions of the service. There-
fore, if the Commissioner of Railways p
would give an assurance that this would
be carried into, effect shortly, or at once,
he would be satisfied, and would not pro-
ceed with the motion.

TH[E COMfMISSIONER OF "RAILWAYS
(Hon, F. H. Piesse): The retura asked
for was one he would be willin~r to pre-
pare, but he uniderstood that the object
wag to ascertain the revenue and expendi-
ture in connect-ion with the, Bunbury and
Boyanun service and the Neiveastle ser-
vice With regard to the Ro 'vanun-Bus-
selton and Donnybrook service, the chnnee
in the runningr of trains on that line whichi
haid been contemplated for some timec had
resulted in the rearrangement of the time
table, which would come into force on the
I 2th instant. Every effort was. beinz
made to reduce the train mileage in eon-
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nection with the running of trains, and he
hoped that with this assurance the hon.
member would not proceed with the mo-
tion.

MnR. GEORGE: The statement maRde
was quite satisfactory to him, and he
would not proceed with the motion.

Motion withdrawn from the Notice
Paper.

REAPPROPRIA1IO N OF LOAN MONEYS
BILL.

IN OOMM&TIE.

Consideration of Third Schedule re-
sumed.

Item, Survey of Railway from Coolgar-
die to Norseman, £5,000:

[Amendmnent moved by Mr. Leaks, at
the previous sitting, that the itemn be
struck out.]

MR. LEA1{E: Before discussing the
subject further, he would like to ask the
Commissioner of Railways if there was
any proposal to survey the line from
Coolgardie to Bonny Vale?

Tan PREiERs: That was done a, year
or two ago, because the route to, Broad
Arrow ran past Bonny Vale.

Mas. KINGSMIL: The arguments
with regard to the survey from Leonora
to Menzies might be used wvith equal
effect against the survey now proposed,
and others could be brought to bear.
The railway would have to be built not
by this Parliament, but by the next.
Some members might have an idea of
what the next Parliament would think
regarding the rival claims of Coolgardie
and Esperance as to the starting point
for the Norseman line. Coolgardie had
a rival not only in Esperance, with regard
to the starting point, but also in Kal-
goorlie. This House would not be justi-
fied in voting nmoney for this survey
from loan funds. The Premier had said
the majority of people who would have
to pay for the line wvere in favour of the
route now proposed.

Tan PREMIER: It would be in their in-
terest. He did not say they had ex-
pressed an opinion.

MR. KINGSMU2L: T1akimr, that view
there were more disinterested people
in Western Australia than he had sup-
posed ; but there had been rival deputa-
tions, one favouring the Coolgardie

route, the other the Esperance route ;
and those deputations visited most of
the populous centres in the colony.
Everywhere the Esperanee deputies were
received with open arms. The meeting
in Perth, which might be supposed to
be against having Esperance as the start-
ing point, was presided over by the Pre-
mier's brother, the mayor of the city,
who was supported by the member for
Perth; and in spite of the diplomatic ar-
guments of the member for Coolgardie,
the majority at the meeting, were in
favour of the Esperance route. The
claims of Esperance were like the
articles mentioned at the end of a sale
list, "too numerous to mention." One
claim was that Norseman would be
drawing, its agricultural supplies from
the southi-east coast district ; and, from
what the Premier had seen at Esperance,
did he not consider it capable to a large
extent, if not altogether, of supplying
the wants of Norseman with agricultural
produce? The Premier indicated that he
did not think so; but possibly he had
not seen enough of that district. As
Carthage was to Rome its natural enemy,
so the Premier seemed to regard Espe-
rance as the natural enemy, whereas it
should be the natural friend, of this
part of Western Australia, He only
wished the Premier would emulate the
example of Cato, who, while hating
Carthage as the natural enemy of Rome,
had handed down to posterity a reputatior
for justice ; but it was to be feared that thf
reputation of the right hon. the Premiet
wouldI in the light of later years, atlways
be somewhat tarnished by the way iu
which he had treated the people of Espe-
rance.

Mn. MORGANS: As to whether thc
Premier had treated Esperance fairly
that was a matter of opinion- The Gov
ernment proposed to g~ive railway coin
munication to Norseman, and the Coin
mittee were asked to consider the desira.
bility of giving Norseman arailway
The member for Pilbarra had drawn intc
the discussion the great question as tc
the rights of Esperance to have railwa1
communication with 'Norserna; but thi,
had nothimr to do with the question be
fore the Committee, which was whethe,
a survey should be made from Ooolsardi(
to Norsemian.
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MR. VOSPER: With what objecti
Ma. MORGANS: To make a railway.

So far as Esperance was concerned, he
had the greatest possible sympathy with
it, and would be glad to see everything
and anything done for the best interests
of Esperance; and if any question were
brought forward in reference to Esper-
ance and its well-being, it would have his
support. If the Government, in their
wisdom, had chosen to suggest the con-
struction of a railwaly from Esperance to
Norseman, although he did not consider
that would be so much to the advantage
of Norseman as a. railway from Coolgardie
toe Norseman, still he would have given
it his support. The Government had a
political policy in this question, and it
wvas no good attempting to hide it from
the House or the country. The Govern-
ment were not prepared to open up a
competing port with the goldfields in Es-
perance as against Fremnantle. He was
not called upon to say whether that was
a good or a bad policy.

THE PannnR: We said it was not
necessary.

MR. MORGANS: Without discussing
that point at all, he said the Government
had declared that this was their policy.
The people of Esperance and Norseman
should remember that theirs were not the
only interests to be considered. What
was done in the House was supposed to he
in the best interests of the country as a
whole. He had seen remarks made by the
Mayor of Esperance, whom he (Air.
Morgans) knew to be a, very able and com-
petent man, as to the action of the Gov-
ernment, and he thought the remarks had
been made without proper consideration.

Mn. VosaRn: What would the hon.
member have said in such a, case?

Mn. MORGANS said he did not think
he would have called the Premier of the
country a "disreputable political trick-
ster," which was what the mayor of
Esperance, did.

MRs. ILLINOWORTH: The language was
not Parliamentary.

MR. MORlGANS: It was not justifiable
on the part of any public man to speak
of another public man in that way. As a
goldfields member, he asserted that Norse-
man deserved a railway, and it was in
the beat interests of that goldfield to have

arailway built. Supposing the people

of Esperance could not get a railway
from Esperance to Norseman, the next
beat thing was to have a railway from
Coolgardie to Norseman. Once a rail-
way was made from Coolgardie to
Norseman, it would he a step to
the construction of a railway to Es-
perance, and a long step. The rail-
way would then have been made 100
miles out of 220 miles in the direction of
Esperance, and any reasonable person
must see that there was more prospect of
getting railway communication from a
line which was constructed, than waiting
to get a railway started from Egperance.

MR. GREGOR: The people would be
all starved out of the place before then.

MRs. MORGANS: Why wvould the peo-
ple be starved out of the place? Esper-
onice had to depend for the whole of its
life upon Norseman, and between Esper-
ance and Norseman there was a piece of
desert 120 miles in length, which made
it practically impossible to make use j
the valuable facilities of Esperance as b
port, in consequence of the difficulties at
transit over that desert. That might te
a misfortune for the people of Esperance.
He only wished there was a hard road
between Esperance and Norseman, so
that Esperance could get a fair share of
the traffic. The Premier and the Gov-
erment were not responsible for the ex-
istence of this piece of sandy desert be-
twveen Esperance and Norseman. The
result of the existence of this desert was
that all the heavy machinery now used
in the mines of Norseman was sent from
Fremantle to Coolgardie, and taken down
that way, simply because people could nt
afford to pay the cost involved in sending
the heavy machinery over the sandy
desert. It was cheaper to pay the
raila rates from Fremantle to
Coolgardie, and send the machinery
down from Coolgardie to Norseman
At the present moment there
was a. large battery, 'with a full
equipment of machinery, going to the
Norseman Gold Mine ; and, after consid-
ering the whole of the facts with regard
to the freight and cost of delivery, 't had
been decided to send this machinery via
Coolgardie, and a large portion of it wam
now on the way. This showed that Es-
perance was suffering, not from th-- ras-
cality, of the Government, but fr,m tlte
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unfortunate fact that nature had put a
sandy belt between Esperance, oLd Norse-
man.

Ma. MXonAx: Sand made a good 'ed
for a railway.

Ma. GEoEGE: There mig at be wvorse
.ballast than sand.

Mn. MORGANS said he %s not pre-
pared to discuss that question. He knew
that. a railway might be built aver a sandy
desert, but could hun. members persuade
the Government to do thatl The only
thing that could he done, in view of the
declared policy of the. Government, was to
build a railway from Coolgardie to Norae-
man.

A MEMBER: Was it good policy?
MNf. MORGANS : That was a side i ssue.
Ma. L.EAKn: The Government had

abandoned the railway.
MaR. MORGANS: Oh, no; the Govern-

mieat had not. They had only deferred
it, and there was a great difference be-
tween abandoning a, railway and deterring
it.

MP.- LiUAcc: The Government had
better defer the survey, then.

MR. MOR.GANS: A railway must be
built to Norseman, because it was of the
utmost importance there should be com-
munication. He was not advocating this
railway from selfish motives, although
the member for Albany smiled at that
statement as though incredulous. He
(Mr. Morgans) was not pleading- for Cool-
gardie, but was pleading entirely on be-
half of Norsemnan people and their
interests. Some feeling had arisen as to
whether this railway should start from
Kalgoorlie or Coolgardie, but he did not
helieve these local feelings and jealousies
should be allowed to exist. What wasi
more, he did not believe the local feeling s
and jealousies existed, except in the pens
of some newspaper editors. When he
discussed these questions with, say, the
member for North-East Coolg~rdie and
other friends in Kelgoorlie, he noticed
they were quite agreed that railways
should be built from the most desirable
point, so far as cost of construction and
the convenience of people were concerned..

MR. VoQ~Rnn Some peoIple thought the
Boulder ought to be the starting-point.

'Mn. MORGANS: That might he so,
but the majority of people freely ad-
mitted that the railway should be built

from Coolgardie. If Coolgardie were
made the starting-point, it would serve
a. great number of interests, ta--ingf the
Eurbanks and Londonderry districts and
the country some miles further south,
which at the present time was prosperous,

Ifrom a gold-mining point of view. A rail-
way from Coolgardie would also serve the
important and growing district of Red-
hill.

A. Vospra: At 3O miles distance?
Tu'& ThnRns: The survey went within

Ififteen miles of Redhill.
Ma. MORGA.S: The survey went, so

far as he knew, within eleven or twelve
miles of Redhill, and he had been over
the country. The member for North-
East Coolgardie used to be the strongest
supporter of this route from Coolgardic.

MR. Vospn: A railway from Esper-
ance to Coolgardie always had his sup-
port.

MR. MORGANS: Then the member
for North-East Coolgardie advocated, in
part, really what he (Mr. Morgans) was
advocating.

MR. VosEr: The hon. member was
advocating, in part, what he (Mr. Vosper)
advocated as a, whole.

Ma. MORGANS: And if the question
were put to the vote, the memnber for
North-East Coolgardie would no doubt
lend it his support, for the reason that,
years ago, he was convinced of the neces-
sity for this railway. The member for
East Coolgardie (Sir, Moran) ought to
allow the mantle of fairness to fall across
his shoulders. The bon, inember knew
the district and the importance of a rail-
way to Norsemian, and his broad-minded
attitude on all questions should preclude
him from opposing in any way a measure
which had for its object the construction
of such a railway.

MR. MonA-w: Oh!
MAR MORGANS: The member for East

Coolgardie did not appear to appreciate
cue flattering rqmarks which were being
applied to him; but, with the broad-
minded views he held on all questions of
the kind, he would not let his mind be
biased by a question of route. Kalgoor-

I lie had already a railway from Menzies,
and the memrber for East Coolgardie
could not raise any objection to the pre-
sent proposal, except on the ground of
securing the best starting noint for the

[A.SSEMBLY.] in committee.
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railway proposed now. The bon. mem-
ber might be relied on to give his support
wC the making of the surveys in order to
satisfy his own mind, and the minds of
other members, as to which wvas the best
starting point-a matter that could be
settled only by making the survey
asked for. Hon. members seemed to, be
straining at a gnat and swallowing a
camel; for while it was proposed to spend
the small sum of £5,000 in miaking a, sur-
vey for a railwvay to an important mining
district, he did not wish to be ungenerous,
and he regretted having to call attention
to the X15,000 allotted to the district of
the member for Pilbarra.

MR. KINGSAiLL: Not £15,000.
NIa. MORGANS: Well, £5,000.
THE PREMIER: It was £13,000.
He. MORGANS: No more than £5,000

wa~s now asked in connection with the
survey of a. railway from Coo1gardie. In
view of the great importance of the ques-
tion, it was to be hoped lion, members
would not impart any feeling of localism
into the discussion, and would not attempt
to stop a valuable work simply to be in
opposition 'to the Government. The best
thing that could be done tinder the pre-
sent circumstances was to build the rail-
w:'v which was no'w required to the Norse-
man goldfield. The development of that

gldfield was of great importance to the
gold-mining industry of the colony, and
it was, therefore, to be hoped lion. miem-
berc would not press this question to a divi-
sion, but wvould be generous and place
facilities in the hands of the Government
for carrying out a survey which would re-
stilt in valuable intormation, worthy or
th.-, best consideration of Parliament.

MR. QUINLAN: Considering the in-
debtedness of the country, and the pro-
babilitv that the construction of the pro-
posed line would not take place for a year
or two, the expenditure on the survey
might well be deferred ; and hie intended
to vote against the proposed expenditure.
Lines bad already been surveyed of the
construction of which there was not the
leaht likelihood. Seeing that it had been
deemed advisable to defer the construe-
MXnl of an agricultural railway, he could
not see that the Government would be
wise in proceeding with this railway from
Coolgardie to Norseman. From the argu-
ments of the plausible member for Cool-

gardie (Mr. Morgans), nothing could be
learned to convince hion. members that it
would be wise to construct this railway.
When this subject was discussed a day or
cwo ago, members seemed in favour of the
line from Coolgardie to Norseman. It was
even admitted by the member who repre-
sented Esperance and Norseman, that to
construct a railway from Esperance would
be to go over the desert. There was
no desire to have more white ele-
phants than there were already in the
colony. The line from Esperance to
Norseman might be wanted once in six
months, so far as could be judged from
the output of gold at the latter place.
The suggestion that we should open the
markets of the colony co the other places
wa.; to his mind a fallacy. He was sur-
prised, to say the least of it, that hon.
members should pretend to have the in-
terests of this colony at heart, and advo-
cate that which they knew would be de-
trimental to those interests. It might
be wise to construct such a line in the
future-possibly when there wa~s federa-
tion of Australia-but to dream of open-
ing the port of Esperance to Adelaide,
which would result from the construction
of a line from Esperance to the Norse-
man, would be fatal to the best interests
of the country and the districts which be
and other members represented.

MR. MoRGANs: That was a good rea-
son for making a line from Coolgardie,
instead of from Esperance.

MR. QUINLAN: If there should be
a line from anywhere to Esperance, it
should be from Coolgardie, and he had
already expressed that opinion. Sup-
posing the Coolgardie field had never
been discovered, what would have been
the result of the construction of the
railway to Southern Cross? Had it not
been for the discovery of the Coolgardie
fields, that line would have been a drag
on the country.

THE PREMIER: There was plenty of
gold at Southern Cross.

MR. QUINLAN: It was of no use the
Premier saying that. Would the output
of gold at Southern Cross have been
enough to pay the interest on the rail-
way to that place, assuming that the
Coolgardie field had never been dis-
covered? As to the construction of rail-
ways by private entwiprise, the exper-
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ience of the colony had been a
bitter one. He was not in favour
of railways of any kind being constructed
by what was termed "private enterprise."
It would require strong reasons to induce
him to alter that opinion. The expres-
sions which had fallen from the member
for North-East Coolgar~die (Mr. Vosper)
were much to be regretted, for he used a
threat that the day would come when
the goldfields would do this and that,
and would revolutionise the place.

MR. VosERn: They were doing it
already, and would do it some more,
too.

MRs. QUINLAN: The hon. member
should be grateful to the other parts of
the coiony, which had borne the burden
and heat of the day so long.

AIR. Vosrsa: When did they do it?
MR. QUINLAN': The inhabitants of

the older districts would have to, pay the
penalty, if anything caused the goldfields
population to return to Victoria and New
South Wales.

MRs. Vosr'ER: As a matter of business,
the old inhabitants had been paid very
wyell.

AIR. QUINLAN: The Forrest Govern-
ment and the descendants of the early
settlers could feet that they had been
generous to the goldfields, that they had
spent money in all directions to assist
the new-orners, and were entitled to a
little gratitude.

AIR. Cannon: It was not the Govern-
ment, but Parliament, which spent
money.

MRs. QUINLAN: The few people who
would be losers by the non-construction
of the railway from Esperance, some of
whom were his own friends, were cer-
tainly entitled to sympathy as persons
who had made a bad bargain; but they
felt aggrieved only because they had
purchased land at Esperance with the ex-
pectation of making -a profit when the
line was constructed ; but the people in
the South-Western District were entitled
to prior consideration. As to the meet-
ing held in Perth a few weeks ago,
which had resolved that the railway
should start from Esperance, he could
venture the opinion that it was a packed
meeting. Having had a large experience
of public meetings in Perth, and knowing
the mover of the proposition that the line

should start from Esperance, he would
say that the same person had done no
good either to himself or to the country,
since he knew him, but had been agitat-
ing and making people uneasy and un-
settled, and discomiforting many whom he
might otherwise have helped. That per-
son did not belong to Perth, but was a
total stranger here, and did not repre-
sent this portion of the colony. He (Mr.
Quinlan) presided at a meeting about a
week ago, and the same person was pre-
sent, but did not dare to repeat his tac-
tics.

MRs. VospHRn: Perhaps the hon. member
did not allow amendments at his meeting.

MR-. QUIN4LAN: That was not so. The
reason given by the member for Pilbarra
for the Esperance railway was totally un-
founded and erroneous. As there were
other and better channels for the ex-
penditure of this sum of £;5,000, which
might grow into £10,000 before the sur-
vey was completed, he would support the
amendment.

MRs. HIGHAM: If it were proposed to
at once construct this railway;- and if this
could be done, the developments at Norse-
man would compel him to record his vote
in favour of the survey; but as in pre-
sent circumstances it would be impossible
to construct the railway for two or three
years, he would join with those who de-
sired to cut out the item, on the same
principle which had led him to vote for
the excision of the previous survey. The
next few yeaws would witness many new
developments in that locality; and, if all
the railways desired in that district wvere
to be surveyed before there was a. pos-
sibility of constructing them, the result
would be a, similar state of affairs to that
in the Pilbarra, district, where there were
three separate routes for a. railway sur-
veyed without the remotest possibility of
a line being built. With regard to the
public meeting in Perth, something might
be said on both sides, for the Perth people
showed themselves so indifferent to the
question that they allowed a snatch vote
to be taken.

MRs. MORGAN$: The meeting was packed.
Mn. RIGHAM: Then it was very thinly

packed. There were more empty chairs
than people in attendance. It was sig-
nificant that the delegates from Esper-
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ance, spoke at Perth, but fought shy of the
meeting at Fremantle.

Ma. CONOLLY: The hon. member meant
the Norseman delegates.

MR. VoSPER: The Esperance men did
not come further than Kalgoorlie.

MR. HIGHAM apologised. He meant
the Norsemnan delegates. The survey
should be postponed till there was some
possibility of constructing the line.

Ma. ILLINGWORTH supported the
amendment for the same reason as he had
given when speaking on the previous item,
that there was no reasonable prospect of
constructing the line; and it would be
wrong to lead the people at Norsemnan to
suppose that a railway was intended to be
built, when there was no prospect of so
doing. The Premier had mentioned that
a survey was made from Coolgardie to-
wards Menzies at some considerable cost.
The only use of that survey, so far, had
been in regard to the Bonny Vale rail-
way.

Tm PREMIER: The survey had been
availed of in the line from Broad Arrwv
tk. Menzies. It was only the part from
Broad Arrow to Coolgardie w-hich had not
been constructed. The hon. member did
not know the country.

,Mn. ILLINGWORTH saiA noe knew t he
country, and had travelkd over it.

Ths PREMIER: Then the hon. member
did not know the facts.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: What he had
said was that a survey was made towards
Menzies from Coolgardie. That was cor-
rect.

Tns PREMIE said he understood the
hon. member to say, "to, Menzies."

MR. ILLINGWORTH: No. It was a
question of route. The same question
presented itself now. That survey had
been of no value to the country, and the
cost of it was a loss, except in so far as it
was useful for the railway to Bonny Vale.

TIF PREMIER: Trial surveys had been
made in dozens of cases.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: And an immense
amount of money thus wasted.

THE PREMIER: No; money had been
saved.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: Where there
was a prospect of constructing a railway,
flying surveys might be justifiable ; but
in this case it was not a flying survey,
but a definite survey which was proposed,

a survey which would fix for a future Par-
liament the route for the railway, and
which involved an expenditure of £6,000
long before it was needed. The present
Parliament should be content to mind its
own business, and leave other Parliaments
and future generations to work out their
own destiny. Were we now to fix upon
a certain route, some future Parliament
might decide upon another route; and,
supposing this to be the best route for
the railway, no survey was required for a.
year or two.

Ta PREMIER: According to the hon.
member, there was no prospect of doing
anything whatever.

Mn- ILLINGWORTH: Why should we
go to the expense? It would be different
were this vote out of revenue, or out of
an ordinary loan; but we were called
upon to absolutely reappropriate money
which had already been voted, and was
needed for other purposes. This was not
an orderly way of conducting the busi-
ness of Parliament, and for that reason
he would oppose it.

MR. GREGORY: While agreeing that
Norseman should have railway communi-
cation, the proper course of that railway
was from Esperance; but the railway was
to be built for -the people of Norseman,
and not for those of Coolgardie and Esper-
ance Bay, and it was because the Norse-
man dkstrict had -proved itself worthy
of railway communication that the Gov-
ermnent intended to build a railway be-
tween Coolgardie and Norseman. When
the actual proposal for the railway camne
before the House, he intended to vote that
Esperance should be the starting point;
but, in the interests of the Norseman
people, he would vote now for the survey,
which should be made so that the Govern-
ment would be able to tell the House
what the line would cost.

MR. Vospxa: If the survey were made
night through to Esperance, the hon. mem-
ber's argument might hold good.

MR. GREGORY: The Norsemnan people
wanted a railway. If they could not get
it from Esperance, he was in favour of a
line from Coolgardie to Norsemnan. The
people of Norseman should have their
railway, and therefore he would support
the proposal of the Government.

Mn. HOLMES: All members were con,
vinced, even if some were not prepared
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to admit it, that the present state of the
finances did not justify the spending of
money on surveys for railways, which he
believed the Government had no inten-
tion of carrying out. Granting surveys
would simply be fulfilling a promise made
when money was more plentiful than at
the present time. No money was now
available for the purpose, except by mis-
appropriation of the finances, which
would be neither reasonable nor just, and
would be opposed to good finance.

THE PREMIER: The hon. member was
a fine financier !

MR. LEAKE: flat was a nice way ior
the Premier to speak of one of his sup-
porters.

Ma. ILLINOWO~rH: Common abuse.
MR. GEORGE: Without gcing into the

question of whether the railway should
start from Esperance or Coolgardie, he
might be allowved to show why it was ad-
visable to have a survey. The cvuntry
and members had been crying out for re-
trenchment and economy, but while there
were occasions when economy was re-
quired, there were also occasions when it
wvas advisable to spend money. We had
on our engineering staff, as far as survey
skill wvas concerned, the pick of the colo-
nies, and the staff comprised engineers of
whom any Government could be proud.
Scume of the men were lent by the Gov-
ernment of Victoria two, three, or lowr,
years ago to make a survey in regard to
the deviation of the Eastern Railway;
and, whatever the cost of that survey, it
was amply repaid by the fact that they
discovered and laid bare errors made in
previous surveys by officers who, however
well intentioned, had not the skill of those
who were brought over. He did not
know what the intentions of the Govern-
ment were in connection with this matter,
but possibly they were anticipating cut-
ting out this survey staff as soon as they
had finished their railways, but did not
wish to retrench the department entirely
until these surveys had been made.

THE PNiUMI: Hear, hear.
MR. GEORGE: Just as people might

wish to out down expenses in their busi-
ness, but might desire to strain a point if
they had good workmen, so, it might bs
with the Government He had had -a
great deal to do with railway construc-
tion, not only here, but in different parts

of the world, and that was the idea which
occurred to him-

THE PREM.IER: Whatever the result
of the division mig~ht be, the time spent
in discussing this question of railway sur-
veys, although considerable, had not been
wasted, because we had been able to place
before the, House and the country the
views of members relative to the pro-
spects of the Mount Margaret goldfield,
and the country between iiem~ies and
Leonora,, and the country further north-
waird. We had also been able to place
before the country the position of the
goldflelds at Dundas, of which the town
of Norseman, was the principal centre.
Moreover, it had afforded him an oppor-
tunity of explaining the views the Govern-
ment entertained, and why they desirea
to make sur-veys to build these railways.
He believed that when the matter was
really carefully considered, people would
come to the conclusion that the Govern-
ment were advocating this, not for some
political reason, but because they had
solid, good grounds for the action taken.
Just now the member for East Fremantle
(Mr. Holmes) made some reference to
these proposals, and, he thought, said
they were not just. The honk member
certainly told us they were altogether op-
posed to good finance, and because he
(the Premier) jokingly remarked-for he
did not wish to say anything offensive--
that he (Mr. Holmes) was no doubt a
great financier, the member for Central
Murchison charged him with being abu-
sive.

MR. HoLuEs said he could manage his
business better than the Premier did the
country.

Tims PREMIER: Perhaps so. He be-
lieved the hon. member was a good mn
of business, and he deserved the greatest
credit for his energy. But because he
(the Premier) made a joking remark, he
was accused of being abusive.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: When it was made,
ho thought the'Premier really meant it.

THE PREMIER: If anything offensive
or abusive had been said, he ought to
apologis to the member for East Fre-
mantle. He was sure the member for
Central Murchison would acquit him of
saying anything intentionally offensive.
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MR. ILLINOWORTH : When the words
were spoken, he did not think the Pre-
mier was joking.

TEE PREMIER : If a member of the
Opposition deserved a. hit, he did not
mind giving him one; but he was not in
the habit of being offensive to his own
supporters. Members who advocated
economy should always encourage the
making of surveys before being asked to
vote money for certain works. As a
rule, in this colony, members had been
asked to vote large sums of money to
make surveys to Menzies, Murchison,
Cue, and, in fact, everywhere almost, on
estimates based on what we might call
horseback inspection. They had very
seldom had full information before them
in order to know what the work would
cost; and the reason was not far to seek.
Supposing we were in such a hurry that
we had to get a Loan Bill passed in order
to borrow money ats soon as possible, a
survey was taken offhand, and the whole
thing carried out as quickly as it could
be, the House not being in a. position
until a long period had elapsed to know
the actual cost of the work. In a great
work of construction, a large amount of
money might be wasted through an error
with regard to a certain bank, or bridge,
or culvert over a marsh, in consequence
of survey not having been carefully
performed. If there was no intention
whatever to build this railway, he should
certainly be one of those to vote against
the survey, because we did not want to
spend 5s., to say nothing of £5,000, when
there was no intention of carrying out
the work. The member for Central Mur-
chison had told us a good many times
durina the last two or three weeks that
there was no reasonable prospect of con-
structing the line. He (the Premier)
would like to ask him what we were going
to do during the next few years. Were
we not going to build any more now rail-
ways? Were there no other great public
works to he carried outI

MR. ILLT1q0WORTH: Let the Govern-
ment pay their Treasury tonds.

Mn. LEAKn: Let them pay their debts-
THE PREMIER: If the hon. member

(Mr. Leake) should be so, unfortunate as
to get & seat upon the Treasury benches,
we should get, in the first Governor's
Speech. a poliey in regnrd to opening up

and developing this immense territory.
Unless things were very much worse than
he (the Premier) thought they would be,
he (Mr. Leake) would have to go back to
the comfortable chair he now occupied,
ofrelse have to be equal to the necessities
of the country. We could afford railways
better now than ever we could,

Ma. GEORGE: The Premier must have
deceived us before thenm

TuR PREMIER: No one had been de-
cived by him. Let people look at our
assets now, as compared with what they
werz a little while ago. This railway
must be built, whether next year or not,
unless we were going to suppose that
Norseman was never to be more than at
present, and that it would languish and
disappear altogether. Did anyone say
that Norseman, with that auriferous coun-
try extending nearly all the way between
it and Coolgardie, would remain as at pre-
sent? Would it not develop and increase?
His opinion was that it would develop and
increase very largely; and therefore a
railway must be built. A railway to
Norseman would assist all the people of
the colony; and the constituents of the
members of Fremantle would probably
benefit to a greater extent, or at any rate
to an equal extent, with the citizens of
Perth; whilst thb people of Avon Valley
would benefit more than any other agri-
culturists in this colony, because they
would have a market. In the interests of
Norseman the railway should be built
from Coolgardie, because it would connect
it with the existing goldfields and all
other parts of the colony. Of course two
lines would be advantageous, but we could
not get them at present, and therefore
people at Norseman ought to rejoice at
any prospect of being connected will;
Coolgardie and the rest of the colony. It
would be in the interests of the pastorn-
lists and the agriculturists of the colony,
because it would give them a better
market to the extent of the population on
sac goldfields. He was quite sure that
whether we looked at this question in the
interests of Norseman, or in the interests
of the eastern goldfields, or in the in-
terests of pastoralists and agriculturists,
or of Perth and Fremantle,' or of Western
Australia generally, the best way to
serve Norseman was to connect it with
the existing railway, system of the colony.
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For these reasons he hoped members
would support the making of the survey.

Mat. WALLACE said be intended to
vote for the amendment. When speaking
generally on the Reappropriation Bill, he
stated this was one of the items be did
not agree to. If the Premier xtculd
only listen to tbe advice of some hon. mem-
bers, he would see that the desire was to
"4go slow," as we were circumstanced at
present. Many other ways of spending
this £,5,000 would give a quicker return.
Esperance being a. portion of Western
Australia., it was unfair to cut that port
off from the other portion of -the
colony. Before we could be in a
position to build a line from Coolgardie
to Norseman, federation would again be
before us, and then hon, members might
see the necessity of having a. railway to
Esperance, because Esperance would be
of value to uti and to Australia as a
whole. He did not think the colony was
insolvent or bad. We were in a "corner"
no doubt, and the colony required care-
ful handling to get through the difficulty ;
therefore this £95,000, snal~l as it might
apoear, might be converted to, a better
use and he more benficial then expending
it on this survey.

Rox. H. W. VENN: The question
was whether we should or should not
commence the railway at Eaperance, or
whether the line should or should not be
continued from Coolgardia. The Comn-
initee should not be misled in regard to
the issue. He bad heard one if not more
hon. members say they intended to vote
for a survey of this line, as it would leave
them entirely free to reverse that vote
when the question came up aga-in for the
construction of the line. Those hon
members were deliberately wasting pub-
lic money. Those who were opposed to
the Coolgardie,-Norseinan line should de-
dlare themslves now. It was not in the
mind of the Premier to construct a line
from Eaperence to Norseman, and it was
not the desire of the House to do so. He
inte-nded to vote for a line from Coolgar-
die to Norseman, and if that was the test
question now, he would vote for the sur-
vey. The Premier had said the colony
wast not able to afford this and that :
therefore one would have thought the
colony was hardly able to afford this sur-
vey. Last might the Premier said we

*could not afford abattoirs and chilling
works, there being no money ; but now
the Premier said the country was never
in a better position to cons-truct a railway
than now. If that was so, £5,000 was
nothing to a great country like this. It
was well to settle the question of the con-
struetion of this line now, so that it should
not crop up again. This was not a trial
survey, but an absolute survey that was Lo

Ibe made between. Norseman and Cool-
gardie ; and if we authorised the Govern-
ment to mnake the survey, let us stick to

Iour guns and authorise the Governent
to construct the railway.

MR. MORAN: There was a. good deal
in what the member for Wellington said,
for it was just as well for the Committee
to see what it was committing itself to.
We should first thoroughly satisfy our-
selves that this line would pay, and we
wanted to know what it would cost.
The Premier said it would cost £200,000,
but he (Mr. Moran) thought it was more
likely to cost £400,000. There was the
rolling-stock to be considered, also the
running of the trains and the fitting up.
He was sure the line from Coolgardie to
Norseman could notbhe constructed un-
der £.300,000.

THE PRtsEIE: It could be done for
least

MR. MORAN: How much did it cost
per mile in Western Australia to con-
struct railway lines as an average?

Mn. LsAn:- About £4,000.
MR. MORAN said that was his opinion.
Tim Psizn: Oh, nop.
MR. MORAN: Let us say £3,000
THEm PREMIR: We should not reckon

all the work that had been done between
Fremantle and Perth, and average that
with the other lines.

Mn. MORAN: There would be a deep
cutting in this railway between Coolgar-
die and Norseman, and there was a
nasty piece of country from the Slate
Rocks to Widgemooltba and on to
"Mount Morgan." It was a most diffi-
cult piece of country - mountainous
country, so far as the goidfields country
wYas concerned. There were gullies
which would have to be bridged over,
and big cuttings would have to be made.
As to, the mineral wealth of the country
en route, he would be silent. Where
once the ring of hammers was heard, and

[ASSEM13LY-1 in CommiUae,
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where ithere were formerly many pros-
pectors, a dead rabbit was found the
other day.

Tna PREMIER: A. good many men were
there now.

Mn. MORAN: There was this perma-
neat difficulty that the line was to be
constructed into an absolutely water-
less country. The Government wishqd
to construct the railway to Norsemnan,
which in itself was waterless, and water
might have to be carted from Northam
to Norseman. If the Coolgardie water
scheme were now constructed, there
might be no objection to the Norseman
line being built; but the Premier had
no intention of constructing the Coolgar-
die water scheme before this railway
line.

Thu PREMIER said he did not say that.
MR. MORAN said he was saying it for

the Premier.
TBB PREisER: The tanks were full

at Widgemooltha and other places.
M. MORAN: Full of emptiness.
THE Pn~mn: The tank at Widge-

mooltha. had been running over for some
time.

Mn. MORAN: The evaporation per
annum was 7 feet, and how much water
would be left in a 10 feet tank, if there
were 7 feet of evaporation? He had
been informed by a high authority in
the Railway Department, that the de-
partmnent was entirely opposed to the
construction of the line from Coolgardie
to Norseman.

MR. MORGANS: The same argument
applied to the Menzies line.

MEL MORAN: But the Menzies line
was built. No doubt the same argument
applied; but, in the case of Menzies, it
was only necessary to go a~ little further
to get a big freshwater supply. On the
road from Esperance there was no fresh-
water. Was the Coolgardie water scheme
going to be carried out?

THE PRnmina: Yes.
MR. MORAN: And when finished?
THE PREMIER: In three years.
M. MORAN: Well, in the name of

goodness, why was the permanent survey
required nowI It was, no doubt, to fulfil
the promise made by the Premier. But
what was a Premier's promise, in these
changed times, compared to the import-

ance of the issues involved? Lf the Pre-
mier did give his promise, why
should every member be bound
thereby, seeing that, as the Pre-
mier well knew, members were al-
lowed a little latitude, and must be al-
lowed latitude, if they had to be honest?
As for the Coolgardie water scheme, he
bad not yet, even in his dreams, seen it
carried out; and that was the reason he
was supporting the proposal for a line
to Mount Leonora, seeing that it was just
as well to have two,stri ngs to one's bow.
The proposed survey would simply raise
false hopes. There would be a shortage
in the revenue next year, and, so far as
he could see, the financial condition of
the colony would not improve for a year
or two more. It would be unwise to en-
deavour to pay off the indebtedness next
year, and the proper policy was to pro-
vide out of loan funds for the deficit of
£200,000. The works which had caused
the deficit were properly chargeable to
loan; and, instead of undertaking un-
necessary works, there ought to be a
transfer from the revenue account to the
loan account. Hunbury harbour and
other works, from which our children's
children were going to benefit, ought not
to be paid for out of revenue, but to be
chargeable to loan. Hon. members would
be acting properly by not taking the
faintest notice of the claims which had
been put forth by Kalgoorlie, claims put
forth in no reasonable or rational
manner. As a member for the district,
be treated these claims with the con-
tempt they deserved. The language of a
section most active on the question, in
reference to this House, and more par-
ticularly in refereiibe to the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Morgan&), who was re-
spected and esteemed by hon. members
because he had the audacity to represent
the interests of his constituents, was
worthy of the contempt of every man
in the House. When the Menzies line
was built, Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie sank
their differences, or sad they would sink
their differences, and loyally abide by the
Government's decision. If ever any rail-
way had to be built in future, he, for one,
would loyally abide by whatever decision
was come to by the officers of the. Govern-
ment. He would discountenance any agi-
tation which had for its object the
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stirring up of strife between the two
towns.

KR. G~oRus: Who did iti
MR. MORAN: It was known by whom

this unworthy strife was stirred up; and
he took the opportunity of saying, on
behalf of his constituents, that he was
entirely ashamed of the foul language
which had been used in speaking of the
member for Coolgardie, who, after all,
was a respectable gentleman who had
brought a large amount of capital into
the colony, and perhaps had not bad the
luck he deserved. At any rate, the hon.
member did not deserve obloquy, when
advancing the interests of his constitu-
ents. The claim for the construction of
this line at the present time was pre-
posterous. The country could not afford
the line, and these goldfields, which were
only four years old, had a, good railwvay
service already. It was a moot question
whether we had not gone too far in ex-
penditure in this colony, and the pressing
claims for a line from Esperance to the
goldfields were mere bombast. Whatwas
wanted was the present Government not
to tinker with the tariff. There was a
railway, 400 miles into the desert;
whereas the Queensland goldfields had
not one railway yet, and the goldfields
in New South Wales were in the same
position. He would not advocate the
wild scheme for this railway, in the pre-
sent position of this colony; and in con-
nection with its construction were many
grave considerations. Two yea ago he
said the solution of the difficulty would
be found in allowing the people or Esper-
ance and Norseman to build a narrow
gauge contour line by private enterprise,
and that was his opinion still. If these
people could find the money-and the
member for the district said capital was
ready-they ought to be allowed to build
.such a line; and a, contour line or tram
from Esperance to Norseman would serve
the goldfields well for many a long year.
The traffic of a goldfield was greatest in
its early stages, because when all the
machinery had gone up, the traffic fell
off, there being little or no back traffic:;
and a. tram would be all that was neces-
sary to carry the ore down. If machinery
wvas going up, ore was not coming
down, and if ore was going down,
machinery was not going up. Cool-

gardie and Kalgoorlie had no claims
whatever to be considered in the matter.
Norsenman must be considered on its own
merits. To prevent the construction of
a narrow- gauge line, under the circumn-
stances he had indicated, would be riding
the, hobby against private enterprise too
far. Such a tramway could not compete
with the railway system, and it was n t
desired that it should, because we could
not afford £100,000 for an ordinary
line of railway at the present; but, if a
company was prepared to put the money
down, and deposit a guarantee ofYlO,000
in a bank, that company ought to he aI-
lowed o build an ore tramway, and he for
one could see no shadow of argument
against such an undertaking. There, was
no ground for fear, from the political as-
pect. of the case; because such a tramway
could never compete with the present
railways% which really formed the high
way to Europe. An ore, tramway would
give all that. was required, and inspire
the Esperar'te people wvith hope. A leve
saud-bed was about. the best in the world
on which to build a railway line, which,
to give a service of 12 miles an hour,
could be constructed cheaply and reason-
ably. He was a great believer in private
enterprise, under proper restrictions,
because he believed it had civilised the
world. The Government. always had it
in their power to buy any private rail-
way company out, if the Govern-
ment desired to construct an ordin-
ary railway line. There was no ar-
gumeut against the construction of a
tramway, but every argument in favor of
such a work. The proposal of the Gov-
ernment ought not to be entertained, be-
catuse we had no water supply, and this
would be running a railway into a. desert
with no hope of adequate traffic.

At 6.30 p.m. the CAIRMAN left the
chair.

At 7.30 the CAIRMAN resumed the
chair.

Tim COMMISSIONER OF RAIL,
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): Most of the
members who had listened to the differ-
ent arguments for and against this
proposed survey, had already made
up their minds as to bow they
would vote; therefore it would not
be necessary for him to detain
the Committee long. Most of the argu-
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ments adduced pointed to the fact that,
on the score of economy, it was necessary
to obtain information on the question 01
this railway, so as to enable the Govern-
ment eventually to prepare a. correct esti-
mate of the work. It was especially
necessary, in a work of this character,
that a survey should be made, and for
that reason the Government decided to
place in this schedule a sufficient. sum for
the purpose. Of course some reliable in-
formation had been obtained for the pur-
poses of this line between Coolgardie and
Norseman; but, as the character of the
country was somewhat different from that
over which the goldfields lines in general
ran, being somewhat hilly in parts, hon.
members would doubtless perceive there
was a great necessity for a survey, to
enable the department to prepare a cor-
rect estimata, Money so spent would
be well spent. There was at present.
staff of surveyors who had been recently
engaged upon surveys throughout the
colony, who were ready to undertake this
work; and, having such an experienced
staff, it would be much more economical
to do the work now, than to dispense
with the staff and be compelled eventual-
ly to appoint surveyors to carry out. the
work who might not have the same ex-
perience. He was glad to see this point
had been noted by the member for
the Murray (Mr. George). Some
hon. members touched on the ques-
tion of the route the railway would take,
and doubts had been expressed as to the
distance the line would run from Redhill.
From observations which had been taken,
he believed the distance from that place
would be about 15 miles, but it was a
matter for future decision. All along the
line, even to within 20 miles of Norse-
man, the country was of an auriferous
character; and this fact alone should be
suifficiently encouraging to induce the
Committee to undertake the work. Sev-
eral places along the route were coming
into prominence. Some 20 miles from
Norseman there was the Peninsula, which
was likely to be a rising place in the fu-
ture; and there were other places which
had been known to be auriferous, and
which, with the advantages of an im-
proved water supply, would be thoroughly
prospected in the future.

Mt_ VOSI'ER: All such places lay be-
tween Esperance and Norsemen.

THE COMMflISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: They lay between Coolgardie
and Norseman, and consequently they
would all be served by the line. Experience
showed that the prospects of a good water
supply was more favorable, along this
route than on any othet iim hitherto et- u
structed on the goldfields. A quantity
of water amounting to 10,000,000 gaiirdL,
had already been impounded in three re-
servoirs, and would be used for the future
railway. The caption area which served
these tanks was very satisfactory, and the
tanks filled with great rapidity. Apart
from the existing water supply, there
were suitable areas all *along the route
where water could be conserved much
more easily than in any part of the gold-
-fields beyond Boorabbin. The nature of
the country lent itself to the conservation
of water, and enough could be secured at
a very small expense for all railway re-
quirements. Tie country, too, being
south of the principal parts of the gold-
fields, was favorably situated as regarded
the rainfall ; therefore water would be
more easy to obtain than in the dryer re-
gions towards Kalgoorlie and Menzies.
All these cczsiderations showed that
there need be no anxiety as to water sup-
ply in respect to this future railway, as
even the normal rainfall would give a
sufficient supply, as had been proved by
the tanks already constructed, which held
well and were full at the present time.
There should be therefore no two
opinions with regard to this question.
Even admitting that the survey would be
made only for obtaining an estimate of
the cost of the railway, still it was unde-
niable that the only practicable means
of providing Norseman with railway corn-
inunication, was by adopting the course
now proposed by the Government, by
connectiz it with Coolgardie,.thue bring-
ing the Norseman people in direct com-
munication with all the railway systems
of the country. He and other speakers
had clearly pointed out on a previous oc-
caaion, that to construct a railway from
Esperance to Norsenman would involve a
separate railway system, with the nlees-
sary locomotive and other workshops,
and an entirely new set of rolling stock,
to work that line; whereas, by continu-
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ing the line from Coolgardie as now pro-
posed, we could make use of the rolling
stock already provided for the railway
system general!;-. With regard to the
cost of the line, that would be better
known onl completion of the survey. The
experience gained in the past, in placing
estimates of railways before the House,
showed that the information to be
acquired by a proper survey was abso-
lutely necessary, and that the money now
asked for would be well spent if applied
to3 such a purpose. Whether the Line
would be built in the near future depended
entirely upon the condition of the colony
and the will of Parliament. There was
no doubt we must do something early to
connect the town of Norseman with the
railway system of the colony, and it could
not be done in a better way than that pro-
posed by the Government. He thought
members, even if not inclined to commit
themselves to the railway itself, would
assist the Government by agreeing to this
vote.

A. CONOLLY: The member for
East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) was the
only one who, had brought forward a pro-
position, in this debate, for the construc-
tion of a line from Esperance to Norse-
man by private enterprise; and it was
only fair that he (Mr. Conolly), as mem-
ber for the district, should say a few
words in support of that proposal. Con-
sidering the present financoial position of
the colony, and taking into consideration
the fact that the Government had been
compelled to withdraw their proposition
as made in the Go~ernor's Speech, to
construct a line immediately from Cool-
gardie to Norseman, it would be the
means of meeting the difficulty at a far
earlier date, and far more satisfactorily
and economically to the whole country, if
the Government would now relax in some
degree their attitude rd1ative to the
policy of building the railway by private
enterprise. He hoped that before the
session closed he (Mr. Conolly) would
have an opportunity of bringing forward
a. measure having this object in view,
and that when it came forward it would
receive the favourable consideration of
the Premier and the Government. Re-
garding the few words uttered by the
Premier, he would like to say that surely
the Norseman people themselves were the

best judges as to which line would be
the most advantageous to them. The
Premier had repeatedly said the line
from Coolgardie to Norseman would
serve the Norseman people better than
one from Esperance to Norsemnan; but
he (Mr. Conolly) could scarcely conceive
there could be any real doubt as to
which of the two lines the Norsemnan peo-
ple would prefer, and which would be of
most benefit to them.

TuR PREMIER had said he had a strong
opinion about it.

MR. CONOLLY: It was not a fair
thing, either to the people of Norseman
or to the Rouse, for the Premier to con-
fuse the views of those people with his
own opinion.

THE PREMIE: As to their opinion, he
had never said a word.

MR. CONOLLY: What the Premier
said was that the line from Coolgardie to
Norseman would serve them best.

THE PREMIER: Yes; in his opinion.
MR. CONOLLY: Surely the people of

Norsemnan should be allowed to know
what would serve them best. It was
they who bad to develop the field and
live there, and who would be benefited
or otherwise by a line.

MR. VOSPER: Which did they prefer 7
MR. CONOLLY: Unaoubtedly they

preferred a, line from Esperance to
Norseman; and if the Premier were
there himself and engaged in the deve-
lopment, of that field, he would share
their opinion.

THE PREMIER: There was a very
different opinion when he was at Norse-
man.

MR. CONOLLY: There was not. A
large majority of the people of Norseman
would undoubtedly prefer the line from
Esperance; and surely any member look-
ing at the situation must fully recognise
the greater advantages of being con-
nected with the seaport of Esperance
than with another goldfield.

.Thx PREMIER: All the capitalists and
mine owners wanted it the way proposed.

MR. CONOLLY: The right hon. gen-
tleman was absolutely mistaken. There
might be a few people who had always
advocated the line from Coolgardie, but
they did so principally because they
thought they might be able to get that
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sooner than a line from Esperance, and
not because they preferred it.

Mn. VeSPER: That was the reason.
MR. CONOLLY: The Premier must

know that people held this opinion.
THE Pnmx: The line proposed

would, in his opinion, be more to the in-
terest of the people at Norsemnan.

MR. CONOLLY: With all due defer-
ence, the opinion of the Premier wvas not
of equal weight to that of the people
who lived there, and who must know
better than the right hon. gentleman
what they required.

THx Panux: The opinion he had
expressed could not be altered.

Mn. CONOLLY: The opinion of the
Premier had always been against con-
necting Norseman with its natural port.
With reference to the cost, the Commis-
sioner of Railways had endeavoured to
provei that the line from Coolgardie
would not cost more than one from Espe-
rance ; but it did not require an expert
to realise the economy there must be in
constructing a line from Esperance, as
compared with the cost of constructing
one from Coolgardie.

Tn Conuisszonna OF RAILWAYS:

Nothing was said by him about the com-
parative cost of the line. He only said
this survey would supply information.

Ma. CONOLLY: It was only fair
to the country, the people, and the
finances of the colony that the Govern-
ment should make themselves acquainted
with the particulars surrounding such a
question as this. The member for Cool-
gardie was eloquent in speaking of the
desert between Esperance and Norse-
man. It might be a surprise to him to
know that this year, in that district,
there were 300 acres put under cultiva-
tion. The minds of Ministers were abj-
solutely closed, and they would not en-
tertain anything that might be favour-
able to the people of Esperance.

Tim PnRnmnR: The land referred to
was only a patch.

Ma. CONOLLY: There were, as he
had said, 300 acres under cultivation,
which this year would produce a ton to
the acre.

MR. VoSpsa: The Duke of Orleans Bay
wai unrivalled, in that matter.

THE PREMIER said he had been there.

TER WJxwsSIONBr OF RAILWAYS: It Was
a matter of opinion.

Mit. CONOLLY: If anyone were to
stand up in the House and produce before
,li,- Government the most conclusive evi-
dence, the Government would still remain
unchanged in regard to this question. He
would like to refer to a few expressions
from the member for Toodyay (Mr. Quin-
lan). That hon. member said he knew
the class of people at Esperance, who were,
he averred, land speculators, land sharks,
and so forth. That was very interesting,
especially from the member for Toodyay
himself. He would like to know from the
hon. member how he personally had bene-
fited or otherwise from the influx of popu-
lation into this colony. He would like
to, know what amount of unearned incre-
mnent the old settlers of Western Austra-
lia had obtained from the large influx of
population. He (Mr. Conolly), as one who
came to the colony, congratulated them
on it. He had no reason to say they
should not have made it, 1;it lie wruld
like to point out to gentlemen like the
member for Toodyay that it was out of
place to refer in a deprecating manner to
those people down at Esperace who
owned any land. What the hon. member
had said was not sooken at all as a com-
pliment, or to th~e credit of the people
there, but it was levied at them as a kind
of reproach that they owned land at Es-
perance. People at Esperance were not
these land speculators, nor did they bear
tat. characteristics of the land speculator,
which were in many cases to be found here
in Perth. They had built houses, and
had brought their Wives and families to
live at Esperanca. A few minutes ago he
heard a member say there were only
150 people in Esperance; so, what could
anyone expect when hon. members spoke
of the place in such a way as thatI Only
a short time ago there were 150 children
going to the Esperance school. These
people had bought the land, the Govern-
ment having received the money, and the
people had built homes, opened up busi-
nesses, and brought their families finally
to become citizens and colonists of Wes-
tern Australia, These were the people
of whom the hon. member said in a re-
proachful manner, they were a lot of land
Speculators. He wanted to know what

Iright any hon. member had to express
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himself in such a manner about Esper-
once. It was not right, fair, nor was it
justified. The Government might plead
that the line from Coolgardie to Norsemnan
would benefit N-orseman, but the Govern-
ment Ivould never be able to construct the
lin without leaving an indelible tarnish on
their records as administrators of this
colony. The people of Esperance bad

goie there, and the Government had en-
couraged them to build their town ; the
Government had given every encourage-
ment to the people that any Govern-
ment could give. The Government bad
assisted the people of Esperance, and bad
expended Government money in the town;
and, apart from the Government money
which had been expended, there was the
encouragement which the Government had
given to other people when they saw the
Government qotruoting buildings. It
wa~s a promise not given in words, but
actions. The Government had pledged
themselves by their actions that they
would maintain this town; and now the
Government suddenly, after all this work
had been done, swept the people of Es-
perunce out of their homes& Although
the Minister for Works might smile over
this, the action the Government had
takeir towards Esperance would never con-
duce to, the credit of the Government. It
would be an action that would stand un-
paralleled in the political history of Aus-
tralia, It would close one of the best
of the harbours in Western Australia; it
would divert trade from its natural
channel, and hring it to Fremantle, while
nature had placed a natural harbour with-
in 100 miles of the goldfields.

THE PRMIER: With what object were
we doing this I

MR. CONOLLY: It would be summed
up in one word: Centralisation. That
was the object. The policy of centralisa-
tion; which he might say, in some degree,
had been followed by some Governments,
but not in the same degree as the Govern-
ment were proposing to carry it out in
regard to Esperance. Hle did not think
any Government in Australia would at-
tempt to divert traffic in the way in which
the Government were attempting- to divert
it in this case; and although the Govern-
ment might carry' this work out, it would
never do them credit, now, or in the
future. Although the proposition which

the Government had brought forward had
placed him (Mr. Conolly) in a difficult posi-
tion, he was going to vote for the survey.
He could not refuse to do so. The Gov-
ernment had done an unnecessary and
cruel injury to Esperance and the district
by bringing in such a proposition as this
without carrying it out. If the Govern-
ment had seen fit to bring the proposition
forward, the Government should have

carried it out at once. Au injury had been
done to the town and district of Norseman.
The Government bad raised indignation
against them throughout the length and
breadth of the goldfields; and now the
Government said all we could do was to
make a survey of this line. If the Gov-
ernment wVere going to construct this line
they should have brought forward a pro-
position at once; if they could not con-
struct it, they should never have raised
the indignation and outcry throughout
the goldfields. It had been most cruel
to the people of Esperance. Although the
Premier spoke in sympathetic tones some-
times of the people of Esperance, at other
times he spoke in a most deprecatory
tone of them. Esperance people wvere
colonists of Western Australia; they be-
longed to Western Australia, and con-
tributed to the revenue, and assisted, in
proportion to the population, in carrying
the indebtedness of Western Australia.
The Government of this colony had no
right to ignore and literally ruin a por-
tion of the population. The present posi-
tion had been brought about by the Gov-
ernment's own action. If the Govern-
ment had not intended to make the town
of Eaperance, if they had intended that
people should not live and prosper there,
they should never have taken the money
from the people for the purchase of the
land ; they should never have surveyed a
town there, nor expended public money
there. The people of Esperance thanked
the Premier for the wvorks that had been
carried out ; but what had been the re-
sult I It had been a taunt to the people
of Esperance. It had lured the people
to build homes and consider the town a
benefit to them ; and, now that the Gov-
ernment had done all this, they delibera-
tely swept the town off the face of the
earth.

THE PaEMIE: This House had heard a
good deal about Esperance, lately.
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MA. CONOLLY: And it would hear
more in the future. "Esperance" would
never be a welcome word to~ the Premier.
He understood th at the Premier had no
reason to like Esperauce, as associated
with it were many matters which would
not reflect credit on the head of the Gov-
ernment.

AIR. EWING: Although supporting this
item, he did not bind himself to support
the railway when it earne up for construc-
tion. He had not made up his mind in
regard to the construction of the railway,
but it was highly desirable that the sur-
vey should be made, so that, when we
came to consider the matter, we should
have the facts fully and properly before
us.

Mn. LEAKE: One would have ex-
pected, during the course of the debate,
to have heard some utterance from the
Government benches, which would have
amounted to an assurance that this con-
templated little work was absolutely
necessary. We had not heard from either
of the Ministers who had spoken that it
was intended to construct this proposed
railway, or how much it would cost. He
might just as well repeat what. he had
said on the other items, that this was a
paltry subterfuge, a miserable excuse,
which the Government had to makre with
regard to their announced railway policy
in the Governor's Speech. Works amount-
ig to something like half a, million of

money had been abandoned; and yet the
Government now told hon. members. they
wanted the paltry sum of £9,000 for the
survey of two railway lines, which the
Government had not the face to tell us
they meant to force on Parliament in the
near future. The, Government knew per-
fectly, well that, so far as the Coolgardie-
Norseman railway was concerned7
there were many points of difference
amongst hon. members; and whilst som e-
thing might be said in favour of the
Menzies to Leonora railway as one of the
goldfields trunk lines, still no argument
had been brought forward to show that
this line was -either necessary, or required,'
or that it was seriously advocated. It
could not be constructed or commenced
within the next three or four years ; and
yet we were asked to reappropriste money
out of a, Loan Act for what the Govern-
ment told us, and the Government thought

members of the House foolish enough to
believe, were work! of urgent necessity.
There iWas no principle whatever, political
or otherwise, which could justify the Gov-
ernment in asking for a reappropriation
of loan moneys, unless the works to which
the money was intended to be applied
were works of urgency or importance.
Taking the Norseman railway, there was
no doubt it was a vexed question, for it
had not yet been decided by a distinct
vote of the House whether the railway
should start from Esperance or Coolgar-
die. That had not been fairly debated.
The only reference to the railway line from
Esperance to Coolgardie had been
promptly smothered by the Ministry; and
neither the member for the district nor
any other member had had a fair oppor-
tunity of discussing the, question as a
great political concern. He sympathised
with the member for Dundas in the dif-
ficult position in which he found himself.
The member for Pilbarra, made an excel-
lent point when debating this question,
for he pointed out that the route of the
railway from Coolgardie, to Norseman was
not settled, nor was it likely to be settled
for some time. And he (Mr. Leake) was
with the member for Pilbarra. when he
suggested that a survey of a railway direct
from Coolgardie to Norseman would pro-
bably be along a particular route, which
in the coure of a few months might turn
out to be an absolutely useless one.
It was one which might have to be de-
parted from altogether, and consequently
the expenditure now contemplated would
be absolutely useless, if not in the
course of the next two or three months,
at any rate, in the next two or three years,
before the line could be constructed. The
Committee had been told by the Govern-
ment that one Of Lhe great advantages of
a. railway from Coolgardie to Norsemnan
was that the water which had been stored
in the tanks at Widgremooltha, and one or
two other places, could be utilized. That
ergument, childish as it might appear,
wvas quite on a par with and characteris-
tic of the arguments generally advanced
by members of the Ministry, when advo-
astir- any particularly pet scheme; and
it was an argument which could be com-
mended for what it is worth to the con-
sideration of hon. members.
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Tnm PREMIER: Considering that the
argument was never used.

MR. LEARE: Oh, constantly used.
THE PREMIER: No.
Mn. LEAKE: When Ministers were

in a difficulty, they never knew what they
said or what they thought. What they
thought they did not say, and what rhey
said they did not mean, and it was always
difficult to fathom the minds of hon.
gentlemen on the Government benches.
The only ability these gentlemen display-
ed was in dodging difficulties and getting
themselves out of holes, in which they un-
fortunately found themselves placed by
their own errors.

MR. A. FORREST: When a man was
in a hole, it was clever to get out of it.

MR. LEAXE: The member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) had advanced a
particularly sound argument, when he
said that in no circumstances would this
railway be justified until after the com-
pletion of the Coolgardie wrater scheme.
That was an argument with which he
(Mr. Leake) agreed entirely. One of
the greatest difficulties which had to be
contended with during last summer was
the want of water for engines along the
eastern railways.

MR. MORAIN: It might be the same
next summer.

MR. LEAKE: Last summer water had
to be hauled from Northam nearly the
whole way along the line; and inasmuch
as the tanks at Widgemooltha and other
places would only hold a few days' supply
for the engines, it followed that, in the
event of another dry season, the depart-
ment would be forced to drag water all
the way from Northam, not only to Cool-
gardie, but to Norseman. Yet in the
face of all this, the Government proposed
not to wait until this Coolgardie water
scheme should be completed, but actually
to reappropriate money from that very
scheme, which was the essence of the
whole affair, and apply it to this unneces-
sary railway. Harmless and, apparently
inoffensive as the vote might appear, in-
volving the sum of £6,000 only, yet
when the actual railway was brought up
for consideration, hon. members would
be told they had voted for the survey,
and thereby impliedly pledged them-
selves to vote for the construction of the
line.

Ho. H. W. Vgyy: That was bound to
be.

AIR. LEAKE: It was astonishing to
find the member for Wellington pledging
himself to vote for this item, although
he was opposed to the railway.

HoN. H. W. VB@NN said he was not op-
posed to the railway, but he considered
the survey might be postponed.

MR. LEAKE: That was the astonish-
ing part. The hon. member thought
the survey might be put off, and yet he
was going to vote for it at once, telling
the Committee candidly tlat those who
voted for the survey pledged themselves
to vote for the railway afterwards.

Tim Pnwzas: If the position of the
colony did not justify it, a member need
not vote for the railway.

MR. LEAKE: That was just the sort
of argument the Premier made use of.
The Premier would point to Haoward
with the finger of scorn, or the smile of
satisfaction, and tell hon. members they
could not go back on the vote they had
given in 1898 for the survey of the line ;
pointing out that when the survey was
before them was the time to have ob-
jected to the construction of the railway.
That was a miserable attempt to trick
hon. members into a pledge, from which
possibly they would find a difficulty in
withdrawing at some future date. It
was a monstrous proposition to put be-
fore an assembly of reasonable men.
But, after all, the Committee need not
be astonished, for the Government were
in such extreme straits that they were
lost to all sense of political candour-
he was going to say decency, but per-
haps the Government would not like that
word, and he would not use it. The
Government were lost to all sense of true
politics when they were found coming
down with a miserable schedule such au
this. It was humiliating-he would not sa3
it was contemptible, because somebod3
might object to that word also, thougl
it was difficult to find a word which pro.
perly suited the position in which hon.
members, and the Government were
placed. He did not suppose anything he
could say would influence votes upon thut
question ; but he hod hoped that, whet
favoured by speeches from the Premiei
and from his right-hand man, the Coin
missioner of Railways, hon. snemben
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would hear something about the neces-
sity for these lines, something about
their prohable cost, about the routes, and
about the time in which it was proposed
to construct the works. That wretched
paragraph in the lengthy speech of His
Excellency, the Government had been
compelled to throw to the winds-that
paragraph which was, tho one flourish in
June last, when the Government said
their public works pqliey was going to
be two goldfields railways, for which
money was ~o be reappropriated. The
Bonny Vale line could scarcely be treated
seriously, and he was sure the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) did not ex-
pect him to make any reference to it.
But two railways were flourished in the
faces of hon. members, and yet, within
a few weeks, these railways were abso-
lutely abandoned. The Government dare
not go on with them, and it could only
be supposed they were nothing less) than
frightened. In place of railway proposals,
the Committee were now asked to vote
£44,000 for the survey of one line, and
£5,000 for the survey of another. The
Government had made promises during
the course of this session of other works
and other improvements, amongst which
might be mentioned, casually, im-
provements to. the Legislative Assembly
Chamber and the surrounding premises,
at a cost of something like £10,000. i~t
would. have been far better to, spend
£10,000 on the improvement of the Gov-
ernment offices around the Chamber, and
in the improvement of the Chamber
itself, than to practically waste money on
the- two pronaod railway surveys. if
half what the Premier said was true
about there being auriferorn country the
whole of the way between Coolgardie and
Norseman, mining centres would no
doubt spring up,- but what "-as a mining
centre one day was not a, mining centre
the next. Populattion shifted from quarter
to> quarter, and a survey made to-day
might not be worth anything, to-morrow.
It was foolish to, ask the Committee to
pledgve themselves to the expenditure of
this money, when they did not know how
or when the railways were to be built.

Amendment-that the item be struck
out--put, and a division taken, with the
following result:-

Ayes
NOIZs

Majority aga

Ayes.
Mr. Highamo
Mr. Holmes

Mir. Hooley
Mr. Hbfngworth
Mr. Kingsmili
31r. Leaks
Mir. Miitchell
Mir. Moran
31r. Oats
Mr. Quinlan
Sir J. 0. Lee Steers
Mr. Vowe~r
31r. 'Wallace
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Kenny

(Teller)
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Noem.
Han. S. Burt
Mr. Ewing
Sir John Forrest
Mir. A. Forrest
Mr. George
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hall
Mr. Rubble
Mir. La! ray
Mr. Locke

Mr. Mlorgan.
Mir. Pennefather
Mr. Pime
Afr. Throssell
RoD. H. W. Venn
Mr. Conolly

(Teller)

Amendment thus inegatived, and the
item passed.

Workshops (railway) at Midland June-
tion, £30,000:

Ma. HIGHAM moved that the item be
struck out. He did so, not in the hope of
preventing the removal of the railway
workshops from Fremantle, for he realised
that the site was not suitable, being too
small and also too valuable to be occupied
by these buildings : but when the Govern-
ment proposed to spend £30,000 on work-
shops at Midland Junction to take the
place of those at Fremantle, and when he
knew; there were a thousand other objects
to which the sum might be devoted with
g-reater advantaire, it was time to protest
against such a temporary expedient. In
view of the present state of affairs in the
workshops at Fremantle, it was not wise
to remove them at once. The workmen,
far from impeding each other, as they
did a few months ago, had been compel-
led to mutually aszree to work five days a
week. There was no congestion in the
shops at present; there was no great
quantity of rolling stock to be put to-
gether; and the w~rk in hand was mostly
in the nature of re,)airs. This work of
removal mnight therefore stand over for
some time;- and, when it was undertaken,
a sufficient sum should be put on the Esti-
mates, and not a naltry amount such as
this. Last week, in reply to a question
of the member for South Fremanntle (Mtr.
Solomon), it was stated that £28,000 had
already been expended on the quagmire at

Reasppropriation Pill:
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Midland Junction; and what did we see
for it? Comparatively nothing. £5,000
bad been spent on the preparation of the
sites, and the preparation consisted merely
of levelling the soil. An expenditure of
nearly £,60,000 must be incurred before
the heavy machinery required for the
workshops could be erected. The nature
of the pround was not suitable for heavy
machinery, and proper foundations would
be very costly.

7sm Coxuismosni or Rtimw~ns:
That was absurd.

M.R. HIGHAM: It had been fairly well
proved, and would be found so in the end.
The result of the expenditure of this sum
of £30,000 would merely he to isolate a
small section of the works from those at
present in Fremantle. It would not pro-
vide a workshop for even one department,
and would lead to disorganisation, to in-
effective work, and to considerable ex-
pense for supervision. The results would
not be satisfactory. If the Government
desired to remove these workshops, as
they did-

HON. H. W. YENNi: The House hal1
decided upon it.

MR. Guonus: Not this Parliament.
Ma. HIGETAM: It was during the

session of 1896. If the Government de-
sired to make this change, they should go
about it in a, serious way, and expend a
sum which would lead to the more econo-
mical working of these workshops. The
recent proposal would thoroughly dis-
organise the body of men now employed,
and would lead to a greatly increased ex-
pense. A considerable expenditure must
even now be incurred in Fremantle in
building new running sheds, and it would
be utterly absurd to proceed with the
alterations in the slipshod manner now
proposed.

TnxE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): The hen.
member could hardly be serious in his
amendment, though there might be a
good deal of sense in some of his remarks.
His contention appeared to be that,
though it was necessary to remove the
workshops from Fremantle, we ought not
to do it just now, but to wait till we
could devote sufficient money to under-
take the work at one time, instead of
disorganising the department by having

some of the workshops at Midland Juno-
tion and the others, at Fremantle. The
reason why the vote was asked for was
that it was necessary to provide £l0,iuO
to recoup the vote from which this
amount had been obtained, for the
amount already expended, thus leaving
an amount of about £20,000 to be ex-
pended this year. With that £20,000 it
was proposed to erect a, portion of the
wood-working branch of the locomotive
works, and during next year it was hoped
that another portion of these works
would be proceeded with. He had con-
sulted with the Locomotive Engineer on
this matter, and found that the wood-
working branch could be economically
conducted at Midland Junction; and as
the fittings and foundations in connec-
tion with that branch would nort be so
heavy as thoseo required for the
machinery, erection, and other repairing
shops, this small work could be com-
menced out of the money it was proposed
to ask the Committee to vote. The Gov-
ernment had given great conaideration to
the question of the workshops generally,
and no one regretted more than he and
other members of the Cabinet that these
works had not been pushed on more
quickly. Everyone knew that all possible
information should be gained with regard
to the workshops to he erected; and,
although many designs had been prepared
from time to time, still when the Engi-
neer-in-Chief went to, England it was de-
cided thst, before commencing the work,
he should be asked to obtain expert
opinion with regard to the design. More
delay had thus been caused ; otherwise a6
portion of the work would have been put
in hand much sooner. The wood-working
part of the establishment would be first
taken in hand, Anyone who would take
the trouble to visit Fremantle now would
find the branch in a. congested state, ziot
Conducive either to good -workmanship
or to economy.

Mn. HmtELAn: That congestion no
longer existed.

THE COMMISSIOYER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It still existed. Only a few
days ago the head of the locomotive
branch stated that if the Government
could not find the money to, erect these
wood-working shops at Midland Junction,
about £4,000 or X,5,000 must be found
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for further improvements in the Fre-
mantle establishment, which was being
carried on under great difficulties. On
a prior Occasion, wvhen this question was
before the Hlouse, it had been pointed out
that to continue these works at Fre-
mantle only meant loss to the country;
and during the past two. years from
£6,000 to £1,000 had been expended in
the erection of buildings at Fremantle,
which sum might have been saved if Ia-
newv works could have been proceeded
with. Not only had the work to be done
in workshops entirely unsuited for the
purpose, but it was done at great loss
and with great inconvenience. Some
steps must at Once be taken to put thii
work in hand, and he hoped the hon
member would not press his amendment,
for he must agree to the necessity Cot
immediate action in connection with the
removal of the workshops from Fre-
mantle. In the interests of Fremantle,
the hon. member should not lose sight
of the fact that this removal would be
gradual; and, though the wood-working
shops could be erected at once, consider-
able time must elapse before the other
works could be removed. It wa~s pro-
posed to prepare the foundations, and
have everything in readiness to permit
of the removal of the machinery from
Fremantle with as little stoppage of work
as possible. Every possible effort would
be made to prevent delay. Of all the
items upon this schedule, this one should
be allowed to remain intact, and he ap-
pealed to hon. members to assist him in
maintaininL it in the Bill.

?.R. GEORGE: The mover of the
amendment would not, he hoped, take
the advice of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. In the debate in connection with
thaeie workshops a few years ago, one
a rgment was that, in consequence of
having the workshops at Fremantle, the
machinery was gradually being masted
and rendered of no use through the sea
air; but although some four years had
elapsed, no complaint& were heard now
of the machinery being unable to carry
on the work owing to the effect of the
sea air. We were also told that the
workshops at Fremantle were not able
to cope with the work of the colony, and
that the increased rolling-stock could not be
desic with there; that unless these work-

shops were built at once, there would be
a terrible breakdown; and that there was
no possibility of making profits, whilst
there would be a Jprobability of making
a great loss. Another thing said was
that Ohe men were working in water.
We were not told that they had to learn
swimming or to have diving, dresses, but
we were led to understand their health
was suffering greatly from the effects of
damp in the workshops. Seeing that we

Ishould perhaps be treated on the present
occasion to a similar sort of twaddling
arguments in support of this proposal
brought up on behalf of certain interests,
which perhaps it would not be well to
examine into too closely, he wanted to
point out that there was no absolute
necessity at the present time, for
X30,000 to be wasted at Midland Junc-
tion for the purpose of removing these
workshops. £10,000 had been wasted.

THE CornnssIOXn OF RAILWAYS:
Wasted-that was it.

Ma. GEORGE: Well perhaps there
had not been £10,000 wasted. Suppose
we said £8,000.

Tits COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Nothing at all. A lot of material had
been put there.

MR. GEORGE: A large staff was kept
there, and what were they doing? Plan-
nin . vasthetic colours to paint a jarrab
house. There was a tremendous staff in
that building close to the electric light
works, the whole result of their labours
being one galvanised sfied, open at one
side, except perhaps they might have
got a cross-section of every stone and
every little b~t of clay above the surface.
What did they do until the chief of that
staff ivas transferred to the harbour
works, because the chief of the depart-
ment could not have the cheek to keep,
him there at the Midland works any
longer doing nothing? The Commisioner
wished to show it was absolutely
necessary for the welfare of the
Railway Department that the work-
shops should be shifted. The Minis-
ter wished us to understand, by in-
ference, triat the present shops were
unable to cope with the work. As a
matter of fact we had far more rolling-
stock now than four years ago. We had
some lying there not put together, for
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tbe simple reason that we ha Dot the
work to give it.

THE COXIn SJoNsa or RAIWwA'S:
That was not true.

MR. GEORGE: The hon. gentleman
said they had so much to do they had to
reduce the time of the men to five days
a week. Either he must be talking
without book, or else there was some
other reason why the time bad been re-
duced. If the Government had so much
work in that department, why were those
men robbed of a day's work, and why
had their families to live on five days'
wage instead of six?

THE COMSzSIsOmN OF RAILWAYS: That
was a regular clincher!1

Ma. GEORGE: Yes, and the hon.
gentleman would have to get a new set of
teeth to bite through it. The bon.
gentleman could not tell him they could
not cope with the work.

THE COMInSSIONsa OF R.AILWAT5: The
Government did not say they could not
cope with the work.

MR. GEORGE: £10,000 had been
Spent at the Midland Junction, and
members would like to know whet had
been done with that before tbey voted
another £-20,000. Ten thousand pounds
had been spent to mnake one shed, and
probably a, few plans. A number of
gentlemen had had to put in time without
working, and that was the worst thing any
man could do. This year it was provosed
to erect a portion of the wood-working
machinery, but the hon. gentleman had
not told us what it was for. There could
be no necessity to build trucks when there
were so many lying idle as at the present
time. A few years ago evidence was pr&>-
riuced showing that it was proposed to
order the most modern machinery, both
in regard to working wood and iron. It
was also siugested, and he (Mr. George)
believed fairly well proved, that one of
the Commissioners who, sat on that
matter was actually an agrent for the very
peop~le from whom it was proposed to
order this machinery, which was said to
be necessary to do the work cheaply and
quickly. Had that machinery been
orderedl WAS it here now? He believed
that a little of it was in the colony, if it
had not rusted to pieces. He did not
think the balance had been. ordered. The
Commiissioner of Railways told them the

Locomotive Superintendent (Mr. Camp-
bell) felt it would make no differencE
whatever in the working of his de
partment, to have one port-ion dow-t
at Fremantle, and the other a few mile.
away; but he (Mr. George) thought
the statement was a mistake, because it
his opinion Mr. Campbell was too good
man, and understood his business tot
well, to commit himself to snob an aster
tion as that. The hon. gentleman musl
know that it would make a considerabli
difference. As to the Midland Junctiwr
being the most central spot, it "ai
nothing of the kind. If we wanted tL'
most central Spot we could not do li .c~u
than come, to Perth, and then God hell
the people of Perth if those inferna.
muchines were brought here. In Wesi
Perth the engines were driving nearl3
everyone mad. He would like members t(
consider this matter. We had been fight
ing over the question whether £4,000 oj
£5,000 should be. spent upon the tunve:
of railways that would be made-althougi
some people said they would not-whici
survey might save perhaps £10,000 oi
£20,000, or even £50,000 on a contract
but here was a question of £20,000 rela
tive to these workshops. No doubt if tho
Locomotive Superintendent were called t,
the 'bar of the House and asked whetht'
ho had men and means at Fremantle 1i
do the work wanted in Western Australia
he would say he had. The thinw was a]
absurdity. As far as Fremantle was con
cerned in wishing to keep everytbiN
down there, it did not mattter to h imi; fn
though he had property there, he also hai
property in Perth and near Midland Junc
tion,, hut that did not influence him. Thi
people of Midland Junction had been un
fairly treated, for they h ad been led to be
lieve that the works were to be erected a
Midland Junction right away.

HON. H. W. VENN: That was nave
stated.

MR. GEORGE:- The people were led to
believe that. We, were told some timi
ago it was so absolutely necessary to hay
the workshops at Midland Junction a
once, that it was a, matter of urgency.

HoN. H. W. YwNx: It would take
few years to remove the shops.

Ma. GEORGE: While we had beei
waiting during these few years to hayi
the workshops removed, the money the

[ASSEMBLY.] in Committee.
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the works were to be removed with bad
been removed also. He believed he bad
a. greater faith in this country than even
the Premier had. The country was good
enough, if we did not spoil it, Since he
had been in the colony, about 8 yeare, he
had done as much as had the hon. mem-
ber who interrupted him. He had pro-
vided more employment than the hon.
member did, or would do in 50 years.
Although it was stated, two or three years
ego, that the removal of these workshops
was a matter of urgency, the Government
had been dilly-dallying with the works
during this time; the money had now
been wasted, and we were asked to take
other money out of leans which, had been
appropriated. This was not justifiable.
That the workshops were not needed was
shown by the fact that men were put on
to work at short time. The machinery
at the works was good enough for all that
was needed. It turned out as good work
as could be turned out in the colony. If
there was any special urgency for the re-
moval of these workshops because of the
large amount of work to be don;, then
put the men on for six days a week in-
stead of five. He hoped- hon. members
would support the amendment.

THx COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. F. H. Piesse): As to the workshops
at Fremantle being so full of work that
it was necessary to make this removal to
the Midland Junction, what he had in-
tended to convey was that the place at
Fremantle was overcrowded, and it was
altogether unsuitable for the work carried
on now. There was a necessity for the
removal of these workshops to Midland
Junction, and that necessity was admitted
some time, ago. The House, agreed and
admitted the necessity then, and there
must be a greater necessity now. Hon.
members must also admit that at the pre-
sent time there was an opportunity for
removing the workshops which previously
could not have been taken advantage of.
During the past two years the necessity
for constructing the rolling-stock that
came here was so great that we could not
then remove the workshops to Midland
Junction;- and, although some delay was
no doubt attributed to the designs, the
principal cause of the dela-y was that we
were not able to move away as quickly
as we ought to have removed. The late

Commissioner (Hon. HE. W. Yenn) would
bear out what he now said. It was under-
stood, when this matter was decided some
two years ago, that it would take time t o
remove the workshops from Fremantle to
Midland Junction. We could only make
thia removal gradually, and that was what
was proposed to be done now. As to the
reckless expenditure and waste and ex-
travagance attributed to the Government,
no one knew better than the member for
the Murray that many of the assertions
as to the number of men working, and
other statements, could not be borne out
by feet. The Government were acting
with the one desire to economise as far
as possible, and the only way to do that
was to remove the workshops from Fre-
mantle to Midland Junction.

Mn. RASON: The question of the re-
moval to Midland Junction had been set-
tled years ago; and the members for Fre-
mnantle, he understood, had recognised
the necessity of the removal and hiad be-
come reconciled to that tact. But with it
persistency worthy of a better cause, they
treemed now prepared to fight to the last
for everything that was not for Fremantle.
It might be public zeal, and he was pre-
pared to admit that it was; but in this
instance it was mistaken zeal. The mem-
ber for the 'Murray (Mr. George) had
made use of an argument which was un-
worthy of his ability, and he ought to
have known better, in saying there could
be no such thing as splitting up workshops
and separating the Idifferent branches.
The hon. member did know better than
that; for having had experience of Eng.
lish railways, the hon. member must kno%
that the workshops in England were spl it
up in all. directions, and yet the railways
were managed well and economically, or,
commercial concerns, and that while g~n-
ing satisfaction to the public, they pai3
dividends. The hon. member could LA
give one instance of an English railway
company having its workshops at a. port1
whereas many instances could be gienn
of railway companies owning docks and
warehouses; also dredges and everything
in connection with docks, and yet their
workshops were not at the port.

Ma. Gzoaous: Those railways did not
get their material at the ports. They
got it in the "black" country.
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MR. RASON: English. railway com-
panies had their workshops in the most
convenient places, where the work could
be moat economically carried on. The
most convenient place for the Govern-
ni-nt shops in this colony was deionstrat-
ed to be at the Midland Junction, and
that had been settled long ago.

MR. GEORGE: No.
Nx. RASON: If it had not been set-

tled to the mind of the hon. member,
then the hon. member was more difficult
to satisfy than other members.

MRt. GEoRGE said he did not represent
Guildforid.

MR. RASON: Neither did he (Mr.
Rason). It had been demonstrated that
there would be an immense saving to the
Government, if the railway workshops
were located at Midland Junction. The
hon. member had spoken of the injustice
to acme of the Governmecnt workmen at
Fremantle.

lMh. GEoRoE: It affected all the men
throughout the workshops there.

MR. RASON:Was there any hardship
on these men, when it had been under-
stood for years that the shops were to be
removed to Midland Junction? On the
other hand, the hon member admitted
that a great injustice had been done to
the inhabitants of Midland Junction, be-
cause the work-hops had not been more
speedily gone on with; and yet the hon.
member wished to perpetuate a hardship
which he acknowledged. Any member
who knew anything about railway work-
ing must know that the port of Fremnan-
tle was no nece for the workshops of Gov-
ernment railways. The railway system
was extending yeair by year, and the Gov-
ernment necessarily had an immense roll-
ing stock. It was not fair for members
to tal& about the ridiculous amount of
rolling stock kept by the Government.
The Government wvere bound to have a
large stock on hand, as it was not known
when an emergency might arise, and
when all the surplus stock the Govern-
ment band in hand would be required.
Rolling stock which was kept at the port
must depreciate by the salt. atmosphere.
The hon. member knew that full well, and
he (Mr. Rason) was surprised that the
hon. member should attempt to ridicule
such a well known fact. It was surpris-
ing the hdn. member was not prepared to

deny the statement now, seeing he had
1,rc'dously ridiculed the idea. It had
been proved, and admitted even by mem-
bers for Fremiantle, that it was necessary
the wvorkshops should be removed to Mid-
land Junction. The people of Freman-
tie had recognised this fact, and the peo-
ple of the rest of the colony had looked
forward to, the removal. It was recog-
nized that the removal of the workshops
to Midland Junction would be a. means
of saving to the colony, and the people
consequently looked to the Government
to carry out a reform whichL was un-
doubtedly in the interests of the whole
Community.

MR. DOHIERTY: As one of the mom-
ber for Fremantle, he could not agree
with his colleagues on this vote. It had
been decided, on national grounds, that the
wvorkshops ought to be removed from Fre-
mantle to the Midland Junction; and it
was the duty of Parliament to establish
works that would give large employment,
and provide such workshops as would in
the future enable us to construct our own
engines, carriages, and trucks. During
the last two years, a million of money had
been sent out of the colony for rolling
stock; and the object of establishing
workshops at Midland Junction was o
have that money spent here amongst our
own working people. It was not the satol
amount proposed to be expended now
that should be regarded ;thought
ought to he given to the future and to the
necessity of providing employrment. If
there was one thing th Government had
neglected it was building up manufactur-
ing industries in this colony. Any me
travelling from Perth to Fremantle cruid
see the higglety-pigglety state of the rail-
way workshops at the latter place. It
was by no means like the railway wtrk-
shops that could be seen in the old coon-
try; say, for instance, the Midlond Pail-
way workshops at Crewe. At Fr'mnaP e

Ithere was a collection of smai shedR
which would really take seven men in-
stead of one to look after. If the work-
shops were shifted to Midland Junction,
repairs must of necessity come to be
made at Rocky Bay, and, as Rocky Bay
was in his district, he regarded that as the
most suitable place. But if the object was
to establish works in which our own engines
an~d carriages could be built, Midland
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Junction was the place. Everyone with
knowledge of the subject told him that
serious loss was involved in bringing
engines and other vehicles down from
Midland Junction to Fremantle and back
again; and surely this was a time when
economy ought to be exercised. Competi-
tion between Fremantle and the Midland
Junction ought not to be allowed to crop
up in connection with the question of the
railway shops, because, as he had sail,
hon. members were there to work for zhe
good of the country as a, whole. In his
opinion the proposal before, the Corn-
m~ittee would not necessitate me man
leaving Fremantle; at any rate, ii a man
hadl to leave, he would have to be replaced.
ThB railway system was growing day )y
day. and hie understood that twelve
mouths froth uow there would be 1,400
miles of railways in the colony. Surely
this extension of mileage would mean cl- o
necessity for more labour; and to have
satisfactory results, there must be proper
machinery and systematic work. Tntre
was no reason why a large factory could
not be established here on the same linosa
as the railway workshops at Crewe. T-here
was plenty of iron in this, country, and why
should we not smelt it here instead of
sending our money out of the country for
supplies.

Mn. GEoRGE: It would cost a million
of money to put the Crewe, works down
in the colony now.

Ma. DOERTY: Such large works
as those at Crewe were not required in
this colony;- but works on the same s3ys-
tern were required. The people (f
North Fremantle admitted the present
sheds were a disgrace, and that proper
workshops should be erected at Midland
Junction with repairing sheds at Rocky
Bay. All evidence went to show the
work would he better done at the Mid-
land Junction; and for these reasons he
would not vote for the anendnment.

Ma. GEORGE expressed his regret at
having raised the ire of no fewer than
three of the most distinguished members
of the Assembly, in the nersons of the
Commissioner of Railways, the member
for So~h Murchison (Mr. Rason), and
the member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Doherty). The last-mentioned member
talked about building our own engines
and making our own iron and steel; but

it was a pity the hon. member did not
know what he was talking about, To,
put works in this colony for the manu-
facture of steel necessary to make our
own engines would require more money
thaL twice the amount of the deficit of
Western Australia. at the present time.
Reference had been made to the work-
shorts at Crews, but Western Australia
did not require such an establishmient as
that in the English Midlands. The Vic-
torian Government built what zht y
called national workshops for the juild-
ing of engines, carriages, and rolling-
stock; and when a Commission was hp-
pointed to enquire as to where the motay
hpd gone, it was found that material to
the value of £100,000 was there rotting-4
and walsting.

MR. Dousny: Western Australia d
not follow Victoria.

Ma. GEORGE: Then why did the hon.
member instance England? The han.
member had asked him questions, and
then growled because he replied. As to
parting the workshops, what he said was
correct. The Commissioner of Railways
had said it was intended t0 move the
wood-working shop to Midland Junction,
and he (Mr. George) maintained that the
best machinery in any workshop was the
miaster'si eye. The. Commissioner and
the Premier knew that the fact of their
being present in their departments was
worth fifty times as much as any control
they could exercise. by scribbling memior-
anda. In the chief engineer at Fre-
mantle (Mir. Campbell), we had a man
who thoroughly understood his work,
h~nd be had reorganised his bran'ih in a
way that few men in the colonie4 could
have equalled. Mr. Campbell's opinion
on th-i s subject would be worth taking.

AIR. DoHERTY: The hon. member had
said that before.

MR. GEORGE: And he would say it
again. The Commissioner of Railways
said workshops were unsuitable and
overcrowded. To say they were un-
suitable was to erect too high a. standard
of suitability; and his (Air. George's)
contention was not that the From antle
workshops should not be improved, but
that at the present crisis ia the. finances
we had no right to incur an expenditure
of £20,000 at Midland Junction. His
sympathies were with the poor deluded
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people at Mfidland Junction, who had
bought land and built houses there in the
expectation that the railway workshops
would soon be erected and a big popula-
tion attracted to the place. At the .amf.
time, there was not a man in the colony
who had not in some way been deluded
either by the actions of the GoveraLdlent,
or through his own over-sanguine expec-

ttosin regard to the future of the
colony. He (Isr. George) had piirohatcdi
a site at East Perth on whimr ro ernut
his, own works, but felt it imprudent inl
the present state of trade to run the risk
of a removal. The Minist~r, ap tu, ly
natural, desired to see his department
equipped with the best shops and
machinery ; and so would he (Mr. George)
if the country could afford it. There
could not be a more conclusig,, r.-ason
for delay in this matter than the fact
that the men in the Government work-
shops at Fremantle were at present work-
ing on short time. One lion. member
had asked him whether he would deny
that machinery would spoil if exposed to
salt air. Certainly, he would not deny
that; but he required strong evidence be-
fore believing tha~t machinery at Fre-
mantle was being spoilt through exposure
and neglect. If that were so, th. peisun
in charge of those workshops should be
cleared out at once ; but he lhL - ,
much confidence iu the practizai skill end
administrative ability of Mr. C imonbeil
to believe that any miachiary ' n hib
charge was so neglected. In all well-
ordered workshops there was a weekly
cleaning-up of machinery with oiled
rags; and no competent mechanic would
aow his machinery to be tarnished or
spoilt by exposure to salt air. It was
said an engine might have to be sent
forty miles for repairs to Fremantle.
Certainly an engine which broke down
would have to be sent to the nearest shop
for repairs; but if the works were at
Midland Junction, an engine breaking
down at Fremantle would have to be sent
to the Junction for repairs, and must
afterwards return to Fremantle to resume
work. An engine breaking down rt
Southern Cross would probably have to
be sent to Northam. Where could stuth
repairs be better effected than at the
shorps where the bulk of he men wite
congregated 2 He did not argue that Ibe

workshops must not be removed. but that
it was not prudent at the present time
to incur the expenditure of the erection
of a new shop. He bad no personal in-
tLrest in the question. He had not, and
never had, any property at Midla id
Junction; and though he had some at
Fremantle, that did not influence him.
As well might it be said that because i-e
had property in Victoria he wanted the
work done in that colony. He booed the
Committee would stop this extravagance,
at least for s, time. Even on tht Minms-
ter's own showing, it was impossible to
shift the works for several years; and, if
so, the alleged urgency did not flxist. It
was wrong to say that the departniins
could not cope with the work in 'Lhe prr-
sent buildings, when they had robbed the
men of a da~y's work per week. 'n ihiese
circumstances it was useless to maintain
there was too much work to do, and not
enough machinery to do it with.

MR., HOLMES: This afternoon he had
been told he could not be accepted as an
authority on finance. Probably he
would. be informed to-nig ht that he was
not an authority on workshops. He must
state, however, that in his opinion we
were not justified at present in spending
£30,000 on workshops at Midland Junc-
tion. Some four years ago Parliament
was informed that the shops at Fre-
mantle were not up to date, and that
works at Midland Junction should be com-
menced immediately. Land had been
purchased at Midland Junction in the
summer time for £2,000, and he had been
told that when the winter came in the land
was found to be under water.

THE GonrisozIEn OF RAILWAYS: It
was worth £25,000 at the presen~t time.

MR. HOLMES: And a sum of £5,000
extra had been spent to raise it above
high water mark. During the past four
years an enormous quantity of rolling
stock had been imported, and the despised
workshops ait Fremantle had been well
able to cope with all the construction
required.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
A great part of it had been done in the
open air.

MR. HOLMES: During the next few
years there was no likelihood of the same
quantity of rolling stock being imported,
and it appeared that the men had actually
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got ahead of the work, as they were now
working five days a week instead of six.

Turn ComisnsiOmnE or? RAIW.s: That
was better than having every fifth man
turned out.

MR. HOLMES ; All hon- members pro-
fessed to agree on the necessity of curtail-
ing expenditure, yet to-day we had passed
an item for the survey of a. railway ; a
couple of days ago a similar item had
been passed, the two amounting to
£15,000. Here was another item of
£30,000. Where would this expenditure
stop? The colony had got ahead of its
supplies and rolling-stock. There was none
on order or likely to arrive except carriages
and locomotives, and there were more
engines and carriages already here than
there was traffic for. The only need for
this undertaking was toi keep the member
for the Swan (Mr, Ewing) quiet. Tbit
object appeared to have been attained,
which perhaps was a desirable achiev-
mont, though £30,000 was a high price
to pay for it. Some four years ago we
had the argument about salt air effecting
machinery at Fremantle; and one would
almost imagine the Government iverte

going to erect machinery to stand theroe
and rust Any man of common sense
knew that if this machinery was kept in
use, it would be kept in repair, and
would not rust. The Government stores
had been built on the beach at North
Frenmantle, and parts of machinery had
to be kept there. If there was anything
that -would rust, it would he parts of
machinery, and not machinery that was
in constant use. If the workshops at
Fremantle had been sufficient to cope
with all the work there had been before
the construction department 'for the
last four or five years, they would be
sfufficient to cope with any likely to be
taken in hand within the next four or
fivo years; and without discussing the
question of which was the best site, there
was, he asserted, nothing to justify us,
at the present time, in spending £30,000
at Midland Junction. He should cer-
tainly vote with the hon. member for
Fremiantle, in striking out this item.

Mn. EWING: There was this differ-
ence between the aspect of the question
now, and the aspect of the question when
it was considered by the House on pre-
vious occasions, that on the first occasion

a motion was proposed and lost; and on
the second occasion one was submitted by
the Government, and carried. At that
time the land hiad ndt been bought, nor
had some L20,000 been expended.

M1a, TioHaa: Th- land was bought
before (Sere was any discussion.

111. EWING: There was no evidence
that it was bought then, but the Govern-
ment took the proper precaution to get
land under offer before the resolution was
passed, so that when it was passed they
would not be in a, position of having to
buy land at almost any price asked for it.
Money had beep spent on that land, and
some £20,000 expended gen -raliy upon
the wsorks up to the prea~u-. If rhc6 c
ivorks were not continued and carried
out, the mouey spent up io Clio present
would be absolutely useless. He under-
stood that comparatively comprehensive
workshops could be erected at a cost of
L£50,000, over and above what had already
been spent; so that if this £30,000 were
voted, we would require only another
£920,000 to answer all purposes far tI~e
immediate future, and the works would
be on a plan that would allow of proper
and regular development.

A MExMBE: The Commissioner said it
would be,£180,000.

Ma. EWING: The Commissioner did
not propose to spend £180,000 now, but
was going to spend a portion in order to
mee t the requirements of the present;
and the workshops would be built in such
a way that they could be extended, if the
industry of the colony developed in the
future. The gist of the question, as pre-
viously argued, was whether the work-
shops should be removed from Fremantle
or not;- and gentlemen who represented
Fremantle on those occasions admitted,
with the Governmepit, and with almost
every member of the House, that it was
absolutely necessary that arrangements
should be made in relation to the work-
shops. It became only a question of site,
One member representing that portion of
tbi_ country had been able to shake him-
self free from the prejudices which had
surrounded members for Fremantle in the
past He noticed that members who
spoke in a previous debate advocated
the removal of those shops to Rocky
Bay, another site urged being Rich-
mond-in fact anywhere, so long as

Reappropriation Bill: i'a Committee. 1593



1594 Reappropriation Bill: [ASSEMBLY.] in Committee.

the money was poured. down the throats
of the people of Fremantle. That was
the experience of the past, and of to-day,
and he believed it would be the experience
of the future, unless the personality of
those members was changed. Every
member should do his duty to his con-
stituency and look after local wants, but
if members sacrificed the interests of the
community to those of individual elec-
torates they were doing a wrong to the
country. It was established long before
he (Mr. Ewing) was member for the
Swan that Midland Junction was the
most suitable place for the workshops.
Members on both sides of the House ad-
mitted on that occasion that the gentle-
marn who reported upon the work was
com-petent to do so. The member for
Albany, in discussing the matter, said
that his reason for moving the motion for
the removal of the workshops was that it
had been found that the removal was
necessary, and that Midland Junction was
the best place for them. The member
for Central Murchison (Mr. ILLingworth)
pointed out that if they were at Midland
Junction it would effect a, saving to the
country of £1 5,000 per annum, that being
the interest on £300,000. Seeing that
a comparatively limited amount of money
would supply what the country required,
and be the means of saving a large sum
annually, it was the bounden duty of
members to support this item, in that
it would be for the benefit of the
community. The member who moved
this amendment did not appear to
him (Mr. Ewing) to show any
special reason why the shops should lie
left at Fremantle. It had been admit'd
in the past that the great difficulty in
connection with the Government rai!Zva~s
had been due to the want of proper facili-
ties for attending to the rolling stock and
works generally. If the Fremantle works6
were inadequate as far back as 1895, &a
the House unanimously agreed, how
much more must they be out of date
now IMoney had been spent on iI ie Fr,
mantle Harbour Works, and the prese-it
Reappropriation Bill contained itenms re-
lating to Fremantle. If the memb.-rs re-
presenting Fremnantle were genuine in
their desire to save the country expense
at the present time, they would have said
they would leave those items to the future.

Such, however, was not the case. Those
members would take the whole of the
£170,000, but immediately it came to a
small item of£30,000 for something which
the country required, they said we could
not afford it. If this was not the propec
time to spend money on workshops at
Midland Junction, it was not the proper
time to spend money on the harbour
at Fremantle. He (Mr. Ewing) would sup-
port the Government in this or any other
matter in which he thought they were
right.

MR. GhoRns: The standard of right
was voting money for Midland Junction.

MR. EWING: If that was the standard
of right of the member for the Murray,
then he pitied him. There wvas no doubt
this work was necessary. It had been
agreed, long before he (Mr. Ewing) came
into the Assembly, that new workshops
were required at Fremantle, because the
old workshops were not fit to cope with
the condition of things four or five years
ago.

Ma. HoLlIEs: It was said so then, but
the workshops had been doing the work
all the same.

Ma. EWING: Members for Fre~mantle
pdmitte4 that those workshops were not
sufficient for the work some time ago;
therefore, how much more insufficient
were they at the present timeI Members
who represented Fremantle wanted the
works kept in their electorate, and to be
put at Richmond, at Rocky Bay, or some-
where else, so long as they were in the
Fremantle electorate. The question
which we had to decide was whether the
workshops were necessary or not.
Whether it suited Fremantle or not, the
money ought to he voted, if it was in the
interests of the community.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest): The question as to whether the
workshops should be removed from Fre-
mantle to Midland Junction was one that
the country decided several years ago;
and it was generally acquiesced in by the
whole community, and the people of Fre-
mantle. He confessed to being disap-
pointed that the removal had not taken
place as soon as we had anticipated, after
obtaining the verdict of Parliament.
There was a great deal of ill-feeling en-
gendered by the action of the Govern-
ment, when the motion was brought be-
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fore the House some years ago, and many
of his (the Premier's) friends at Fremantle
were opposed to the action of the Gov-
ernment, and one member of Parliament
went over to the Opposition benches in
consequence, and for some reason bad
never returned. If he (the Premier)
had thought the removal of these work-
shops would take so long, he would not
have moved in regard to them when he
did. There was no reason why one
should incur the displeasure of supporters,
but the Government intended to take
action at that time in the interests of the
country, and it was on the advice of the
Government engineers that the action
was taken. If we had not dlone as much
as was anticipated, he, did not regret it
much, after all, because it had given a
good deal of time to those who, might
have been injured by the removal of the
workshops to prepare, for the, removal. It
had been said that many persons in the
employ of the Government would be in-
jured by the removal of these work-
shops. Those people had received
good notice that they would have to re-
wove to Midland Junction. No one
since the motion was brought forward
thought that we could defer for any length
of time the removal of the shops, and no
one could make himself believe that the
situation of the shops at present was a
suitable one, for the reasons that the site
was too valuable, and it was too con-
fined-theme was not enough room. At
the Midland Junction the Government
had a. very large area. of land, purchased
for a small price some years ago-he
believed some 260 acres. It was level and
,altogether suitable. We had obtained
an excellent wat~r supply, and the site
was at the junction of the Midland rail-
way and the Eastern. railway. It was
close to the steep grades; in fact he was
informed by those who knew-because
he had no great knowledge except what
people generally gained-that the site
was altogether suitable for workshops
and rolling stock. In the interests of
F'remantle the Government wished to re-
move the shops gradually, and did not
wish to do it all all at once.

Mn. A.. FORRST: The Government
had not the money.

THE PREMTER: The Government
might find the money, if we were very

anxious to make the removal at once.
But it was in the interests of all con-
cerned that these shops should be re-
moved gradually. No one could be in-
jured because everybody knew that the
removal was to take place in the end,
but that it would he done gradually.
We should remember that any money ex-
pended in Fremantle in enlarging the
shops to give rester accommodation
would he money wasted, and it would be
better to spend the money on. th"- per-
manent site.

Ma. GEORGE:- What a-bout the short
time of the menI They were working
five days instead of six, because there
was not sufficient work to do.

Tux PREMIER:- If there was not the
work to be done, then the men should be
got rid of. It was not the duty of the
State to keep a lot of persons employed
if there was no work for them.

Ma. GEORGE: The 'argument of the
Commissioner of Railways was that there
was a large amount of work to be done
at these shops, and there was no room
to do it in.

Tirs PREMIER: Then there were
more men there than there was work to
do.

Mn. GEOnGE: Nothing of the kind.
Tax PREMIER said he did not know

what the hon. member did mean. The
hon. member had spoken half a dozen
times, and he had not made hon. memi-
bert- understand what he meant yet.
What he (the Premier) wanted to im-
press on the Committee was that in the
interests of Fremanfle this removal
should be done gradually. Hle also wanted
to impress upon the Committee that there
would be iio hardship to those employed,
as good notice had been given, and he
further wished to impress on hon. memn-
hers that any money spent in Freman-
tie, allowing that we must remove the
srhops, was not conducive to economy.
It would be better to expend all the'
money at the permanent abode for the
workshops. Seeing that Parliament had
decided to remove the workshops to
Midland Junction9 we bad better go on
with the work greaVfy.

Ma. A . FORREST siaid he intended to
oppose this vote on the grounds that in
November, 1894, this matter was dis-
cussed in the House, and it was then de-
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cided that the workshops should be re-
moved from Fremantle to some point
further away from Fremantle. In the
early part of 1895 a resolution was
passed in the House that the workshops
should be removed to Midland Junction.
During 1895, 1896, 1897, and 1898, an
immense amount of work had to be done
at Fremantle by the Railway Depart-
ment, in building trucks and carriages,
and carrying out other important works,
during the boom time, which we had in
those years. We now found that there
was not so much work to do, because it
had been stated that the men were only
working five days out of the six at the
workshops at Fremantle. We should
also be aware from the remarks of the
Commissioner of Railways, that the am-
ount of rolling stock to be made up at
Fremantle was not very great at present,
and we were also fully aware that a large
amount of roling stock was in the colony,
nearly sufficient to meet the demands of
the trade, so that the question of spend-
ing the £30,000 did not seem to arise.

TMm Pasams: We owed £10,000.
Mat. A. FORREST: The o ountry

would not mind voting the £10,000 if the
Government wanted it. When we were
curtailing in every direction the Comn-
m ittee were asked to re appropri ate a awn
of X30,000. We knew that £,30,000 was
not sufficient to complete the work; it
would not be done for six times as much,
and if we commenced these works to the
extent of the amount we were asked tU
vote, it would pledge us to complete the
works. In the present state, of the fin-
ances of the colony, and considering that
mioney was being reappropriated, he con-
sidered the trade of the country did not
warrant the expenditure of further money
from reappropriations to build up farge.
w~orkshops in another portion of the
colony. When the colony got over the
small difficulty it was in at the present
time, no doubt it would be unanimously
decided to build workshops which would
he a credit to the country, and do the
work of the country, but no argument had
been mud by the Government to show
that more work was required to be done
than could be carried out at Present.
There was no reason why we should re-
appropriate this money, except it was to
give work to the people of the country,

and if the Goverment said that, he be-
lieved he would vote for the item. The
Government did not say the money was
required to give work to the pcopie, be,
cause they dare not say it. What he (Mr.
A. Forrest) was saying would be of little
moment, because the, Government were
determine.d to so~end thi. ujonev: but if
we were all private individuals sitting
here on a board, we would feel
that, with the present plant there was
at Fremantle, we should not be justified
in spending this money, but that the work
should stand over a, little longer.

Tax Pansina: The works were all out
in the open at Fremantle.

A. A. FORREST: That was an im-
portant question, but we had gone through
the boom times and we had built carriages
and engines during that time, and now,
when there was a slackness, the Govern-
ment said we must spend money in re-
moving the workshops. If it had been
said in 1897 that it was neessary for
the country, which was then growing at
a very fast pace, to have the workshops
shifted, even the members for Fremantle
would have agreed to. it ; but at present
he saw no reason whatever why the Rouse
should reappropriate, £30,000 in the -way
proposed, when a removal was not ab-
solutely required in. the *public interests.

Tas COMMISSIONERO oRA1IL~WAYS:
The remarks of the member for West
Kimberley (Mr. A. Forre4t). w'w.e really
surprising. It was to be regretted that
members who opposed this item had not
had an opportunity of seeing the work-
,hops at Fremantle. He. had visi~ed
them some 60 or 70 times, and was there
only last Sunday, and he could assure the
Committee that the state of the place
was enough to convince anyone that no
delay should take place in the removal
of the workshops. The great bulk of
the work was done in the open, or under
canvas, at great expense to the country ;
and, if that state of things were allowed
to continue, it would be simply impos-
sible to, hold the Government responsible
for carrying en the department economi-
cally. In 1894 there was only about
one-fourth of the stock at present owned
by the department; for, instead of 25 or
30 engines in 1894, there wvere now 260
engines in the colony, anid within a few,
months from the present time the mile-
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age of therailways should be increased to
1,400 miles. There was really no course
open but to remove the workshops;
and if such a step were necessary four
years ago, it was doubly necessary now.
The raiways were a big concern, the
carnings last month reaching nearly.
£100,000; and yet members were found
to oppose a vote of a paltry £30,000 for
an absolutely necessary removal of the
workshops, while, votes of thousands of
pounds were passed for other works
which were perhaps not so urgent. The
expenditure on the railways was repro-
ductive in the highest degree; and, in
order that the stock should be well-cared
for, it was necessary there should be a re-
moval of the establishment. There had
been some references to the shortening
of the work days in the department;
but rather than knock off every fifth man
of the class earning £3 a week, it was
deemed a better arrangement that al
should be kept on and earn 509. a week.
In any case, this was only a temporary
arrangement. The stock should be kent
in good repair, and during the next four
months stock would still be coming in.
It had not been found necessary to re-
pair a lot of the stock which had come in
new, but only that day a return had been
submitted to him showing there were
about 30 engines and 130 waggons under
repair at the shopm There was no doubt
the necessity for repairs would increase
as time went on. The railways were ex-
tending in the dry districts, and owing to
the dust caused by the nature of the bal-
last, there. was more deterioration in con-
nection with the rolling-stock here than,
possibly,. there was elsewhere. All this
meant that a proper place was necessary
in which these repairs should be made.
There was a valuable stock, worth one
and a half millions of money, lying about
the country, and some means must be
found of housing that stock, in order to
thoroughly protect it. In this work a
beginning must be made, and it was hard
to understand how hon. members could
fail to recognise the absolute necessity
for removing the worksliopa. The fore-
sight shown by those responsible for
arranaging for the Bite at Midland Junc-
tion was most commendable, aid deserved
the credit and the thanks of the people of
the country. The site chosen was an

ideal site for the purpose, and it was
simply absurd to say it was under water.
He was confident that not only would
£80,000 be required, but ten times that
amount of money would be, necessary be-
fore ten years were over; and the coun-
try ought to be congratulated on the need
for these workshops. He, like every Min-
ister since the institution of responsible
Government, had taken a great interest in
this subject. Our railway system should
be a perfect one, and the only
means of attaining that end was by voting
the small amount now necessairy for the
commencement of the works.

MRs. GEORGE: Although it had been
stated that he had spoken half a dozen
times, this was only the third time he
had addressed himself to the subject,
What he had dealt with in the absence
of the Premier from the Chamber was the
statement of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways that the railway workshops should
be removed, because the work was press-
ing and could not be done at Fremantle.

THE CoMUisslOiNU OF R.4mwAys: That
was one of the arguments, and it was ain
argument of which the country ought to
be proud.

MRs. GEORGE: If there was any weight
in the argument, why had the working
time of the men been reduced to five days
a week? He (Mr. George) wan not the
man to ask the Minister to discharge men,
and, in amy case, if he did make the re-
quest, it would not be acceded to. His
own opinion was, if a good body of work-
men had been got together, they ought to
be kept. He would not object to the re-
moval of the workshops to the Midland
Junction for one moment, if the country
had the money to spend,
*Tax CoMMISsioyms OF RAILWAYS: There

was the money.
MRs. GEORGE: Then the money had

not been honestly got, anyhow.
THEB COMMISSIONER Or RAILWAYS: That

was another thing. The Government
must get money honestly, if they could;
but, if they could not get it honestly, they
niust get it somehow.

MRs. GEORGE: That reminded hon.
members of the old story that a mn must
get money honestly if he, could, but, at
any rate, he must get money. That was
a6 nice sort of argument to come from one
of the Ministry. Was that the hon. gen-
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tiemad's syste-m of ethics, or system of
honesty I If it were, then the sooner the
Premier and the Commissioner of Rail-
ways found themselves in the Fremantle
aaol, the better for the country. This
argument advanced by the Commissioner
of Railways was too puerle altogether.
No doubt it was necessary the stock
should be housed, and he was glad to see
that carriag-e-sheds were being provided
in Perth; but be objected to this expen-
diture at a time when the Premier found
it necessary to come to the, House and
speak for three hours, with a face as
black as midnight, and his heart in his
boots, on the finances. He did not know
the exact language in which to, couch. his
opinion of the proposal of the Govern-
ment, but, at any rate, it was a. proposaA
that was not a right one. It might be
diplomatic, but it was not honest. He
himself was sanguine about the country.

TuEi PREmIER: Then the hon. member
should not abuse the country.

MR. GEORGE: The country had never
been abused by him, and, in any case,
the country was one too good for him,
and too. good for the Premier.

THE PREMIER:- Not at all; not for the
hon. member.

Mn. GEORGE said he was satisfied with
the country, and would be satisfied with
it so long as the Government guided their
course prudently; but he could not sup-
port such an argument as thatv which had
just been put forward by the Cominis-
sioner of Railways, and which was a de-
gradation to pol itics.

THE PaEmn: The, hon, member was
running that to death.

Mn. GEORGE: It was necessary some-
times to drive a nail into thick skulls;-
and, while that was not necessary in this
Rouse, he might occasionally, by accident,
hit a memnhp- of Parliament.

Mn. QUINL1AN supported the, item. Ha
had been a member of the commission
appointed some four or five years ago to
enquire into the advisability of removing
the workshops from Fremantle; and the
majority of the commission were decidedly
in favour of the removal at that time. If
that removal was then necessary, it Must
be apparent that the present necessity
was much greaten. The Com~missioner of
Railways had-given a sufficient reason for
the change in pointing to the number of

locomotives now in stock. Though none
of the members of the commission could
speak from practical experience, like the
member for the Murray, nevertheless the
Committee would doubtless give them
credit for coming to ab just conclusion,
having heard the 'evidence of experts
qualified to give an opinion, Among the
reasons which had influenced the com-
mission were the want of accommodation
at Fremantle, the fact that the whole, of
the laud occupied by the workshops was,
urgently required for wharfage accommo-
dation in comnection with the harbour
works, while the net-work of lines there
would impede traffic and prevent access
to the wharves. The Government made
a good purchase of the land they required
at Midland Junction, and the land re-
claimed at Fremnantle would be a very
valuable asset to the State. Another argu-
ment was the I ad effecd of sea air and
salt water on machinery, especially in re-
gard to machinery exposed in the open.
It was pointed out that the amount which
must be written off for deterioration in
the value of stock so exposed would pay
the interest on the outlay at Midland
Junction. A great disadvantage of the
Fremantle workshops was that there was
not room for the men to work. The
member for the Murray could speak with
authority on that point, In the new es-
tablishment there would be room for the
erection of modem appliances. This
question was pretty stale, but he felt
bound to speak upon it as a member of
the original commission. which heard evi-
dence on the subject, though the side he
took was against his own interests, for,
unfortunately, he had no land at. MidlaA
Junction. He had come to the conclusion
that the Fremantle workshops must go ;
and the Government had given due notice
of their removal. When the change wvas
first proposed it was argued that th..
workmen and officers had invested1l'
01l in buildingy homes for themselves. Ft
Fremantle, and it would be unjust to
cause them to move. But four or five
years had since elapsed. There, had been
a, boom in house property; the men had
q glorious opportunity of selling out awl1
purchasing afresh at Midland Juuioti n.
There were strong reasons for the remo-
val before, and now those reasons wvele
doubly strong.
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Reapropratin Bil: 8 SEPTEMBER, 1898.] nCmnie. 19

m. WALLACE: In view of the state-
ment of the, Commissioner of Ralways in
regard to the necessity for protecting cer-
tain stock or stores now lying exposed at
Fremantle, he would support the pro-
posed expenditure of £30,000 ; but he
would not pledge himself to support any
further votes for the extension of the
scheme as decided some years ago. He
voted for the item only to give to the
railway stores and stock at Fremantle the
protection which the Minister maintained
was necessary.

Ma. GEORGE: Surely the Commis-
sioner of Railways would not sit still and
see his words misint~erpreted as they
had been by the member for Yalgoc. (Mr.
Wallace). -What the Minister said was
that he wanted to house the Stock. The
railway stores were not the stock. The
stores were being shifted at the present
time to the north beach.

Ma. MORAN said he had a. grievance
in this connection. Four years ago he was
requested to talk for two hours
against the proposed removal of the works
to Midland Junction. As soon as he and
his friends were beaten, he bought some
land at that place, which had been lying
idle ever since. If the Government did
not hurry up the works, they would ruin
all people similarly situated. The Pre-
mier was in favour of removing these
workshops slowly.

Tns Pnmis: Gradually.
MR. MORAN: That was a. good word,

and probably meant anything from a year
to 100 years.

TimY PREMIER: Step by step.
Mit. MORAN: Seeing that only

£15,000 had been expended in four years,
and that £2300,000 would be required to
complete the work, that consummation
would be reached in about 1,500 years
from date. From the remarks of the
Commissioner of Railways, he was led to
the conclusion that there was no, neces-
sity for the new workshops. There was
a large ares. of land lying idle at Fre-
mantle.

Taxs PREmrIR: No.
Mat. MORAN said he understood the

only objection to the Fremantle work-
shops was that they were dirty, because
they were not properlycleaned up.

Taxm CoxmssxowBxu oF RAILWAYS:-
The shops were cleanly kept What he

had said was that they were in a crowded
state.

Ma. MORAN: There was any amount
of room to extend them. All the heavy
work of the department had been done.
There was no longer a boom in truck-
building. nor would .there be another.
Kalgoorlie would not import another mil-
lion pounds worth of machinery in 12
months. The heavy traffic was over, nor
would it come again; and to spend
£9300,000 on unnecessary workshops to
be erected in the middle of a, lake, where
they must be built on punts, or on piles,
was in the present position of the colony
too much. The Premier knew the works
were not required. 'The Commissioner of
Railways had proved it, and had said he
did not want the money. There was no
site yet available. Thle site could doubt-
less be seen on a. fine day, when the water
'vaa not stirred up. There was about 10
feet of water on top of it. By the time
that the hole had been filled up, and the
£,300,000 expended, even then the place
would be no good, except for harbour
works connected by canal with the sea.
We ought to stop before spending this
money, in the present position of the
colony. We had any amount of men
at Fremantle who, in fact, had net the
work to do. More work had been done
in the last two years than the depart-
ment would be called upon to do in the
next six.

Tax Pszmn: Oh, no.
MR. MORAN: The department would

never have the same amount of work to
do in a hurry in relation to the rolling-
stock as they had before, and the diffi-
culties had been got over. The Premier
did not believe in this scheme.

Tan Panasa: Yes, he did.
Ma. MORAN: The matter might stand

over for the next two or three years; the
finances of the colony at the present
time not being in a flourishing state.

Amendment-that the item be struck
out-put, and a division taken with the
following result : -

Ayes
Noes .. .. 21

Majority against 1
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Ayes. Noms
Mr. George Hom. a. Hurt
Mr. Holmes Mr. Unnolly
Mr. Locke Mr. Dloherty
Mr. Moran Air. Ewing
Mr. Higharn Sir John Forrest

(Teller) Mr. Gregory
Mr. Iilt
Mir. Hookey
-Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Mitchell

Mr. -Morgans
Mr. Pennefather
Mr. Pies..
Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Rason
Sir J. G. Lee Steers
Mr. Throssell
Hon. H. W. Vacn
Mr. Wallace

Mr. Wood
Mr. Hubble

(Teller)
Amendment thus negatived, and the

item passed.
Harbour Works, £210,000-Item, Fre-

mantle harbour works, including cable to
Rottnest, £128,000:

MR. WALLACE asked for explanation
as to the cost of the cable.

TBB PREMIER: About £4,000.
MR. WALLACE: It had been stated

the cost would be more than £10,000.
Tit Pnnmsn: No.
Item passed.
Item, Bunbury breakwater, completion

of, £80,000:
MR. LEAKE: Would the Director of

Public Works tell the House how much
had been spent on this breakwater I

THE, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: £68,000 up to the end of June.

MR. LEAKE: And this £30,000 was
to complete?

TH, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This £30,000 would complete
the work. It was expected the work in
hand would last about four months, and
the Committee might rest assured there
would be no expenditure over the
£100,000 first voted, that being the esti-
mated cost.

MR. LEA-KE moved that the item be
struck out. It seemed to him the pro-
posed expenditure was not necessary.

THE PRMMER: Up to August, £13,000
of this amount had been spent.

Ma. LEAXE: It was not surprising
to hear that the Government were going
in for unauthorised expenditure.

THE DIRECTOR or PUBLIC Wonxs:
It was authorised. The Government
took a, vote on the Estimates last year
to carry on the work; and the probable
cost was £100,000.

MR. LEAXE: Parliament had not
authorised the expenditure of £100,000.

TRE DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC WORKS:
The Government had to carry on many
works in the samne way.

MR. LEAXE: The Government had
pledged the country to this work with-
our the authority of Parliament, and now
Ministers came to Parliament and said,
"You must vote the money."

THE DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC WORKS:
This was an authorised vote.

MR. LEAKE: This was authorised as
a revenue work. This was another hope-
less flounder on behalf of the Govern-
ment. We were told that this work was
to be constructed out of revenue; then
th- Government expended money with-
out the authority of Parliamtent, and now
wished to re-appropriate loan money,
and commit the country to a fresh loan.
The Bunbury breakwater was a work
that could be stopped-the sea stopped
it the other day by knocking one end off
the breakwater. The Premier had an-
nounced that it was his duty to restore
the credit of the colony.

THE PREMIER: The credit of the col-
ony was as good as ever.

MR. LEAKE: The Premier said in the
Budget Speech that he had to restore the
credit of the country.

Tug PREMIER: The credit was all right.
MRs. LEAKE: There was no reason

why the £80,000 should not stand over.
The 1eov stones that had been thrown
into the water at Bunbury would not be
any the worse for remaining there a little
ionger. There was no pressing neces-
sity for the expenditure of the money.
The £30,000 might be applied to press-
ing or urgent works. Further down on
the schedule there was another £10,000
for Bunbury jetty.

THE DIRECTOR OF' PUBLIC WORKS:
A very necessary work.

MR. LEAKE: Directly and indirectly,
half a million of money would be ex-
pended on the wonderful harbour at
Bunbury.

THE PREMIER: It was unworthy of the
hon. member to misrepresent like that.
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Mn. LEAKE: There were the line to
Bunbury, then the line from Bunbury to
Bridgetown, the line from Bunbury to
the Vasse, the workshops and jetty, and
the harbour works. Fully half a million
of money was being spent in Bunbury.

THE PREMIER: The railways referred
to were good ones.

Mn. LEAKE: Yes, wonderful rail-
ways. The Bunbury breakwater had
never been recommended or approved
by the Engineer in Chief-it was simply
a fad of the Premier's, and there was no
reason why the work should not be held
in suspense for a little time. Hle (Mr.
Leake) was down at Bunbury the other
day and saw what had been done. No
doubt. a great deal of money had been ex-
pended. Tremendously heavy seas, caume
in after a north-west gale, and the seas
were sufficiently strong to distribute the
stone deposited there for the mole.
Whether a good harbour would be made at
Bunbury was very doubtful. The
Engineer-in-Chief had never fathered the
scheme--ho (,Mr. Leake) would not say
the Engineer-in-Chief had actually con-
demned it but the work was not to be
placed in the same category as the harbour
works at Fremantle. The Bunbury har-
hour scheme was a wretched scheme
altogether. He, believed what the memn-
ber for Geraldton Q&. Simpson) had said
was right, that it would pay the country
to carry the timber and goods from Bun-
bury to Fremantle free of cost rather than
go to the expense of the improvements at
Bunbury.

MRs. GEORGE: The line would have to
he duplicated.

ML. LEA KE: That would be better than
expending money at Bunbury; but Bun-
bury L-a represented by the Premier.
There was no reason why there should not
be a cessation of expenditure at flunbury,
when we knew the finances of the country
were in a very ticklish position.

Me. GEORGE: Since the Committee
bad decidefl, by an overwhelming major-
ity, to spend this money, whether the
money were honestly come bry or not, it
was n4 use wasting, timne in. discussing
the other items. No discussion would
influence the division, so far as the Bun-
bury breakwater was concerned. Bun-
bury harbour would be one of the great
factors in the development ot the timber

Itrade of the South-Western District, and
not only in the Murray and in Wellington

Iportions, but further south. Even with
free carriage over the railways, timber
could not be brought from those districts

to Fremantle, unles[ extra lines were lair].

necessary to run special train after special
train, in order to get timber to Fremantle,
and there bad behn great difficulty in
keeping the line clear. When the Bun-
bury harbor works were finished, ships
would be able to lie there in safety, and
the timber trade would be enormously de-
veloped. His contention would be borne
out by any hon. member who had any-
thing. to do with the timber trade.

Mn. MORAN: It was a huge mistake
to endeavour to- build works out of re-
venue. He supported the item because
he was a firm believer in opening up the
seaports of the colony, as the natural way
to develop our resources. Bunbury
would probably be the second seaport
of West Australia and the centra of
the largest rural population for genera-
tions to come, But, inasmuch as the

I Bunbury harbour works were for future
generations, it was wrong to allow their

Icost to be paid out of revenue. Why
Ishould the present generation be called
upon to pay the whole cost of a work
which would be a permanent national
asset, to be handed from generation to

Igenerationl In any country, where there
I was proper statesmanship, such works

Iwould be charged to loan fund; and it
was quite sufficient to ask' the present
generation to pay the iiiterest. It would

Ibe a mistake to, endeavour to pay off, out
of revenue, a deficit of £200,000, which
had been created by works properly
chargeable to loan account. If the coun-
try were properly financed there was no
deficit at all. The revenue and expendi-
ture of the country, as a going concern,
balanced, and more than balanced. Not
only the £30,000, which was going to,
finish the breakwater, but thp £,70,000
should at the earliest possible moment
be transferied to loan account; and, as
he had already intimated, he would later
on in the session oppose the proposal of
the Government to pay the deficit of
£200,000 out of revenue. Some litwe
allowance might be made for the "long
bow" in the statemenV that the recent
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gal-e had distributed the stones of the
Bunbury breakwater; but, in any case,
there was all the more reason why this
£30,000 should be expende8, because
such a storm might occur again, and an
unfinished breakwater was worse than
none, for it was constantly liable to de-
struction, and thus a heavy debt might
130 handed dowua to posterityl, without
any corresponding asset. It was not to
be supposed that one hundred thousand
pounds would suffice for the work. He
hoped there woul be no further pro-
po0sa1s in the House to construct harbour
works, railways, or even large public
buildings, out of revenue. This course
was unfair to the people, for all such ex-
penditure was properly chargeable against
future generations, the work done in re-
spect thereof representing a. permanent
national asset. He would move at the
proper time that the whole of the expen-
diture in respect of this item be trans,-
ferred to the temporary loan fund, thus
relieving the revenue.

MR. A. FORREST: The amendment
of the member for Albany had been moved
with a full knowledge that the Govern-
ment had received from the people in the
Bunbury district large sums of money
foc, timber lands, on the assumption that
a good harbour would be provided;- other-
wise those people would never have taken
up that land, for the timber would have
to be brought to Vremantle for shipment
to London, and, in that case, the freight
alone would kill the trade. If this item
were thrown out, as well as, the 110,000
required later on to put this breakwater
in good condition, the big timber mills
now being erected, and the railways now
in course of construction in that district
for miles and miles from the main trunk
line, with the main object of sjunnlying
timber for the London market, would be
rendered useless. If the timber from the
Bridgetown district had to be brought
to Fremantle by rail, it would be shipped
at a, loss, for Bunbury was the only prac-
ticable outlet for such timber. He hoped
the House would insist upon the comple-
tion of the harbour works. by a practic-
a-lly unanimous vote. No more impor-
tant work could be imagined. He would
rather see a. portion of the Fre-
mantle hatrbour works sto-Dned then
see the port of flunbury left insecure.

Several of the largest companies floated
in London were building railways rnnc
or ten miles from trunk lines, at then
own expense, erecting large, mills, and
employing a large amount of labour i:
ship timber at Bunbury. Hle hoped uhan
later on £10,000 would be eXpLnded sc
put the jetty into such order that ship!
could come alongside and load, so %nli
thc facilities afforded might be eqi ( F
those at the port of Fremantle.

Amendment negatived, and the -too1
passed.

Item, Qarnarvon jetty, £1 5,500:-
Ma. LEAK&t Was this work alreadj

started?7
Tim DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS: Yes; last year £6,000 01
'7,000 was spent. The work was nearinl

com-pletion, the total sum spent hemng
about £13,000.

Ma. LEAKE: The work was authoriser
to, be constructed out of revenue. Thi,
was another result of the devious way
of finance. The credit of the colony wa
pledged to these works, and the only wa:
to pay for them was, by reap propriatin;,
out of loans.

TEza PREMIER: The best way.
Item passed.
Item, Bunbury jetty, £10,000:;
MR. LEAKE: Was the Bunbury jetty

new item 7
cTHx DIRECTOR OF PUBLC

WOERKS: It was an entirely new item
anad very necessary. There would he
large amount of shipping next year, ani
something nuist be done to put the jetty ii
order.

Ma. LEAKE: The Bunbury hreakwate
would ha-ve, cost £100,000; and then tV
make that breakwater useful we had ti
spend an extra £10,000 on the jetty
These were works which might fairly we]
wait. The1 country was not pledged t
these work a, and the same argument dii
not obtain with regard to the expenditur
or the 4C10.000 as to the previous workE
to which the credit of the country wa
pledged. We must pay in cases wher,
the credit of the country was pledged
because the Government would other
wise be sued, and the country woul,
have to n~ay the expense. But this iten
Of £10.000 might very well staind ovwn
Re moved that the item be struck out.

CASSEMBLY.1 in, Committee.



Reappropiatiou Bill: [8 SEPTEMBER, 1898.] in Committee. 1603

Amendment negatived, and the item
passed.

Item, Ashburton jetty, £17,500;
MR. LEAKF,: Was this a new work?
Tim DI RECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS: In consequence of the disastrous
cycione which visited that part of the
country the jetty was destroyed, and the
Government decided to erect another, at
an estimated cost of £7,500. It was pro-
posed to use some of the material re-
inaining from the old structure, to effect
a little saving.

Mn. GEORGE: Was that the jetty
which had been built without supervision?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: The departmipnt never built
works without supervision.

Ma. GEORGE: Perhaps the Minister
Would state how it was that spikes were
puit in instead of bolts, nails instead J
spikes, and how various little miattcs of
that sort took place.

MR. A. FORREST: What had become
of the inspector who passed these x.,.rks7

THE DIRECTR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
He was dismissed.

Ma. A. FORREST: Who were the con-
tractors? It was wveil known to the resi-
dents that the insnection must have been
of a peculiar order ; and the contractors
must be to blame to a certain extent.

Tim DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC Wongs:
The contractors were Smith and Timing,

MR. GEORGE : How long did thejetty
take to build, and how long was the in-
spector there?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC Wonas said
he did not know.

Mn. GEORGE: The inspection of the
work was said to have been of a most
superficial nature. The Ashburton jetty
was a disgrace to the Works Department.
It was a notorious fact that in conse-
quence of the superficial manner in which
the jetty was put together, and in con-
sequence of the fact that it had no super-
vision, although he believed the country
paid for supervision, when a cyclone came
the whole structure was destroyed.

Tfu DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS: This was like a, great many
more of the stories which the hon. mem-
ber got hold of. There was no doubt
that the supervision, in the early stages
of the work, was not what it should have
been The Government sent another

officer of the department, who could be
depended upon, to take up the supervi-
sion, and transferred the- former super-
visor to another district, and subsequently
he was dismissed. As to the faulty work,
some neglect was proved against the
supervisor, and certain portions of the
contract were not carried out as satisfac-
torily as they should have been. After
sending up the second officer, the work
was continued, lbut before the jetty was
completed a, cyclone destroyed what had
been done. The structure was not suffi-
ciently strong to withstand the storm.

MR. GEORGE said no stories had
been brought to him about this work.
The department let a contract to build
a jetty; the Government sent a super-
visor, who did not supervise the work;
then the Government sent another super-
visor and discharged the first supervisor.
Tho jetty was not quite completed when
a cyclone came and blew away the struc-
ture. The work of constructing a jetty
wais Carried out in stages, one stage be-
ing completed before another was com-
menced. Supervisor No. 2 must have
seen the finished work, and if this officer
had been any good at all, he would have
seen that spikes were used instead of
bolts, and nails werel used instead of
spikes; therefore supervisor No. 2 was
no good. Then supervisor No. 3, in the
shape of a cyclone, came along and swept
the work away. If the Director of Works
had a public washing-day and said his
linen was clean, he (Mr. George) con-
tended the linen was dirty.

Item passed.
Item, oharges and expenses of raisin~g

Loans, £100,000:
MR. LEAKE asked how this item

got into the schedule. Had there
always been an item in the annual
Appropriation Bill for charges and ex-
penses of raising loans, and was it al-
ways charged to loans, or was it paid
out of revenue?

Tire PREMIER: Since 1894, there had
always been an item in the annual Re-
appropriation Bill for charges and ex-
penses of raising loans; but no doubt
there was plenty of room for difference
of opinion in regard to the item. In
some colonies the item was shown on the
loan schedule; but it was a better plan
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to have a vote for the full amount of each
item.

Ma. LEASE: -And every loan implied
another loan?

Din PREMIER: Not always. Since
we began to borrow at 3 per cent., it bad
generally been at a discount. Formerly,
with 4~ and 4 per. cent loans, there wS a
good deal to the credit of this item, at
one time as much as £50,000 ;but it hbad
all vanished.

Item passed.
Schedule as a whole put and passed.
Preamble:
THE PREMIER moved, as amendments,

that in line 3 the word "raise" be struck
out, and "expend" inserted in lieu there-
of'- also, in line !3, that the words "to
be expended" be struck out.

Put and passed, and the preamble, as
amended, agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bill retorted with amendment&

ADJOURNINENT.

The House adjournet! al 11.25 p
until the next day.

JK ;i S Iatib± soemhip,
Friday. .9th September, /898R.

- in.

Question: Bunburv Harbour. Steamer Nemesis
and Stress of Weather-Question: Fre-
mantle Harbour, and Lihits for South
Qu1ay-Question :Coolgardie Water Scheme
and Tenders for Pipes-Message: Assent
to Bills-Gold Mines Bill, second reading,
debate resumed and adjourned-Adjouirn-
ment.

Tir SPEARER took the chair at 7.30
oclock p.m.

PRATERS.

QUESTION: HUTNURY HARBOUR,
STEAMER NEMESIS, AND STRESS OF
WEATHER.*

MR. OATS asked the Premier: 1,
Whether it was a fact that the steamer
Nemesis bad to leave the Bunbury har-
bour through stress of weather on Friday
night, 2nd instant, and seek shelter in
Geographe Bay. 2, What provision the
Government proposed to make for safe
anchorage in Bunbury harbour to pre-
vent vessels from being wrecked.

Tim PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) replied: 1, The Nemesis was lying at
the jetty astern of the barque Amicitia,
and as it was blowing very hard, the cap-
tain thought it possible that the barque
might break from her moorings and come
down on his vessel, so, as he had to go
to the Vexs to discharge cargo, he hauled
off and went to that port, but the weather
was so bad that he could not get near the
Busselton jetty. He, therefore, came
straight back to Bunbury, and came along-
side the jetty at once without any trouble.
2, It is believed that the present break-
water will give the protection, which will
result in the desire of the hon. member
being fulfilled.

QUESTION: FREMANTLE HARBOUR.
AND LIGHTS FOR SOUTH QUAY.

MR. HICEIAM. by leave and without
notice, asked the Director of Public Works
whether, in view of the frequent arrivals
and departures after sunset of mail and
intercolonial steamers at South Quay, Fre-
mantle, he will immediately instnl
several lights, for the safety and conveni-
ence of the public?

Ta's DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied: I camnot
answer that question without notice. It
really means in what time are we expected
to instal the lights?

MR. Hmm: Not in an indefinite time.
Tani DIRECT'OR OF PUBLIC WORKS:

I should like the lion. member to give
notice of the question. I will look into it,
and see what can be done.

QUESTION: COOTAARDIE WATER
SCHEME, TENDERS FOR PIPES.

MRn. LEAKE, by leave and without no-
tice, asked whether the Premier had any-
thing to communicate to the House with
regard to the tenders for pipes for the


